
1 
 

Sermon Overview                   Ben Muir 
Acts 13:44-49                     11/4/18 
 

“The Word of God and the Heart of God” 
 
Big idea: “The word of God is sufficient to know the heart of God” 
 

The Word of God 
Three eternal things: God, God’s word, and God’s people. They are all linked: God uses his word 
to communicate to his people. 
 
Clarify: “word of God” = “message of God”  
The phrase “word of God” or “word of the Lord” is used four times in this passage. 
 
1. At the very beginning we see that almost the whole city gathered “to hear the word of the 

Lord.” (Luke likely uses a little bit of hyperbole here) 

• Now Antioch in Pisida was a city of mostly Gentiles with a minority of Jews. So the 
Gentiles came to the Jewish “turf” to hear more of the word of the Lord.  

• They heard things that resonated with them. They heard the word of the Lord and it 
stirred something in them. They found something they didn’t even know existed. 

• Application: there are hungry people around us. Find them. 
 
They gathered to simply “hear the word of the Lord.” Our primary criterion for evaluating 
someone who preaches God’s word is their faithfulness to God’s word. You can certainly talk 
about technique and style, but those are a distant second to, “Is this person being faithful to 
God’s word?” 
 
In Wayne Grudem’s “Systematic Theology,” he starts off the whole book by going through the 
doctrine of the word of God. Grudem devotes four separate chapters to attributes of the Bible:  

• Authority: the Bible contains the words of God 

• Clarity: it is accessible to all followers of Jesus 

• Necessity: it is vital to understanding God’s will 

• Sufficiency: it is enough for us to know what God wants us to do 
It is “sufficiency” that I want to highlight this morning. God’s word is sufficient to guide us and 
teach us in this life.  
 
2. Notice later that the Gentiles glorified “the word of the Lord,” not Paul and Barnabas. (v. 48)  
 
These large numbers of people made the Jewish religious leaders (not all the Jews) jealous.  
 
3. Next, Luke tells us that Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying to the Jews, “It was 

necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.” (v. 46) 



2 
 

The Jewish leaders are confronted with the living word of God and their first reaction is: 
jealousy. Notice that Paul says, “Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of 
eternal life,” I’m gonna go talk to someone who wants to listen. (paraphrase) 
 
C.S. Lewis said something that changed my view of hell and the will of God forever. He said in “The 
Great Divorce,” “There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be 
done,’ and those to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’” 
 
4. “And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.” (v. 49) 
 
How and why did it spread? Because it changed lives and people talked about it. So people saw 
the effect of the Gospel and heard the message of the Gospel.  
 
Again, How and why did it spread? Because it is living and active. (Hebrews 4:12) 

• We see God’s word spreading because it acts as God himself. It discerns the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart; it convicts, it comforts, it convinces us of the truth. 

• Some of the great preachers across the ages have commented on this “living” nature of 
God’s word. Charles Spurgeon, the great preacher of the mid-1800s, has a famous quote 
about the Bible. He said, “The Word of God is like a lion. You don’t have to defend a lion. 
All you have to do is let the lion loose, and the lion will defend itself.” 

 
I want to encourage us to develop a culture of invitation.  
 
And it’s not about saying, “Come and see our awesome church with amazing lights and programs and 
music!” Those things are good and many amazing churches do them extremely well. 
 
At Southfield we have chosen to go without some good things to reach for the better things. 
We have chosen to do without some of the “attractional” things to emphasize the “missional” 
things. Ministry has never been about the name of Southfield, which I have always appreciated. 
 
So when you invite someone to Southfield, invite them because they can encounter God’s 
word. Invite them because they can encounter a group of people who are “living by the word in 
loving community.” This is what happened in the week leading up to our passage today. 
 
As we often say, “Southfield is not about ‘come and see.’” Just as often we follow that with “it’s 
about ‘go and tell.’” But I want to modify that just a touch to faithfully respond to we see in 
Acts 13, where a majority of a city gathered to hear the word of the Lord.  
Southfield is about, “Come and grow, go and tell” 
Or “Come and find Jesus, go and tell others.” 
Do you see the subtle difference there? There is a culture of invitation there, but the reason for 
the invitation is not self-centered, it’s Jesus-centered.  
 
So how do we develop a culture of invitation? 

• Face to face. “Can I invite you to something?” 
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• Social media. Redeem it. Bend it to your will for the sake of the Gospel.  

• Text/call. 
 
Maybe you invite someone to Life Group first. Sometimes people can be intimidated by a larger 
group and a more personal group is what they want. 
 
There are three main ways that a church reaches and adds people: 

1. People switching from one church to another one. (does God’s kingdom really grow?) 
2. Babies 
3. Evangelism 

a. Part of the evangelism process could be inviting them to church.  
      3a. Re-involving people who have been separated from church. 
We want to focus on 2 and 3 and 3a.  
 
This is how the word of the Lord spreads across a region. It happens when God’s people take it 
upon themselves to mirror the actions of God and initiate relationships. Be the first to ask 
spiritual questions and invite someone to church.  
 
The “I” in “LITT” is “Initiate servant relationships.” That takes a people who are bold and 
confident in their status before the Lord.  
 

The Heart of God 
It’s interesting that Paul and Barnabas say, “you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy 
of eternal life” (v. 46) and then also say, “as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.” 
(v. 48). 

• The first verse emphasizes the will of the individuals and the second verse emphasizes 
the will of God.  

 
 “Calvinism vs. Arminianism”  

• Polarizing topic 

• This passage is intriguing because we find two ideas that seem to point at each school of 
thought, respectively.  

 
There are multiple passages in Scripture that address both views. 
 
Here is one thing that is clear from God’s word: God wants all people to come to a knowledge of him 
 
Genesis 12:3 
Ezekiel 18:23: 
John 3:16 
1 Timothy 2:3-4  
 
So God wants all people to come to a knowledge of him. Do we want that?  
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How do we know that God wants all people to come to a knowledge of him? He tells us and he 
shows us. Both his words and actions back up this premise. Do both our words and actions back 
up this premise? Or do we only use our words? Common phrase: “People don’t care how much 
you know until they know how much you care.” 
 
Sincere desire is followed by action. 
  
Bottom line: the tension between man’s choice and God’s will in salvation is real but should 
never be pursued to the point of division of the body and at the expense of unity in ministry. 
I encourage you: wrestle with this, search God’s word, but above all: mirror God’s heart.  
 
V. 47 in Acts 13 quotes Isaiah: “’I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 
salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 
 
Luke has talked about God’s heart for the nations before. He talks about it in the second 
chapter of his Gospel. In Luke 2:25 he introduces us to Simeon, a man he describes as waiting to 
see the Messiah. When Mary and Joseph bring baby Jesus to the temple, Simeon takes Jesus 
into his arms and says some amazing things.  

• Simeon tells us that God has prepared salvation for all peoples. 

• He tells us that the heart of God has always been to bring a “light for revelation to the 
Gentiles.” 

 
Yes, salvation was offered to the Jewish people first. In Romans 1:16 Paul says, “16 For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
 
This is the same sentiment that Paul expresses here in verse 46. He tells the Jews, “’It was 
necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you.’” 
The Jews were chosen by God as his instruments of salvation to the world. Why were they chosen? 
 
In Deuteronomy 7:6-8 we see the Lord giving some clarification on his thought process of 
choosing Israel.  
 
God, in his sovereignty, chose the people of Israel to be a light to the nations.  
This is why he wanted them to be holy, why he gave them the law.  
This is why he sent them prophet after prophet to warn them and call them back to himself.  
One of these was Isaiah, who we see quoted here in Acts 13.  
 
The theme of a “servant” runs throughout the book of Isaiah.  
This excerpt in Acts 13 looks back to Isaiah 49:6 which says, “’It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I 
will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
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Isaiah 42 starts off like this: “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.” 
 
First of all, Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of the “servant” theme that runs throughout Isaiah. 
He is the one who brings “justice to the nations” and is a “light for the nations.”  
 
In addition, here we see that Paul and Barnabas, through the redemptive work of Jesus, are also 
made “servants” and carriers of light and justice to the nations.  

 
Pastor Alan said a couple of weeks ago that “Jesus is the fulfillment of all the promises of God.” 
 
The heart of God has been and will be accomplished by the plan of God, in the timing of God, 
and through the people of God. 
 

Conclusion 
This last week a singer named Lauren Daigle sang on the Ellen Show, a daytime TV talk show 
hosted by an openly gay host. She was criticized by some for appearing on the show because 
the host is openly gay.  
She said this in response: “The second we start drawing lines around which people are able to 
be approached and which aren’t, we’ve already completely missed the heart of God. I don’t 
have all the answers in life, but one thing I know is that I can’t choose who I’m supposed to be 
kind to and who I’m not, because that’s the mission, right? Be who Christ was to everyone as 
well.” 
 
So the task before us, as people of God, is to engage in fulfilling the heart of God.  
 
Remember our big idea: “The word of God is sufficient to know the heart of God.” 
 

Application 
• Seek to connect someone with God’s word this week. Be an inviter. 

• How are you doing in being in God’s word? Be in the word of God every day this week. If 
you are having trouble being consistent in it, make a plan.  
In Life Group discuss what barriers keep you from being in God’s word. If you are strong 
in this area, encourage someone who is weak. If you are weak in this area, seek out 
someone who is strong. 

• How are you participating in the heart of God for all people to come to know him? Go or 
send. Always pray.  

 


