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Sermon Notes                           Ben Muir 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20                    2/10/19 
 

“Initiating Servant Relationships” 
 

Introduction 
Today we are continuing our journey through the four elements of LITT.  
 
Last week we talked about “living by the Word in loving community.”  
 
Today we are talking about the “I”: initiating servant relationships. 
We will center on 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 as we do. 
 
Definition of “initiate” – To cause to begin 
 
Big idea: God initiated a relationship with us, so we initiate relationships with others. 
 
Today we are going to look at: 

• God’s initiation 

• Our initiation 
 
God was the first initiator. 
We will never understand what it means to “initiate servant relationships” until we understand 
the gospel. Until we understand what God did on our behalf we will never understand what 
God calls us to do on others’ behalf.  
 

God’s Initiation 
When there was only darkness in the world, God stepped in and initiated the process of creation. 
 
God created man in his own image 
 
God initiated the process of finding a helper for man. God created woman in his own image 
 
The Fall happens. God and man are separated. 
 
Even then, God had a plan to restore us. 
 
In Genesis 12 God steps in and initiates a relationship with Abraham.  
 
Abraham’s descendants become the Israelites and end up in slavery in Egypt for over 400 years. 
 
Then God initiates their deliverance, as he had already promised to Abraham centuries earlier in 
Genesis 15. He initiates their deliverance and calls his people to himself.  
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Then he teaches them about himself. 
In Leviticus 19:2 he says, “You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.” 
 
Fast forward through the centuries, and finally God fulfills his promise. He sends a savior. He initiates 
reconciliation.  
 
Romans 5:8: “8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Jesus died for us while we were his enemies. 
 
The greatest news is that Jesus did not stay in the grave.  He rose from the dead.  
 
In the words of the preacher S.M. Lockridge, “Herod couldn't kill Him, death couldn't handle Him, and 
the grave couldn't hold Him. That’s my king!” 
 
What followed Jesus’ sacrifice is a unique call from our God. It is a call to partner with him, to imitate 
him, in reaching this world.  
We can read about this in our main passage for today: 2 Corinthians 5:17-20.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
“17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.” 

• First, Paul is telling us that whoever calls on the name of Jesus to save them – thus becoming 
“in Christ,” – becomes a “new creation.” Not a “refurbished” creation. A “new” creation. 

• Second, Paul tells us that God “reconciled us to himself” through Christ.  

• Third, Paul tells us that God “gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” 

• After that he summarizes what he just said (God reconciled us to himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation). But then in verse 20 he says, “20 Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.” 

 
We have already established that God was the first initiator.  
He “reconciled us to himself.” 
 

Our Initiation 
He says that we are “ambassadors for Christ.”  
“I initiated, now you go and initiate.” 

• Ephesians 5:1: “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.” 

• 1 Peter 1:16: “15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in your conduct, 16 

since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’” 

• 1 John 4:19: “19 We love because he first loved us.” 
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• John 17:20-21: 20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through 
their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also 
may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” 

• 1 Corinthians 11:1: (Paul) “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 
 
It is the mandate of the believer to be an initiator. We do not have the option of being faithful 
and not being an initiator.  
Do not be the man with one talent that Jesus talks about in Matthew 25.  
 
In the context of our 2 Corinthians 5 passage, our “talent” is being an ambassador for Christ. 
What does an ambassador do? He represents his home country in a foreign land. We are 
representing the kingdom of God to this world.  
What does a good ambassador do? He interacts with the people in the land he is in, working for 
the good of his home land.  
 
The cool thing about being an ambassador for Christ is that working for the good of his kingdom 
means that we are also working for the good of the people on earth.  
Because ultimately God desires that every citizen of earth become a citizen of heaven. 
 
When someone asks a follower of Jesus, “Why do you care for others? Why do you serve them?” We 
can say, “Because humans are made in the image of God, and God showed us how.” 

• Philippians 2:5-8 

• In Mark 10 James and John request to sit at Jesus’ right and left hands. They essentially want a 
prestigious position in his coming kingdom. But Jesus essentially tells them, “You keep on using 
that word. I do not think it means what you think it means.” He tells them in Mark 10:45, “45 For 
even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” 

 
What are some practical ways that “initiating servant relationships” looks like? 
 
(some of this content is adapted from an article posted on the International Mission Board website a 
couple of years ago: https://www.imb.org/2017/04/25/workplace-evangelism/  by Sebastian Traeger) 
 
Speech  
Ask questions 

• The best way to be interesting is to be interested. 

• Being genuinely curious about people is one of the biggest compliments you can pay them. 
 
Avoid grumbling 

• One of the best ways a believer can stand out in a secular setting is by what they don’t say. 

• Grumbling about bosses, professors, friends, significant others, spouses, etc. is always in style. 
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• But a believer takes Paul’s words in Ephesians 4:29 to heart: “29 Let no corrupting talk come out 
of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may 
give grace to those who hear.” 

 
These speech habits can be applied in the workplace.  
They can be applied in your neighborhood. 
They can be applied on your campus. 
They can be applied to your family, whether immediate or extended. 
They can be applied in the places you hang out: the gym, restaurants, grocery store, sports games, etc. 
 
Application: how can I intentionally use my speech to initiate a relationship this week? 
 
Meals 
I am a huge fan of using food to initiate and develop relationships. 
Why? 

• Everyone eats. It is an immediate point of relationship. 

• You are going to do it anyway. Why not do it with someone else? 

• I try to do two things with my meals: 
1. Eat with someone else (you both have to do it anyway, and food is a natural icebreaker) 
2. Eat while improving myself (reading, listening to something, or just silent meal) 

 
Habits 
What is the goal of initiating servant relationships? 

• As we become initiators of servant relationships we must become inviters.  

• As you are using your speech to get to know someone; as you are having meals to initiate and 
develop relationships; as you are serving those around you, ask yourself a couple of questions: 

o Is this person connected with God?  
o Is this person connected with God’s Word? 
o Is this person connected with God’s people? 

• God, God’s word, and God’s people are the only three truly eternal things.  

• Once you have answered those questions, ask yourself: “How can I connect them with God, 
God’s Word, or God’s people?” 

o Do they need to hear the gospel? Share it. 
o Do they need to hear God’s Word proclaimed? Invite them to church. 
o Do they need to be in community with people? Invite them to church or Life Group.  

• Thom Rainer (former president of Lifeway) said in his book “The Unchurched Next Door” that 
“82 percent of the unchurched are at least ‘somewhat likely’ to attend church if they are 
invited.” 

 
On any given Sunday, it’s safe to say that no more than 20% of Arlington goes to church.  
80% of Arlington is not connected with God’s people or God’s Word on a regular basis.  
 
There are three main ways that a church not only grows but multiplies: 
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1. Babies  
2. People switching from one church to another  
3. New believers (praise God) 

a. People getting re-connected with church 
 
There is a phrase that summarizes in three words how Southfield functions as a church. 
We “Gather, Grow, Go”  

• Gather: “Living by the Word in loving community” 

• Grow: “Living by the Word in loving community” 

• Go: “Initiating servant relationships” 

• Go: “Talk persuasively about Jesus” 

• Gather: “Teach new and renewed believers to do the same.” 
 

Application 
• Meditate on the fact that God initiated our salvation while we were sinners. Let it bring you to 

gratitude.  

• What is an element of the life and service of Jesus that you can imitate this week? 
o Hanging out with sinners 
o Doing the lowest job 
o Associating with the outcast 
o Meeting physical needs 

• How can you use your words this week to initiate (or develop) a servant relationship? Share a 
name with your Life Group. Pray about it! 

• How can you use one (or more) of your meals this week to initiate (or develop) a servant 
relationship?  

o Lunch break at work, in between classes, dinner in your home.  

• As you are thinking through these potential interactions this week, think about how you will 
invite them to connect with God, God’s Word, or God’s people? Or all of them! 

 
 


