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Sermon Overview for Life Group                Ben Muir 
Acts 9:1-9                     5/13/18 
 

“Redemption” 
 

Introduction 
Our passage today picks up from Acts 8:3, which tells us that Saul was “ravaging the church” 
and dragging men and women to prison. 
 
Acts 9:1-9 
“But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he 
went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around 
him. 4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?’ 5 And he said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ 7 The men 
who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose 
from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the 
hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither 
ate nor drank.” 
 
Big idea: God can redeem anything. 
 
Simple approach. What does this passage tell us about Saul, the church, and God. 
 
Incidentally, these three things will become the common theme going forward. The rest of the 
book of Acts will develop these three “entities”. 
Of course we must keep in mind that God is the main character of all of Scripture, and today we 
will more specifically be looking at what this passage tells us about his character. 
 

Saul 
Who was Saul? 

 Roman citizen (from Tarsus) 

 Pharisee  
o Acts 26:4-5 

 Highly-educated 

 Follower of the law 

 Publicly-known persecutor  

 Tenacious  

 Calm, cool, calculated (watched coats while a man was unjustly stoned to death) 

 Writer of 13 books of the New Testament 
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I encourage you: next to the person of Jesus Christ, get to know the person of Paul. 
 
Where was Saul?  

 Damascus was/is in Syria, about 135 miles northeast of Jerusalem.  

 A six-day journey by foot. 
Timeline of his life 

 Born in Tarsus, in modern-day eastern Turkey, probably around the time of Jesus’ birth. 

 In A.D. 20-30 he studied under Gamaliel in Jerusalem, a widely-respected teacher of the 
law.  

 
What happened to Saul here?  

 Called to ministry. 

 Saul retells this story a couple of times later in Acts: in chapters 22 and 26.  
 
It is worth noting that Luke tells this story three times in the book of Acts. 

 
Ultimately the story of Saul is this: one of the greatest villains becomes the hero. 
 
This is not a motif we often see in our stories. Overwhelmingly our stories are about the good 
guy overcoming the bad guy. Not the bad guy becoming a good guy. Where’s the satisfaction in 
that? Where’s the revenge? 
 
As is often the case, the ways of God do not align with the ways and wishes of men.  

 Heart check: How often do we pray for the destruction of our enemies instead of 
praying for the redemption of our enemies?  

 How many Christians in the first century do you think were praying for the salvation of 
Saul? Looking back, do you think they wished they had?  

 How often do we only pray for things that “make sense”? How often do we limit our 
requests to the realm of common sense?  

 Do we truly desire that our desires line up with God’s desires? 

 Then Church, may we pray big requests. May we pray God-sized requests. 
 

The Church 
The Gospel has made it to Damascus; 135 miles from Jerusalem. 
 
“the Way” 

 Evidently this was a phrase used to identify followers of Jesus (who were not yet called 
“Christians” at this point).  

 Could be a reference to John 14:6: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” 

 
Looking at verses 4 and 5 we see that the church is joined with Jesus. 
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 Acts 9:4-5“4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting me?’ 5 And he said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said, ‘I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” 

 In verse 5 Saul replies, “Who are you, Lord?” In addressing Jesus as “Lord” Saul is not 
acknowledging his deity as much as giving proper respect to a heavenly figure.  

 What language does Jesus use to identify who Saul was persecuting? Jesus says “you are 
persecuting me” 

 So there is a union between the followers of Jesus and the person of Jesus.  

 Saul is not dumb. This connection was not lost on him. At his first encounter with the 
resurrected Jesus, Saul hears Jesus say that any action taken toward his church is taken 
towards him.  

 
Where else have we heard this concept before? From Jesus when he was on earth. 

 Matthew 25:35-36: “35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.’” 

 Then the righteous ask him (paraphrasing), “When did we see you like all that?” 

 Verse 40: “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” 

Also Matthew 10:40, 42: “40 Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me 
receives him who sent me.” 
“42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, 
truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.” 
 
It would make sense that this first encounter with the risen Jesus would heavily shape Saul’s 
theology going forward, because no one writes more abundantly than Saul/Paul on the 
relationship of Jesus and his church.  

 Listen to the language that Saul/Paul later uses in writing to the church at Ephesus. 
Listen for the close identification of Jesus and his church. 

 Ephesians 5:22-33:  

  
This rich theology has grown out of the seed of Jesus’ statement to Saul in verse 4 of our Acts 
passage. “Why are you persecuting me?” 
 

God 
Great question to ask about any passage: What does this passage say about God? 

 A.W. Tozer is famous for saying, “What comes into our mind when we think about God 
is the most important thing about us.” (this quote was posted on the church Facebook 
page a couple of weeks ago) 

 
This passage is one of the clearest examples of the hand of God orchestrating history. 
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Now it has been well-established both today and by Luke, the author, that Saul was not, by 
human standards, a prime candidate for super-apostle.  
 
So what is one thing this passage tells us about God? 
God calls whom he wants (He is sovereign). 

 Galatians 1:11-17 gives us insight from Saul/Paul’s own hand as to how to interpret 
what’s going on in our Acts 9 passage. He said he was “set apart”  

 Galatians 1:11-17 

 Saul emphasizes that the gospel he received is through the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 In Acts 9:1-9 we see a crystal clear picture of the grace of God.  
Grace: giving something that is not deserved. 

 
So God is targeting Saul, but to what end?  
 
We see in Acts 9 that, partly because of persecution, a great quantity of believers is scattering 
from Jerusalem. But what is needed to harness the power of great numbers of people? Great 
leadership. 
 
So what else do we learn about God from this passage?  
God is strategic. 
 
This is what the Lord is doing here with Saul. His church is on the move; the Gospel is on the 
move; people are coming to the Lord. And the Lord is raising up a leader. 
 
When observing and trying to decipher our culture, ask yourself this question: Could terrible, 
unexplained things be happening so that God may ultimately be glorified?  

 Isaiah 26:8: “In the path of your judgments, O Lord, we wait for you; your name 
and remembrance are the desire of our soul.” 

 Is it possible that God can redeem anyone and anything?  

 From what Luke tells us in Acts chapter 9 the answer is a resounding “Yes!” Praise God 
that it is a resounding “Yes!” 

 
“Redemption” is the overarching theme today. We’ve been introduced to a man who was the 
leading player in destroying God’s church. And God said, “I want him.”  
 
Lastly today I want to talk about an obvious, but important, question to ask ourselves here: 
what did Saul do to deserve salvation from Jesus? Nothing. Quite the opposite, in fact. There 
was not a more unlikely candidate – humanly speaking – than Saul.  
 
This is so important to grasp and remind ourselves of. As long as I have breath in me I will 
emphasize that salvation is given to us by the unmerited grace of God. The good works flow out 
of that and as a result of it. 
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The fifty-cent words are “justification” and “sanctification.” They’re a mouthful and dense to 
understand but their strength lies in concisely containing important biblical concepts.  

 Justification is when God declares someone to be righteous in his eyes. 

 Sanctification is the continual process of being made more holy. 

 In today’s passage we witnessed the “justification” of Saul. 

 We will follow much of his “sanctification” journey in the following chapters. 
 
The weakness of these words lies in confusing the two. 
Graeme Goldsworthy – an Australian theologian – put it this way in his book Preaching the 
Whole Bible as Christian Scripture:  
“We can preach our hearts out on texts about what we ought to be, what makes a mature 
church, or what the Holy Spirit wants to do in our lives, but if we do not constantly, in every 
sermon, show the link between the Spirit’s work in us to Christ’s work for us, we will distort the 
message and send people away with a natural theology of salvation by works.” (p. 237) 
 
What made Saul submit to the Lord? Being confronted with the resurrected Jesus.  
That must be the starting place for salvation. 
Six weeks ago, on Easter Sunday, pastor Alan preached a sermon titled “The Resurrection 
Changes Everything” 
 
The resurrection of Jesus was the ultimate redemption. Taking something bad and bringing 
good out of it.  
He can do the same with us.  
 
How bad is your past? How bad is your present? Does it seem hopeless? What is causing you to 
believe that there is no way out, no redemption possible? 
It could be circumstances. It could be depression. It could be a relationship.  
 
Today know that we serve a God who is in the business of redemption. If he can do what he did 
with Paul, he can do anything.  
Next week we’re going to talk more about “why?”, because it’s not that we’re so cool. No, in 
verse 14 God says this about Saul: “he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before 
the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.” 
 

Application 
 What do you see in this passage about the character of God? 

 Assess your prayer life. Are you only praying for things that “make sense”? Whose 
salvation could you pray for that is “too far gone”?  

 What are the definitions of “justification” and “sanctification”? Which do we see in this 
passage in the life of Saul? How do those two concepts get confused? 

 Is your faith in Christ alone for salvation? What are you prone to trust in besides the 
work of Jesus? 

o Do you find yourself feeling at peace because you’re a good person?  


