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Sermon Overview for LG                         Ben Muir 
Acts 9:10-19                     5/20/18 
 

“Redirection” 
Introduction 
Saul is going through a midlife crisis.  
 
Last week we saw “redemption” in the life of Saul. 
This week we will see “redirection” in the life of Saul. 
 
C.S. Lewis said about progress: “We all want progress, but if you're on the wrong road, progress 
means doing an about-turn and walking back to the right road; in that case, the man who turns 
back soonest is the most progressive.” 
 
Acts 9:10-19 
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 
vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to 
the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for 
behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard 
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here 
he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said 
to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles 
and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake 
of my name.”17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has 
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was 
baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened. 
 
The Lord commissions Saul. 
 
Big idea: We are commissioned by the Lord to be a faithful witness of his name to the nations. 
 
Themes 

 Obedience (look for specific examples) 

 Change 
o Saul was bad, now good 
o Gentiles now included 
o Suffering now expected, honored 

Verse 10 
Who is Ananias? 
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 Acts 22 tells us that he was “a devout man according to the law, well-spoken of by all 
the Jews who lived there.” 

 Likely a native of Damascus, or at least had lived there a long time. 
 
Ananias is available: “’Here I am, Lord.’” 

 Is that our response? Instant readiness? Or do we allow the busyness of life to cloud our 
communication with the Lord? 

o Craig Groeschel says that “The biggest inhibitor of future success is current 
success.” 

o I.e. if what we’re doing right now is working we can become blind to the tides of 
change that inevitably come for any organization.  

o In a similar way, when we’re walking with the Lord, having success, doing good 
things, if we disconnect from hearing fresh things from the Lord then we can 
miss the new things he has for us.  

 A common acronym that is used to describe effective followers of Jesus is FAITH. 
o Faithful, Available, Initiative, Teachable, Heart for God and people. 

 
Verses 11 and 12 
The “street called Straight” is one of the world’s oldest continually-occupied streets. 

 Still in existence today. 
 
Verses 13 and 14 
The first word of verse 13 is “But,” indicating an affirmative answer isn’t coming. 
 
The Lord’s request is “unwise” by our standards. 
At first Ananias didn’t know that Saul had had a change of heart. As far as he knew at that 
moment, God was calling him to personally approach the greatest enemy to followers of Jesus. 

 What is our criteria for evaluating if something is from the Lord? If the question, “Does it 
make sense?” is a large part of the criteria, I encourage you to re-evaluate your criteria. 

 Don’t forsake wisdom. The question is: “Is it the wisdom of God?” 

 The things that God calls us to are no different. They often don’t follow “conventional 
wisdom” 

 
Verse 15 
Saul is the “chosen instrument” of the Lord. 
 
The Lord chose Saul to “carry [his] name.” 

 This has been the role of God’s people since the beginning of time.  

 The name of the Lord has also always been the target of God’s enemies.  
o Starting at creation, God makes man in his own image and assigns him the task 

of taking the Lord’s name and reputation to the uttermost parts of the earth (“fill 
the earth and subdue it.”) 

o Tower of Babel, Genesis 11:4 
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o David and Goliath, 1 Samuel 17:45 
o Proverbs 18:10 

 
Not only to “carry [his] name” but carry it to “the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.” 
This is the start of a shift in the target audience for salvation. 

 Before this point God had largely reserved his favor for his people, Israel.  

 Other people were blessed, but it was usually because of their proximity to Israel. 
o E.g. Rahab, Ruth, Egyptians that joined the Israelites when they left Egypt. 

 But now we see that salvation is for everyone. The Lord is fulfilling his promise from all 
the way back in Genesis 22:17-18 when he told Abraham after being willing to offer up 
Isaac as an offering that he would be a blessing to the nations. 

 See also Isaiah 49:3 

 Acts 3:25-26 (Peter addressing the crowd of Israelites) 
 
So let us guard against reserving our witness of Jesus for people that we are comfortable talking 
to. On the flip side, sometimes people that our rough “equals” (not in worth, in circumstance) 
are the toughest for us to talk to. 

 Have a heart that breaks for the same things that break God’s heart. 
 

The royal wedding was yesterday. Even 2,000 years later Saul’s writings are being used to 
proclaim the name of the Lord to the nations. 
 
Verse 16 
The Lord says that he will show Saul how much he must suffer for his name. 

 Again we see the seeds of Saul’s theology later in life. He is a prolific writer on the 
subject of suffering.  This is a continuation of Jesus’ teaching about suffering. It is a 
necessary part of following Jesus (and one of our themes to look for, “change”).  

 Romans 5:3-5; Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
 

Also, notice the realism that the Lord has with Saul from the very beginning. No sugarcoating. 
Saul is going to suffer for God’s name.  

 God doesn’t tell Saul how much better following Jesus will make Saul feel, no he tells 
him that it’s going to be hard! It’s going to cost him something. 

 What language do we use to explain to people what it means to follow Jesus? Are new 
believers surprised when things get hard? Whose fault is that? Partly, those who are 
discipling them. 

 
Verse 17 
We see here that Ananias was obedient (one of our themes to watch for). 
 
Being human, Ananias is probably still a little hesitant about approaching Saul, just because he 
knows what Saul was up to literally three days earlier. 
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So how does he talk to Saul? He uses the name of Jesus. He says, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus 
who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me…” 

 Ananias uses the name of Jesus as a referral.  

 There are natural barriers of distrust that are broken down by simply invoking a name. 
 
This is an early example of the unity that exists in the body of Christ. 

 This is Saul’s first experience with this unity, and I guarantee you it impacted him. 

 As we have seen so much in these passages, the seeds of Saul’s theology are being planted. 
 
Verse 18 
Scales fall from Saul’s eyes. 

 The scales were symbolic of the spiritual blindness that had occupied his soul.  

 Not so much a punishment as a measure intended to produce a time of reflection. 

 Like Zechariah being struck deaf and mute in Luke 1. 
 
Saul is “filled with the Holy Spirit”. 

 We have the same Holy Spirit and should act accordingly. But do we? 
 
His first act with the Holy Spirit is to be baptized.  
 
Verse 19 
He ate after he was baptized. He hadn’t eaten or drunk in three days (see v. 9).  

 Three days in the dark. We are not told what Saul was thinking about during the three 
days that he was blind and didn’t eat or drink anything. He was probably re-assessing a 
lot of things. His life had just been turned completely on its head, like he had been 
approached by Morpheus. 

 Encounters with Jesus will do that. 
 
Encounters with Jesus often happen when we eliminate distractions. 
 
Application 

 Go through the FAITH acronym. Pick one that you would like for the Holy Spirit to grow 
you in this week.  

 What is an example of a conversation about God you have had with a person who made 
you feel uncomfortable?  

 How can suffering gain glory for God? What is an example in your life where that has 
happened?  

 Saul was blind and fasted for three days. What are potential distractions that are 
keeping you from hearing from God? What can you do this week to change your habits 
and address those distractions?  

 What are concrete steps you can take to be a witness for the name of the Lord this 
week? Optional but encouraged: pair up and share, check back next week.  

 


