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Sermon Notes                   Ben Muir 
Acts 20:13-27                   10/13/19 
 

“Sold Out” 
 

Today in our passage we are going to see Paul talk about what it looks like to be sold out for the 
spread of the gospel. 
 
Last week we talked about the gospel going deeper and farther.  
Paul and his traveling companions are at Troas, which is where we pick up in verse 13 of Acts 20.  
 
Acts 20:13-27 
“13 But going ahead to the ship, we set sail for Assos, intending to take Paul aboard there, for so 
he had arranged, intending himself to go by land. 14 And when he met us at Assos, we took him 
on board and went to Mitylene. 15 And sailing from there we came the following day opposite 
Chios; the next day we touched at Samos; and the day after that we went to Miletus. 16 For Paul 
had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time in Asia, for he was 
hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. 17 Now from Miletus he sent 
to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him. 18 And when they came to him, 
he said to them: 
“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in 
Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me 
through the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was 
profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to 
Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I am 
going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me 
there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment 
and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if 
only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 
gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have 
gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day 
that I am innocent of the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole 
counsel of God.” 
 
This is Paul’s only speech to Christians in the book of Acts.  
He gives three sermons to non-believers and five defenses (which we will see in chapters 22-26) 
but this is his only speech to believers that is recorded by Luke. 
 
V. 24: This is Paul’s thesis of his whole speech: “24 But I do not account my life of any value nor 
as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” 
 
This is the secret of the Jesus-follower, right here: to count your life as nothing except that it 
testifies to the gospel of God’s grace. 
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How much of your life is oriented to that end?  
 
Big idea: “A faithful follower of Jesus will be sold out to the spread of the gospel.”  
 
Ask yourself: If I am not to that place yet, what is hindering me? What am I holding onto that is 
temporary? 
 
So what does a “sold out” life look like? Paul paints a pretty good picture in the rest of his 
speech to the elders from Ephesus. Let’s look at a few characteristics that Paul talks about in 
these verses.  

• Humility, boldness, faithfulness 

• The life that is “sold out” to the spread of the gospel is certainly not less than these 
characteristics, though it might be more. But this is what we see in this passage. 

 

Humility 
In verses 18-19 Paul says, “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from 
the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with 
trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews…” 
 
Paul was defined by humility.  
 
Why does Paul refer to his own example so much? If he is so humble, why is he talking about himself?  

• In 1 Corinthians Paul points to himself as an example: 1 Corinthians 11:1: “Be imitators 
of me, as I am of Christ.”  

• He challenges the Philippian church in Philippians 2:3 to “count others more significant 
than yourselves.” 

 
So why does Paul talk about himself so much right here? Let’s remember two things: 

1. It seems that Paul either knows that people in Ephesus are already saying false things 
about him or he knows that they will soon. So he is preparing them. 

2. What we see in Paul is a unique anointing of the Spirit to be a bold but humble example 
to the church. He was someone who could refer to himself as an example without being 
puffed up by it.  

 
Humility can often be confused for self-deprecation, when it can really be better defined as 
“others-exaltation.”  
 
Tim Keller, The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness ($5 on Amazon) 

• “True gospel humility means I stop connecting every experience, every conversation 
with myself. I stop thinking about myself altogether.” 

• “The thing we would remember from meeting a truly gospel-humble person is how 
much they seemed to be totally interested in us.” 
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• ““The truly gospel-humble person is a self-forgetful person whose ego is just like his or 
her toes. It just works. It does not draw attention to itself. The toes just work; the ego 
just works. Neither draws attention to itself.” 

 
Paul was sold out to the spread of the gospel and humility defined him in that pursuit.  
 

Boldness 
V. 20: You yourselves know…“20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was 
profitable…” 

• Paul did not avoid declaring “anything that was profitable.” 

• It takes boldness to verbalize something that is good for the other person but they 
won’t want to hear it. 

• It takes boldness (more so every day) to say, “God designed marriage for one man and 
one woman, for life.”  

• Let us look at Paul’s boldness and let his mindset rub off on us. Each day that goes by 
draws us closer to the reality of being at odds with the state when it comes to living a 
life that honors the Lord. 

• I am not saying that you and I are currently experiencing real persecution on a daily basis, or 
even that it will happen in our lifetime. 
But we can’t be caught sleeping. We must prepare our hearts now and have our identity 
firmly grounded in Jesus. Then if and when real persecution comes, we stand firm.  

• Question: is it easy for you to speak a truth that needs to be heard? Why or why not? 
 
V. 20: “…teaching you in public and from house to house.” 

• These are ingrained rhythms of believers: public gathering and private gathering. 

• This is a passage that has influenced Southfield’s rhythms of gathering on Sunday 
mornings and also in Life Groups in homes throughout the week.  

• This is what the church has done from the beginning and we carry it on.  
 
V. 22: “…not knowing what will happen to me there…” 

• Even Paul did not know the future.  

• Matt Smethurst (editor for The Gospel Coalition) tweet: 
“Fearful 6-year-old Corrie ten Boom, talking with her dad: ‘Corrie, when we go to 
Amsterdam, when do I give you your ticket? Weeks before?’ ‘No—just before we get on 
the train!’ ‘Exactly. And our wise Father knows when we will need his strength. Don’t 
run ahead of him, Corrie.’” 

• Paul could walk in boldness because he knew he walked with a Father who would give 
him strength as he needed it. We can rest in that same promise. 

A few year later Paul asks the Ephesian church to pray that he would be bold. 
Ephesians 6:18-20: “keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the 
saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to 
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may 
declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.” 
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Faithfulness 
“A long obedience in the same direction.” 
 
V. 23: “…the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await 
me.” Paul knew that suffering awaited him and yet he continued on. 

• In the first book in the Lord of the Rings trilogy (The Fellowship of the Ring, by J.R.R. 
Tolkien) one of the main characters, Frodo, is talking with the wise wizard, Gandalf.  
Evil has risen up and Frodo has been given a quest to save the world. He is a little 
bummed about it.  

• “I wish it need not have happened in my time,” said Frodo. 
“So do I,” said Gandalf, “and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not for 
them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.” 

• It’s not a stretch to say that Paul wished he did not have to suffer. Even Jesus got to that point. 
But Paul certainly accepted it and resolved to be sold out for the spread of the gospel. 

 
Paul was faithful to teach. 
Vv. 26-27: “26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, 27 for I did 
not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.” 
 
V. 26: “innocent of the blood of all”? 

• See Acts 18:5-6 Paul is in Corinth. Luke tells us, “Paul was occupied with the 
word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. 6 And when they opposed and 
reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, ‘Your blood be on your own 
heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.’” 

• See Ezekiel 33:1-6 

• Do you see the imagery connections to Paul’s role? Paul has been a watchman for the 
church at Ephesus. He has been a faithful watchman. 

• Ezekiel is saying that if a watchman is faithful to warn his people of a danger coming, 
then he has fulfilled his duty. But if he does not warn his people of a danger coming, 
then he is at fault.  

• So when Paul says, “I am innocent of the blood of all” he is saying that he has been 
faithful to proclaim the gospel to them and now it is their turn to carry it on.  

 
We frequently talk about the definition of success in gospel ministry, and this passage clearly 
lays it out: success (or faithfulness) in gospel ministry is being faithful to proclaim the gospel, 
not necessarily seeing loads of people respond positively to it.  
 
V. 27: Lastly, Paul was faithful to declare “the whole counsel of God” 

• Paul does not shy away from teaching every part of God’s redemptive plan throughout 
Scripture. Creation, sin, judgment, salvation by grace, through faith, in Jesus alone.  

• This verse is influential in why we preach the way we do at Southfield. We preach 
“expositionally,” which means that we preach through whole books of the Bible at a 
time and preach what is in the text.  
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• We fail as a church if we only look to God’s Word to apply it to what is going on in 
culture at the time. 

• We fail as a church if we only look at the parts of Scripture that make us feel good.  

• We fail as a church if we treat God’s Word as a topical self-help manual.  
 
If an athlete wants to qualify for the World’s Strongest Man competition, he doesn’t just 
engage in the training that is appealing.  

• He doesn’t just drink the chocolate-flavored protein shakes.  

• He doesn’t just go the gym when it’s most crowded and bench press to impress 
everybody.  

• No, he’s training when nobody is watching. He is working out the muscle groups that the 
majority of weight-lifters don’t even know exist. He is exhausting his resources so that 
he might gain any advantage in achieving the prize.  

 
So it is when we preach the whole counsel of God.  
Question: What part (or parts) of Scripture are you most unfamiliar with? What doctrine do you 
not understand? Will you commit to engaging with the whole counsel of God? Tell your Life 
Group pastor. Tell me or Alan. Let us help you grow in that area. 
 
All in all this passage paints a picture of a man that was sold out to the spread of the gospel.  
V. 24: “I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my 
course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace 
of God.” 
 
Urban Dictionary defines being “sold out” as this: “Completely committed, devoted, invested 
and engaged to a cause. To have no reserves about the decision you are making. To be willing 
to go anywhere, do anything and give up everything in order to achieve your goal by any means 
necessary.” 
 
Paul counted his life as precious only to the extent that it furthered the gospel of the grace of 
God. Let his example cause us to look at our own hearts and rid it of the things that keep our 
eyes on the things of this earth.  
 

Application 
• What does it look like to be sold out to the spread of the gospel in your personal walks 

of life (job, home, friends, etc.)? What are some challenges?  

• What can we do to grow in true humility, or self-forgetfulness? 

• Is it easy for you to speak truth that needs to be spoken? Why or why not?  

• Do you have a plan to engage with all of Scripture, or are you just engaging with the 
easier parts? How can you grow in being faithful to engage with the “whole counsel of 
God”?  

 
 


