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Sermon Notes                   Ben Muir 
Acts 13:50-14:7                  11/11/18 
 

“Joy Amid Division” 
 

Introduction 
What happens when politics becomes your religion? What happens when a society – made up 
of humans who are designed to worship – becomes increasingly dismissive of anything 
supernatural? Their worship is diverted to something else. Something that promises change for 
the downtrodden, hope for the hopeless, and a community to belong to. What we are 
witnessing today is the ascension of politics from mere theory on how a society is best run to a 
dogma that must be defended at all costs.  
 
Russell Moore said this in his book, “Engaging the Culture without Losing the Gospel,” “it would 
be a tragedy to get the right president, the right Congress, and the wrong Christ.”  
 
If politics has become a religion today, in the book of Acts we see that religion has become 
politics. Last week we saw jealousy of Paul and Barnabas’s popularity from the religious leaders. 
Today we will see fake news. But we will also see devotion to the gospel.  
 
Acts 13:50-14:7 
50 But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the 
city, stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their 
district. 51 But they shook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium. 52 And 
the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.  
Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that 
a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the 
Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So they remained for a long time, 
speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and 
wonders to be done by their hands. 4 But the people of the city were divided; some sided with 
the Jews and some with the apostles. 5 When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, 
with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, 6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra and 
Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, 7 and there they continued to preach 
the gospel. 
 
Big idea: devotion to the gospel overcomes division among people 
 
13:50: “50 But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the 
city, stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district.” 
 
The Jews used the “devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city” to make trouble.  

• Scripture condemns this kind of behavior. Proverbs 10:18: “The one who conceals 
hatred has lying lips, and whoever utters slander is a fool.” 

• Proverbs 16:28: “A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends.” 
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• Paul writes to Timothy later in his life and, in giving him some direction on how to pick 
deacons, he emphasizes the destructive nature of gossip. He says this in 1 Timothy 3:8 
and 11: “8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued (or “devious in 
speech”)… 11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-
minded, faithful in all things.” 

 
“stirred up persecution” 

• The enemy of the gospel uses gossip, lies, and deception to stop the spread of the gospel.  

• John 8:44 

• John 17:14-18  

• Jesus is interceding for his disciples and we see the answer to his prayer here in Acts 13 
and 14.  

 
13:51: “51 But they shook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium.” 
They “shook off the dust.” Why?  

• Matthew 10:11-15  

• The action of shaking the dust off of their feet communicated to the town that the 
apostles were done with them.  

• Matthew Henry comments that this action communicated this message: “Do your worst, 
we do not fear you; we know whom we serve and whom we have trusted.” 

 
Paul and Barnabas did not waste emotional capital on people that had not only rejected them 
but stirred up others to do the same. 
 
Then they go to Iconium.  

• Note: Iconium was 90 miles southeast from Antioch in Pisidia.  

• Iconium = modern day Konya, Turkey (show pictures) 
 
13:52: “52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.” 
The disciples’ joy was separate from their circumstances. 
 
Not only were they filled with joy, their joy was inseparable from being filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Circumstances are a byproduct of a broken world; joy is a byproduct of being filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 

• Roman 8:5-6 

• Romans 8:18 
 
When you separate your joy from your circumstances you discover a joy that is invincible. 
Nothing can sway it.  
 
So our joy must be separated from our circumstances. But joy also comes with hope. 
 
D.L. Moody was an American evangelist who lived in the mid to late 1800s. He is famous for 
writing his own epitaph, which read, “Some day you will read in the papers that D.L. Moody, of 
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East Northfield, is dead. Don’t you believe a word of it. At that moment I will be more alive than 
I am now.” 
 
Tim Keller said in his book “Making Sense of God,” “There is a joy that sorrow can only enrich 
and deepen until it completely gives way to it. This is hope indeed.” 
 
The disciples in Pisidian Antioch had joy, hope, and peace that only the Holy Spirit can bring. Only a 
mind that is surrendered to the Holy Spirit can have this true peace. What does that look like? 

• Caring more about what God thinks than what anyone else thinks. 

• Surrendering comfort for the sake of loving someone. 

• Surrendering time for the sake of loving someone.  

• Speaking the truth in love when a half-truth in apathy would be much easier.  
 
14:1: “Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a 
way that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed.” 
They move on to a new city and maintain the same pattern: go to a synagogue and talk 
persuasively about Jesus (first “T” in LITT).  
 
They still went to the Jewish synagogue, even after declaring their intention of speaking to the 
Gentiles. Why? 

• I think the main reason that Paul and Barnabas chose to go to the synagogue is because 
it was a place of gathering for the community. It was a place that stood out, that drew 
people in.  

• Application: how can we put ourselves in influential places to be a witness for Christ? 
 
“spoke in such a way”  

• Obedience in evangelism is sharing the gospel. But there are ways you can improve in 
the way you communicate it to make the listener more receptive to it.  

• How can we speak “in such a way” that non-believers can hear and understand the gospel? 
 
Both Jews and Greeks believed 

• This is a ground-breaking statement. It is not so much that the Jews have been left 
behind as the Gentiles have been brought to equal footing with the Jews.  

• Colossians 3:11 

• Ephesians 2:14-16 
 
14:2-3: “2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the 
brothers. 3 So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness 
to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands.” 
 
The Jews poisoned the minds of the Gentiles. So the disciples just stayed there a long time. As 
spiritual opposition increased, the might of the Lord rose to meet the challenge. 
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The “signs and wonders” in this instance were granted specifically to support the message of 
the gospel (“word of his grace”). 
 
Notice that when Paul and Barnabas go to a new city, the preaching comes first, then the signs 
and wonders. 
 
14:4: “4 But the people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with the 
apostles.” 
First of all, the gospel provides previously unheard-of unity to any groups that it touches.  
 
However, the fact remains that there is a choice to be made when someone hears the gospel. 
So while it is true that the gospel unifies those who accept it, it is also true that wherever the 
gospel is preached, lines are drawn.  
 
I want us to ask ourselves this question: am I living my life in such a way that I inspire a 
response to the gospel? There are highs and there are lows in this passage; people responding 
in faith and having invincible joy as a result, and then persecution, with Paul and Barnabas 
literally running for their lives. 
 
Jesus said these highs and lows would happen in Matthew 10. 
The disciples are taking Jesus’s words in Matthew 10 to heart. 

• Matthew 10:16-23 

• Matthew 10:26-33  

• Matthew 10:34 Jesus says, “34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the 
earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.” 

 
14:5-7: “5 When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat 
them and to stone them, 6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and 
to the surrounding country, 7 and there they continued to preach the gospel.” 
 
Important question: how are we defining success in our ministry?  

• Paul and Barnabas kept getting kicked out of cities. According to many modern 
definitions of ministry success, that would not have been a good start.  

• But they were being faithful in proclaiming the gospel and people were responding. Yes, 
there was division, but as we have seen that is to be expected.  

• Make the gospel our lens. When we view people through the lens of what Jesus has 
done for us and offers them, that makes all the hardship in the world seem worth it.  

 

Conclusion 
So we have talked about how religion became politics and division was stirred up. The gospel 
was boldly proclaimed and it drew a reaction.  
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As we talked about at the beginning, people look to politics today for salvation. They look to 
politics for transformation, for change, for the betterment of their situation. They are looking 
for freedom, for justice, for peace.  
I want to challenge us to think about how we can offer them all that they seek, and more, in the 
message of the gospel.  
And this is not to say that politics is not important. After all, it has impact on our everyday lives. 
But our politics must be looked at through the lens of the gospel.  
It is not, “My politics over here and the gospel over here,” but rather, “Because of the nature of 
creation and how God has redeemed me, this is what I value.” 
Spoiler alert: neither political party fully embodies this view.  
 
Do we live our lives in such a way that there is a response to the gospel in the people around 
us? Or have the highs and lows simply become a medium? In other words, is no one ever 
inspired to respond to the gospel – positively or negatively – because of the way we live our 
lives? 
 
Let us live our lives to turn people’s gaze from politics to the gospel.  
 

Application 
• Think of the last time someone had a response to the gospel in your life, either positive 

or negative. What can you do to inspire more responses to the gospel in your life? 

• What is the source of your joy? What circumstances affect your joy? What is a step you 
can take this week to separate your joy from your circumstances? 

• To what extent is your joy based in politics? To what extent is it based on eagerly 
expecting the return of Jesus and the righting of all wrongs? 

• How can we put ourselves in influential places to be a witness for Christ? 

• What parts of the gospel are prone to misunderstanding, especially in a culture that is 
increasingly unfamiliar with Christian terms? How can we adjust? 

 
 


