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Sermon Notes (Easter)                 Ben Muir 
Romans 6:1-14                    4/21/19 

 

“King Jesus” 
 

Introduction 
On Palm Sunday we celebrated Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
The people of Jerusalem accurately identified him as a king, they simply vastly misunderstood 
and underestimated his role as king.  
 
We remember victors. We remember Alexander the Great, Napoleon, William the Conqueror, 
the Cowboys of the ‘90s, the Patriots of the last two decades, why? Because they were 
victorious.   
Lots of great leaders had defining moments or defining victories: 

• Douglas MacArthur: Philippines (“I shall return” and two years later he did) 

• Ulysses S. Grant: Civil War 

• George Washington: Revolutionary War 
 
Jesus also had a defining victory: his resurrection from the dead.  
 
The resurrection of Jesus is unique among all world religions and worldviews.  
In fact Christianity is unlike any other religion in that it is not a system of thought, a collection of 
teachings, or a set of morals.  
The faith of Christians is centered around a historical event that, if proven false, would collapse 
the rest of our faith.  
 
The word “gospel” means “good news,” not just “good beliefs.” It refers to an actual event. 

• 1 Corinthians 15:14: “14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain 
and your faith is in vain.” 

• 1 Corinthians 15:17: “17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are 
still in your sins.” 

 
The Christian faith is centered around a historical event and the question of, “What are the 
implications of that event?”  
 
Paul often talks about the salvation that we have, the transformation that we go through, and 
the reconciliation that is achieved through the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
In our passage, look for themes of resurrection, life, and the kingship of Jesus.  
Romans 6:1-14: “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of 
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried 
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therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body 
of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one 
who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for 
all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to 
God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as 
instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not 
under law but under grace.” 
 
Big idea: The resurrection of Jesus proves that Jesus is king. 
 
Jesus now reigns over all. He is the ultimate victor.  
Ephesians 1:22-23: “22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be 
head over everything for the church,23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything 
in every way.” 
 
Jesus is king over: 

• Death  

• The Church 

• Us 
 

Jesus is king over death 
Romans 6:9-10: “9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the 
life he lives he lives to God.” 
 
We see the topic of resurrection come up in our fairy tales.  
The difference between Jesus and a fairy tale is that Jesus is living happily ever after and he has 
no end to his days, nor will he ever have an end to his days.  

 
Resuscitation vs resurrection  

• Resuscitation is what happened when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, or Jairus’ 
daughter. They died, Jesus brought them back to life, but they eventually died again.  

• True resurrection is to die, rise from the dead, and never die again.  
 
The resurrection gives us hope.  
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Chapman University is in Orange, California. They did a survey last year of 1,190 random adults 
across America, asking their level of fear about 94 different phenomena, including crime, 
government, the environment, disasters, technology, and much more.  

• “Corrupt government officials” topped the list with almost 74% of those surveyed saying 
they were either “Afraid” or “Very Afraid” of it.  

• Environmental decay ranked high, financial worries, and loved ones becoming sick and 
dying pretty much rounded out the top ten.  

• We don’t have to fear any of these things, because Jesus is alive. 
 
Now I am not saying those things won’t happen; I’m saying we don’t need to fear them. 
 
Jesus faced death and overcame it.  
If he can do that, what is too hard for him? If he can conquer what is permanent, why should 
we fear what is temporary?  
 
Jesus is king over death. 
 

Jesus is king over the church 
I mean the universal church, the collection of followers of Jesus from around the globe.  
 
Here is one way we see this played out today: The early Christians were still fully immersed in a 
Jewish culture, which gathers together on Saturday.  
So why did they start meeting on Sunday? Why do we meet on Sunday? Because Jesus rose 
from the dead on a Sunday. We celebrate and remember the resurrection of Jesus.  
 
Ephesians 1:18-23 (NIV): “18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that 
you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his 
holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as 
the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 
every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God 
placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 
church,23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.” 
 
A good king identifies with his people. 

• Verse 23 literally says that the church is Jesus’ “body.” 

• At the beginning of time Adam said about Eve “[she] is bone of my bones 
    and flesh of my flesh.” 

• This is the same imagery we see about Jesus and the church. There is a close 
identification, an unbreakable bond, between Jesus and his church. 
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A good king knows his people. 

• God created us. 

• If we are the “body” of Christ, do you think he knows the church intimately?  

• If I am “king” over my body and try to care for it the best I can, how much more does 
Jesus know us and care for us? 

 
A good king is concerned about the well-being of his people.  

• Later, in Ephesians 5, Paul encourages husbands to love their wives just “as Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.” (Ephesians 5:25) 

• Jesus gave himself up for his people.  
 
What does this mean for a church? 

• It is not a social club. 

• It does not measure success like a normal organization that does not have Jesus as its head. 

• It is Jesus-centric in everything. 

• It is equipped with the power of God.  
o Ephesians 1:18-20 (NIV): “18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in 

order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. 
That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms.” 

o The power of God that raised Jesus from the dead is an incomprehensible power.  
o We have that power. 

 

Jesus is king over us 
In the resurrection of Jesus we find the example or representation of what happens in us when 
we choose to follow him.  
Romans 6:5: “For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his.” 
 
This is what happens in a follower of Jesus.  
Jesus died. We died, to our old selves.  
 
Romans 6:6: “We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.” 

• Jesus rose from the dead. We rose from the dead, in our new selves.  
 
Romans 6:7-11: “For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he 
died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 

• Because Jesus is alive, we can, and must be, alive to God in Christ Jesus! 



5 
 

 
The reign of Jesus is not a representative democracy. 
And yet the reign of King Jesus is more loving, compassionate, and selfless than any form of 
government that has ever been dreamed up by mankind.  
 
We often say that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. 
Jesus is both Lord and Savior. 
We often focus on Savior. It’s the Lord part that we sometimes forget.  
 

 
 

Conclusion 
Abraham Kuyper: “There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over 
which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, ‘Mine!’” 
 
If you’re a follower of King Jesus this morning, where is your “square inch” (or multiple square 
inches) that is not surrendered to him?  
 
If you have never surrendered to Jesus, if your life looks more like the circle with yourself on 
the throne, I want to encourage you to consider our big idea today: the resurrection of Jesus 
proves that Jesus is King. 
 
The last verse of the hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” says this: “Were the whole 
realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small.” It’s saying that even if we possessed 
all the grandeur of nature that would be too small a present to give to God in return for what 
he has done for us. 
The last line says this: “Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” 
The love of God compels us to give our soul, our life, our all. 
What is keeping you from doing that today?  
 

Application 
• What “square inch” of your life have you not surrendered to Christ? (see Abraham 

Kuyper quote above) 

• What are some reasons you are convinced or not convinced that the resurrection of 
Jesus happened? 

o Go to www.coldcasechristianity.com and search “resurrection” for some helpful info. 

• What does baptism symbolize? Have you participated in this command of Jesus?  

• What difference does the resurrection make in your life? 

• What is something you are fearing? How does the truth of Jesus’ resurrection affect that? 

http://www.coldcasechristianity.com/

