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Sermon Notes (Overview for Life Group)               Ben Muir 
Acts 4:23-31                     2/18/18 
 

“Boldness” 
 

Acts 4:23-31 
23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and 
the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God 
and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in 
them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 
“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers were gathered together, 
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 
27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to 
do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look 
upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with 
all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are 
performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the 
place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 
 

Big idea 
The follower of Jesus should be marked by boldness. 
 
What are the characteristics of boldness?  

 Boldness breeds unity 

 Boldness gives freedom 

 Boldness comes from the Lord 
 

Boldness breeds unity. 
Unity in appreciation of Scripture. 
Psalm 2 finds its fulfillment in Acts 4, much like Psalm 118 did in Acts 4:11 (“cornerstone”) 
 
The believers’ prayer is shaped by Scripture (remember they only had the OT). 

 You can often tell something about a person by the way that they talk.  

 We can see the believers’ prayer is shaped and molded by God’s word.  

 Do you find yourself not knowing what to pray? 

 Go to Scripture. Let the words of God shape your words to God. 
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Unity in prayer 
 “They” lifted their voices to God (v. 24). Their prayer was in one accord.  

 This is what “active” prayer is as opposed to “passive” prayer. In passive prayer you are 
simply listening to somebody else praying. In active prayer you are agreeing with what is 
being prayed. You are taking the prayer that is being prayed and making it your own. 

 Romans 15:3-6 paints a picture of unity that might as well be describing what’s going on 
here in Acts 4. 

 The believers are turning to Scripture for encouragement and building each other up, 
glorifying God with one voice and praying in one accord. 

 
The authorities saw the boldness of the disciples. The believers saw the effect that their 
boldness had, thus they prayed for more of it.  

 They saw it achieved their mission, so they wanted more of it. 

 If something else had achieved their mission for them they would have asked for that. 

 Be in love with your mission, not your methods. 
 
Unity in the face of adversity 
When a group of soldiers face a common enemy, face adversity with courage, and suffer 
together, there is a bond that forms between them that is beyond normal relationships. 
 
The disciples have all experienced the trial and death of Jesus, along with the days of despair 
that followed. They have experienced his resurrection together. They now all live under equal 
threat from the authorities.  
 
I want to read a portion of an article that was posted on www.churchleaders.com on October 
6th of this year.   
“Everyone loves a good story. As Christians, we especially love stories that tell us how, when all 
seems lost, God makes a way.  One such story is about the church in Iran—and it’s one of the 
greatest stories in the world today. 
It’s a simple story that can be summarized in just two sentences: Persecution threatened to 
wipe out Iran’s tiny church. Instead, the church in Iran has become the fastest growing in the 
world, and it is influencing the region for Christ. 
As simple as it is, such an amazing story is worth examining deeper. 
 
The Iranian revolution of 1979 established a hard-line Islamic regime. Over the next two 
decades, Christians faced increasing opposition and persecution: All missionaries were kicked 
out, evangelism was outlawed, Bibles in Persian were banned and soon became scarce, and 
several pastors were killed. The church came under tremendous pressure. Many feared the 
small Iranian church would soon wither away and die. 
But the exact opposite has happened. Despite continued hostility from the late 1970s until 
now, Iranians have become the Muslim people most open to the gospel in the Middle East. 
 

http://www.churchleaders.com/
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How did this happen? Two factors have contributed to this openness. First, violence in the 
name of Islam has caused widespread disillusionment with the regime and led many Iranians to 
question their beliefs. Second, many Iranian Christians have continued to boldly and faithfully 
tell others about Christ, in the face of persecution. 
As a result, more Iranians have become Christians in the last 20 years than in the previous 13 
centuries put together since Islam came to Iran. In 1979, there were an estimated 
500 Christians from a Muslim background in Iran. Today, there are hundreds of thousands—
some say more than 1 million. Whatever the exact number, many Iranians are turning to Jesus 
as Lord and Savior.” 
 
The church in Iran is facing adversity and it is increasing their boldness. 
 
We already see the unity that Jesus talked about in John 17:20-23 happening in the first weeks 
of the church’s life.  
 

Boldness gives freedom 
Boldness frees you from needing the approval of others and focuses you on the needing the 
approval of God. 
 
Jesus is our example.  Jesus was bold.   

 Jesus claimed to be God when it was not cool (John 10:30: “I and the Father are one.”) 
 
Have you ever heard the terms “fear of man” and “fear of God” and wondered what that looks 
like? This prayer is what it looks like. 

 There is a total disregard for what people think of them and a total devotion to what the 
Lord thinks of them. 

 
Another thing to note in this passage is the word “friends” in verse 23. Who are they? 

 This word is used frequently in the New Testament and is often translated as “one’s 
own” as in “their own” or “his own.” 

 Note: the group that prayed this prayer are not apostles but regular people with the 
Holy Spirit in them. 

 Remember last week we talked about discipleship isn’t about being smart, it’s about 
being obedient.  

 
Every step of the way the believers are directing glory to the name of Jesus. They know the 
source of the radical change that they are seeing around them. 
 
There are many parallels between the gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. 
 
Richard Longenecker:  
“The importance of the Holy Spirit in the birth narratives, in the Spirit’s descent on Jesus at his 
baptism, and in the Spirit’s constant undergirding of his ministry (cf. Jesus’ declaration of this 
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fact found only in Lk 4:18-19) is paralleled in Acts by the Spirit’s coming on the disciples at 
Pentecost and the repeated emphasis on the Spirit as the source of the church’s power and 
progress.” (The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, p. 694) 
 

Boldness comes from the Lord. 
Throughout this narrative we have seen a consistent faith of the early church in the sovereignty 
of God.  

 There are at least six specific references to the foreknowledge (or pre-knowledge) of 
God. (Acts 1:7, Acts 1:23-26, Acts 2:23, Acts 2:39, Acts 3:18, Acts 3:20, and others) 

 
The believers address him as “Sovereign Lord.” 

 The Greek word is “despota” (straight transliteration) and is a comparatively rare word 
in the New Testament. 

 
Also notice that when the disciples return to their friends and tell them what happened, their 
immediate reaction is to pray. Let that be a reflex for us. 
 
Notice they did not pray for safety. They prayed for boldness. 
 
If you study the prayers of God’s people in Scripture, prayers for safety are few and far 
between. They exist, but they often are absent when you would expect them to be present  
 
Should it concern us that one of our most common topics for prayer (safety) is one of the rarest 
topics for prayer in Scripture? 
 
What if our safety comes at the expense of the glory of God? 
 
Longenecker writes later in his commentary on the early church, “Their concern was for God’s 
word to go forth and for Christ’s name to be glorified – in effect, for the church’s witness – 
while leaving to God their own circumstances. With such prayer surely God is well pleased. Luke 
has evidently taken pains to give us this prayer so that it might serve as a pattern for our own 
praying.” 
 
Let prayers for safety be present but not dominant in our prayers. 
 
When we ask according to God’s will, he acts (v. 31). 

 1 John 5:14 

 Matthew 6:10 (Lord’s Prayer) 

 This is not a mystical, subjective, personal impression of God’s will. This is God’s 
revealed will in Scripture and the words of Jesus, which these believers had firsthand 
knowledge of.  
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This outpouring of the Holy Spirit is not unique to this occasion. It happens in a similar fashion 
at Pentecost. 
 
When you read the different accounts in Scripture of the Holy Spirit coming upon a person, it is 
always someone who is being boldly obedient.  

 
Application 

 In what relationship in your life do you need to show more boldness? 

 Where is the fear of man winning over the fear of God? 

 What is the ratio of prayers for safety versus prayers for God’s glory? 

 Which is represented more in your prayer: your will or God’s will? If they are different, 
how can you make them more the same?  


