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Overview for LG                  Ben Muir 
Romans 12:4-18                                2/3/19 
 

“Living by the Word in Loving Community” 
 
For the four Sundays in February we will be going over the foundational rhythms of Southfield.  
 
Why have something like “LITT”? 

• LITT is one version of taking all the teaching of Scripture on how a church should live and 
boiling it down to a concise form.  

• To be clear, we are not saying that LITT is the only way for a church to live.  

• LITT is merely the outpouring of a process of Spirit-inspired prayer and discussion that 
took place in the mid-1990s as Southfield was being formed, and we carry that legacy 
forward today.  

 
Today we are talking about the “L” of “LITT,” which is “Living by the word in loving community.” 
 
There are three main settings that this principle manifests itself at Southfield: 

• The large group 

• The small group 

• The family  
 
The large group is what we do on Sunday mornings. 
The small group is our Life Groups, where we gather in homes. 
And the family includes the large and small group, but is also what I call the in-between times. If the 
large and small group are bricks stacked together, the family is the mortar that holds it together.  
 
In Acts 2:45-46 we see all three of these settings. 

• Family (taking care of one another), large group (“attending the temple together”), and 
small group (“breaking bread in their homes”) 

 
Our main passage today is one that I have considered for a long time to be the best description 
of what a group of believers should look like as they live in community with each other.   
This passage gives a lot of detail to the question: “What does it look like to live by the Word in 
loving community?” 
 
Romans 12:4-18 
4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: 
if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his 
teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the 
one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
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9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.10 Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be 
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.15 Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, 
but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, 
but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 
 
I think a great way to summarize this passage is, “Live by the Word in loving community.” 
 
The phrase “by the Word” is important. 

• When we live “by the Word” we anchor our lives to something that is immovable and 
we avoid changing our standards over time.  

• Elizabeth Elliot (wife of Jim Elliot, famous missionary martyr) said this about the Bible: 
“The Word of God I think of as a straight edge, which shows up our own crookedness. 
We can’t really tell how crooked our thinking is until we line it up with the straight edge 
of Scripture.”  

 
We must live “by the Word” but we also must be “loving.” 

• It is possible to live “by the Word” and not be loving. You wouldn’t be living by the 
whole Word but you can certainly obey a lot of what Scripture says without being 
loving.  

 
So how does “living by the Word in loving community” express itself at Southfield? 
 

Large Group 
God’s people regularly gathering together is literally one of the oldest traditions in the world.  
 
It was consistently the custom of the early church leaders to attend a large gathering of God’s people.  

• Acts 3:1: “Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the 
ninth hour.” 

• Acts 5:42 tells us that, “ 42every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did 
not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.” 

 
Gathering weekly in a large group reminds us that we are not just individuals in our walk with 
Jesus, we are also connected to something bigger.  
1 Corinthians 12:27: “27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” 
 
Gathering weekly in a large group gives us an opportunity to exercise the gifts that we have 
been given in order to build up the body of Christ. 
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1 Corinthians 12:4-7: “4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 
varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who empowers them all in everyone.7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good.” 
Spiritual gifts are given for “for the common good.” 
 
Going to church is not about you. It’s not about me.  
 
Excerpts from an article posted on The Gospel Coalition website on March 1, 2018:  
“At all times and in all places, the gathering of the saints is a means of grace established by God 
for edifying his people…We gather because the God we’re worshiping has instituted our 
gathering as a main way he matures and strengthens and comforts us…Go, because the church 
gathers every Sunday to remember the death of Jesus for our sins and the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead, and that’s precisely what we all need to remember and celebrate, regardless of 
what else is going on in our lives.” 
 
Paul says in our Romans 12 passage in verses 4 through 6: “4 For as in one body we have many 
members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to 
the grace given to us, let us use them:” 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 
 
Did you catch from all these passages that the purpose of meeting together is “others-
focused?” We use our gifts to stir others up. 
 
Assess your heart right now. What is your motivation to go to church? For every benefit that 
you receive, see if you can match it up with something that you give.  
 
What keeps you from gathering with God’s people? Do you use the gifts that God has given you 
to build others up? Do you come right when it starts and leave right when it ends? How can you 
maximize your gathering in the large group? 
 

Small Group 
The home has always been a central place of gathering for the believer. 
 
In Luke 9 when Jesus sends out the 12 disciples he tells them to go to houses.  
In Acts 12 when Peter is in prison, where did the believers gather to pray for him? A house. 
In Acts 20 Paul tells the elders from Ephesus that he taught them from “house to house.” 
The end of the books of Romans, 1 Corinthians, and Colossians all talk about a church that 
meets in a house. 
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The home was obviously a central part of ministry. Hospitality was a prerequisite to ministry, 
which is why Paul encourages the believers to “seek to show hospitality” in Romans 12:13.  
 
Rosario Butterfield coins the term “radically ordinary hospitality” in her book “The Gospel 
Comes with a House Key.” She says, “Radically ordinary hospitality is this: using your Christian 
home in a daily way that seeks to make strangers neighbors, and neighbors family of God.” (31) 
 
From the beginning of Southfield we have always highly valued not just attendance, but also 
participation in a Life group. 
 
Benefits of Life groups (observations from John Piper, sermon from 2009): 
1. The impulse to avoid painful growth by disappearing safely into the crowd in corporate 

worship is very strong. 
 
2. The tendency toward passivity in listening to a sermon is part of our human weakness. 
 
3. Listeners in a big group can more easily evade redemptive crises. If tears well up in your 

eyes in a small group, wise friends will gently find out why. But in a large gathering, you can 
just walk away from it. 

 
4. Listeners in a large group tend to neglect efforts of personal application. The sermon may 

touch a nerve of conviction, but without someone to press in, it can easily be avoided. 
 
5. Opportunity for questions leading to growth is missing. Sermons are not dialogue. Nor 

should they be. But asking questions is a key to understanding and growth. Small groups are 
great occasions for this. 

 
6. Accountability for follow-through on good resolves is missing. But if someone knows what 

you intended to do, the resolve is stronger. 
 
7. Prayer support for a specific need or conviction or resolve goes wanting. O how many 

blessings we do not have because we are not surrounded by a band of friends who pray for 
us. 

 

Family Group 
What do I mean by “family group”?  
What we need to gain a sense of is that if we are only attending a large and small group setting, then 
we are missing the richness of what it means to be in “loving community” with one another. 
 
Yes, there is a lot of community that can happen at our large and small group settings, but 
there is so much more that can happen in the in-between times.  

• What are the needs of those in your Life Group?  

• How do you stay in touch with others throughout the week?  
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If we are to “15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep” as Paul said in 
Romans 12:15 then we must know when they are rejoicing and when they are weeping. We 
must know what makes them rejoice and what makes them weep.  
 
There was some terminology used in the early church that was radical for its time. People called 
each other “brother” and “sister.”  
When Paul said in Romans 12:10 to “10 Love one another with brotherly affection” that was a 
radical statement in that day.  
But this terminology aligns with how God has called the church to live: as a family. 
This is how Jesus described his church: 

• John 13:34-35: “34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as 
I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

• John 17:20-21: “20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in 
you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” 

And Paul writes to the church at Philippi: 

• Philippians 1:27: “27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,” 

 
The unity and love of the family of God can be one of the strongest witnesses to the 
transforming power of our faith. 
 
The reason we can call each other family is because God has made us his children.  
The reason that we have an unchanging standard to guide our community is because God has 
given us his Word.  
The reason that we are able to live by the Word in loving community is because God has given 
us his life. We were dead in our sins but God adopted us into his family. 
A human family is tied together by blood. The family of God is tied together by the blood of Jesus.  
 

Application 
• What are the gifts God has given me that I can use in the large group? What is my 

attitude toward the large group? Do I miss it when I am not there? What is a concrete 
step I can take to be more faithful in the large group? 

• Am I known by my Life group? What is a concrete step I can take to be more known? Is 
Life group an assumed part of my week or an optional part of my week?  

• What are specific ways we can: 
o “10 Love one another with brotherly affection.” 

o “Outdo one another in showing honor.” 

o “13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.”? 
 


