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Service Notes                   Ben Muir 
Ephesians 2:8-10                    8/25/19 
 

“Member Ministry” 
 
This Sunday is the product of several months of thought and discussion among the elders and 
Life Group pastors.  
 
Today is titled “Member Ministry” but I want to clarify what we mean by that. 
What we don’t mean is just membership at Southfield, though that is part of it. What we really 
mean is ministry as a member of God’s family. What does that look like? How do we go about 
it? What mindsets will help lead us to be faithful in that? 
This is what we want to pursue today. What will make God’s kingdom greater? Not, What will 
make Southfield greater? 
 
At Southfield – and ideally everywhere – ministry must flow through all Christians. It cannot 
depend on staff.  
 
We need women to step up and engage their spheres of influence with the gifts God has 
entrusted them with. 
We need men to step up and engage their spheres of influence with the gifts God has entrusted 
them with. 
We need single people to step into the unique opportunities in front of them. 
We need married people to take advantage of the opportunities in front of them. 
We need children to engage their friends and point them to Jesus. 
 
This is what today is about. 
 
Purpose 

• To grow in our understanding of walking in "good works" 
• To celebrate what God is doing through Southfield members. 

 
I want to go back to a sermon pastor Alan preached on July 28th, a little less than a month ago. 
He was finishing up Ephesians 2:1-10 by focusing on verses 8-10. He had talked about “Our 
Condition,” “Our Conversion,” and “Our Commission.” This was from the “Our Commission” 
part. I want to read Ephesians 2:8-10 then read his notes from the application section of that 
sermon. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 
“8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 
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Alan’s key point that day was this: “God’s grace was not obtained by our work but it is now 
displayed by our work.” 
 
Here is more from his application section: 
“We are called to be entrepreneurs of good works. Creatively look for opportunities in your 
daily routines and context where you can ‘seek the good of the city’ in which you dwell.  
If there is a ministry that you feel called to be involved in, and we don’t have it; don’t leave us. 
Instead, start the ministry and let’s see what God does… 
 
“God adds to the church as he wills. There is a reason why you are here. Seek the Lord about 
beginning that ministry while you are here. We have guidelines that detail the kind of 
assistance and encouragement we will give you. (we will go over these guidelines later) 
 
“We are not interested in building an attractional church service; we are very interested in 
building an attractional people. Our Life Groups are made up of people with a shared life and a 
shared mission. What if a Life Group committed themselves to a particular kind of work? That 
would be fantastic. We would encourage all members of that Life Group to join together in that 
effort.  
 
“One of two things are certain; either God has prepared works that you will enjoy, or else he 
will change your heart and give you joy in the works he has prepared for you to walk in.  
Engaging in good works will help you to share the gospel. As you are serving others or as they 
are working alongside of you, it will be easier to talk about Jesus when you are doing something 
you love. Engaging in good works will give you natural opportunities to share the gospel and 
thus to be involved in the Great Commission.  
 
“We need to shift our focus from putting on attractional events to creating attractional 
communities (defined as a group of people with a shared life and a shared mission).” (Chester & 
Timmis)  
 
God’s grace was not obtained by our work but it is now displayed by our works.” 
 
Let this frame our discussion today as we move forward. 
 
Now I want to move into the two interviews we have today.  
Stephen will go first and Jonathan second.  
 
Note: these two guys are only representative members of the ministry that is being done 
through Southfield. By no means are we saying that only these two guys are doing ministry in 
their lives, or even that they're doing the best at it. We are only saying that we want to 
celebrate their faithfulness and God's faithfulness to them and that they might have some 
useful things to share that could build up the body of Christ. 
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Charge  
• Listen actively 
• Write down thoughts, things that inspire you 
• Be open to what God may spark in your heart. 

 
*Check out the recording at southfieldcf.com/sermons for the interviews.* 
 
Let’s talk through these Member Ministry Guidelines.  
I want to read through these together so we can start on the same page (literally) and I can give 
a little bit of commentary. Then please take them home and review them this week! Our heart 
and prayer is that this can provide fertile ground for the Lord to work through your life as you 

• Live by the Word in loving community 

• Initiate servant relationships 

• Talk persuasively about Jesus 

• Teach new and renewed believers to do the same 
 
*Check our the recording at southfieldcf.com/sermons for the discussion of the member ministry 
guidelines. Also you can download the member ministry guidelines there as well.* 
 
Application for Life Group 

• What is something that stuck out to you from Sunday’s service that you want to share 
with the group? 

• What “good work” has God “prepared” for you but you haven’t followed through? Is 
there something your Life Group could participate in? 

• Do you find yourself doing good things to earn God’s favor instead of doing good things 
as a result of God’s favor? What can you do to remedy that going forward? 

• What is the difference between an “attractional service” and an “attractional 
community”? How can we intentionally be an attractional community? 

• Review the member ministry guidelines and discuss observations and questions at Life 
Group.  

 


