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Sermon Notes                           Ben Muir 
Matthew 5:16-13                              6/16/19 

 

“People of Influence” 
 

Introduction 
Social media has exploded over the past few years.  

• Facebook has 2.3 billion active users 

• YouTube has 1.9 billion active users 

• WhatsApp has 1.6 billion active users 

• Instagram has 1 billion active users 

• Twitter sits far down the list at a mere 330 million active users. 
 
This is literally the biggest revolution in communication and social interaction since the 
invention of the printing press.  

• It has revolutionized how we talk to one another. 

• It has revolutionized how we get our news. 

• It has revolutionized how we perceive the world.  
 
It is safe to say that anyone who has an account on any of these platforms is influenced by 
them in some way.  
 
“Social media influencer” 
The Digital Marketing Institute wrote an article about social media influencers and said this 
about the definition: “A social media influencer is a user who has established credibility in a 
specific industry, has access to a huge audience, and can persuade others to act based on their 
recommendations.” https://digitalmarketinginstitute.com/en-us/blog/9-of-the-biggest-social-
media-influencers-on-instagram 
 
A few years ago there was a group of people trying to put on a music festival. So they asked 
social media influencers to post about it on their Instagram page, paying some of them 
$250,000 to do so.  
Why did these people get paid so much? Influence.  
 
Influence: “the capacity to have an effect on the character, development, or behavior of 
someone or something, or the effect itself.” 
 
As followers of Jesus we are called to be and to have an influence in this world.  
When we put our faith in the work of Jesus on our behalf, that does not start a lifetime of 
putting our feet up and letting life coast by until we die.  
 
Jesus talks about this in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5. 

https://digitalmarketinginstitute.com/en-us/blog/9-of-the-biggest-social-media-influencers-on-instagram
https://digitalmarketinginstitute.com/en-us/blog/9-of-the-biggest-social-media-influencers-on-instagram
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Matthew 5:13-16: “13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 
under people's feet. 14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.15 Nor 
do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 
 
Big idea: As followers of Christ we are called to influence the world for God’s kingdom.  
 
Fathers, we are called to influence the people that God has put in our lives for his kingdom as well.  
It has often been said that the best thing a father can do for his kids is to love their mother well. 
The most important discipleship relationship in your life is with your kids. How will you 
influence them for the building up of God’s kingdom?  
 
The follower of Jesus must influence those around them for God’s kingdom. And there are 
three things to look at in starting to do that: identity, initiative, and integrity. 
 

Identity 
Before we even begin to function as followers of Jesus we need to understand our identity. We 
need to understand not only who we are but whose we are. 
 
Paul puts it well in Ephesians 2:19-22: “19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom 
the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.” 

  
We must remember that we are image-bearers of God.  
We must remember that we are equal in worth, value, and dignity. 
We must remember that we are eternal beings. 
And we must remember that we are “fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God.” (Ephesians 2:19).  
 
To be clear, this is not a self-help, motivational speech to make us feel better. 
No, this is taking the apostle Paul at his word when he says, “You are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.” 
 
Our identity has changed for the better. 

• Paul uses the words that are translated in the ESV as “strangers” and “aliens.”  

• He is saying that every follower of Jesus needs to remember where they came from.  

• As followers of Jesus we must remember where we were (separated); we realize where 
we are (saved); and we resolve to live as faithful followers of Jesus, grounded in our 
identity in him (sent).  
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Fathers, let this be your resting place. It is only to the extent that we acknowledge that it is 
God’s Spirit working in us that we can ever be effective in our family roles.  
 
We are not alone in our stance before God. 

• Paul also says that we are, “fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets…” (vv. 19-20) 

• We do not live in isolation. 

• I think we can often picture our identity as a lone warrior, doing battle with an enemy in 
a “mano-y-mano” struggle for victory. 

• But the picture that Scripture paints is less “lone warrior” and more “phalanx.”  

• In Philippians 1:27-28 Paul says, “27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel 
of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you 
are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the 
gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents.” 

• The gospel is too precious and too powerful to live under the impression that we are 
“lone wolves” pursuing God’s kingdom.  

• We were separated, now we’re reconciled, let’s stand firm together.  

• Fathers, support one another. Ask how fatherhood is going, and not just on a superficial 
level. In Life Groups, ask about the spiritual state of each other’s families. 

• Non-fathers, support fathers by asking fathers how fatherhood is going. Guys, learn 
about fatherhood before becoming one.  

• This is all part of what Paul describes in Ephesians 2:21: “the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord” 

 
Our identity is nothing without Jesus. 

• Paul says in Ephesians 2:20 that “Christ Jesus himself [is] the cornerstone” of the 
household of God.  

• A cornerstone was a stone that was laid at the corner of a building, to join two walls 
together. This stone was often the biggest and most sturdy stone of all the stones used 
in the building. 

• The imagery of a cornerstone is used in relation to Jesus throughout Scripture. 
o Isaiah 28:16 

o 1 Peter 2:4-7 

• We are fragile when we are not secure in eternal things. When our security rests upon 
the temporary elements of this world, it is on shaky ground. 

 

Initiative 
Southfield has four core values, which are in the acronym LITT. If you remember, back in 
February we took four Sundays and walked through each of the four letters in the acronym  
 
The second one is “Initiating servant relationships.” 

• 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 talks about how if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation. It talks 
about how God reconciled – and is reconciling – his people to himself.  
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• Paul says that because God initiated reconciliation with us, we ought to initiate servant 
relationships with others.  

• So this attitude of initiation is baked into the core of what it means to be a follower of 
Jesus. If we are to be people of influence in this world, then we need to be initiators of 
reconciliation.  

 
While initiating reconciliation is crucial and top-of-mind for the follower of Jesus, if someone is 
already “reconciled” or already a follower of Jesus, then no reconciliation needs to be initiated. 
But other things do.  
 
Initiative means, “the power or opportunity to act or take charge before others do.” 
A person with initiative knows and anticipates what action needs to be taken. 
 
All throughout Scripture we see the concept of being proactive rather than reactive. This idea of 
taking action when the opportunity arises, regardless of if others are doing it, is talked about 
repeatedly in Scripture.  
 
2 Timothy 1:7: “7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” 

• The NIV translation says that God didn’t give us a spirit of “timidity.” 

• Speaking to men: When it comes to influencing those God has put in your life, don’t be timid.  

• Our lives should not be defined by fear or passivity.  

• This is not to say that women can’t be bold and courageous. But Scripture spends a lot 
of time telling men to be strong, to stand firm, to be bold. 

• 1 Corinthians 16:13: “13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.” 

• Proverbs 29:25 says, “25 The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is safe.” 
 
The follower of Jesus must have a firm resolve. We cannot be the ones that react rather than act.  
The follower of Jesus must reject passivity and be marked by a resolve to be influencers rather 
than to be influenced.  
James 4:17 says, “17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.” 
 
In all of this remember that our initiative is grounded in what we talked about in the beginning: 
our identity in Christ.  

• Because of who we are in Christ, we can be initiators;  

• Because of who we are in Christ we can reject the fear of man;  

• Because of who we are in Christ we can reject passivity and embrace the activity that 
God has called us to.  

 
We also cannot forget that any initiative of ours must be subjected to the will of God.  
Why? Multiple reasons, but let’s start with “because Jesus’ initiative was subjected to the will of God.” 
In John 5:19 Jesus says to his disciples, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his 
own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the 
Son does likewise.” 

• If we want to be people that influence this world, we must be in line with the will of God. 
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• Our will is easily messed up. If even Jesus submitted himself to the Father’s will, how much 
more do we need to? 

 

Integrity 
Our actions as followers of Jesus and people of influence all stem from our identity being firmly 
grounded in who we are as part of God’s family.  
 
1 Peter 2 Peter teaches about how we can be influencers in the world: 
1 Peter 2:12: “12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation.” 
 
Here Peter commends integrity to followers of Jesus.  
Integrity: “the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles.” 
 
If we want people to listen to what we have to say then we must not put up unnecessary 
obstacles that will block their hearing.  
 
As followers of Jesus we have a message, called the Gospel. Our message is communicated 
through both words and actions. If our words and actions do not match up then that severely 
limits out ability to influence others for Jesus.  
 
Chuck Swindoll said this about integrity: "Few things are more infectious than a godly lifestyle. 
The people you rub shoulders with everyday need that kind of challenge. Not prudish. Not 
preachy. Just cracker jack clean living. Just honest to goodness, bone - deep, non-hypocritical 
integrity." 
 
We know that people will say bad things about our conduct, no matter if our conduct is actually 
bad. But by God’s grace give them no reason to be right.  

• Peter said in our 1 Peter 2 passage “when they speak against you as evildoers…” 

• We should not be shocked when a non-believer speaks against a Christian, whether that 
is us or someone else.  

• The key thing to consider is the question of “Are they right?” 

• We must focus on the things that God has called us to affect. It is useless to try to 
change things that we cannot affect.  

 
Lastly, notice the reason that Peter gives for acting with integrity: that “they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God…” 
 
God’s glory is the goal. Remember our big idea: we are called to influence the world for God’s 
kingdom.  
 
We do not act with integrity so that people will look at us and say, “Oh wow, they are such 
honorable people.” If that is where our desire ends, then it is temporary and short-sighted.  
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Our goal should be to act with integrity so that others might look at us and say, “Oh wow, they 
are not trusting in themselves. Their identity is not based upon the things of this world. There is 
something deeper that they are resting in. They are not passively coasting through life, but are 
living intentionally to build others up. I want that kind of integrity. How can I get that? What is 
the source of that integrity?” 
 
And God is glorified. 
 

Conclusion 
We are called to be people of influence.  
In that pursuit, let us not forget the source of that influence; our identity lies with Jesus and our status 
as children of God.  
Let us not remain passive in our conduct; our mission is too urgent to coast through life.  
Let us act with integrity in all things; by the empowering of the Holy Spirit our honorable actions will 
bring glory to God.  
 
John Stott wrote an article shorty before he died titled “Four Ways Christians Can Influence the World.” 
He talked about the power of prayer, the power of truth, the power of example, and the power of 
group solidarity. In his last sentence he said this, which I think is a fitting end for us today: “Let's offer 
ourselves to God, as instruments in his hands—as salt and light in the community. The church could 
have an enormous influence for good, in every nation on earth, if it would commit itself totally to Christ. 
Let's give ourselves to him, who gave himself for us.” 
 

Application 
• Are you fully resting in the fact that you are a “[member] of the household of God”? (Eph. 2:19) 

If not, what temporary thing are you placing your trust in?  

• What area of your life are you being passive in? A relationship, job, reading Scripture, 
memorizing Scripture? Something else? What is a step you can take to be more active? 

• What are some ways that our integrity can bring glory to God? What is an example you have 
seen of someone’s integrity bringing glory to God? 

• Who are some of the people God has placed in your life for you to influence? How are you 
influencing them and how can you improve? 


