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Sermon Notes                   Ben Muir 
Acts 4:13-22                     2/11/18 
 

“Two Kingdoms” 
 

Introduction 
Last week we talked about Luke setting up this showdown between human and divine 
authority. That showdown continues this week.  
 
Luke is describing physical events with spiritual catalysts. 
 
Acts 4:13-22 
“13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been 
with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to 
say in opposition. 15 But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred 
with one another, 16 saying, ‘What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been 
performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny 
it. 17 But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no 
more to anyone in this name.’ 18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at 
all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of 
God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we 
have seen and heard.’ 21 And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding 
no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had 
happened. 22 For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty 
years old.” 
 
This is the beginning of countless conflicts between the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom 
of light.  
 
Big idea: the kingdom of light wins. 
 
Today we’re going to look at the characteristics of these two kingdoms that we see in this 
passage. Kingdoms have: 

 Citizens (who makes up the kingdom?) 

 System of education (what education is expected of its people?) 

 Currency (what has value? What gives motivation?) 

 Mindset (e.g. Americans have a reputation of being loud, brash, a little oblivious) 
 

Kingdom of darkness 
Citizens: 11 groups or individuals, etc. 
From vv. 1-12 (last week): 

 Priests, captain of the temple, and the Sadducees. 
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o Priests: the high priests who were stationed in Jerusalem. 
o Captain of the temple: oversaw the soldiers of the temple guard, was the 

second-highest Jewish authority next to the high priest. 
o Sadducees: not a legal body but more of a political label. They were a group of 

mostly lay leaders, wealthy and loyal to the Romans. 

 Rulers, elders, and scribes. 
o Rulers: people in various places of governmental influence, committees, etc. 
o Elders: lay leaders, likely of wealthy families, likely some Sadducees 
o Scribes: mostly lawyers and Pharisees 

 Annas, Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and the rest of the high priestly family. 
o Annas: the former high priest; deposed by the Romans earlier, but a high priest, much 

like our presidents, keeps his office for life so the Jews likely regarded him highly. 
o Caiaphas: son-in-law of Annas. The current high priest. Both of these men were 

present at the trial of Jesus. 
o John and Alexander: no details are given or specifically known about them. 
o The rest of the high priestly family. 

 
Educational requirements: high 
 
Despite their education, they had “nothing to say” to the words of Peter. 

 V. 14: “they  had nothing to say in opposition.” Last week we saw that part of the Holy 
Spirit equipping believers is that he will give them the words to speak when they are 
brought before authorities in opposition to them.  

 Luke 21:12-15 

 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 
The pinnacle of education in the Jewish society crumbled against the power of the Gospel, 
wielded by ordinary men. 
 
Takeaway: do you get nervous about saying the right thing when you have a chance to witness 
to someone about the goodness of God, either a believer or non-believer?  
 
Currency: deception, fear of man 
John 8:44 – Satan is the father of lies 
 
The authorities are trying to keep the narrative of Jesus’ resurrection from spreading. And yet 
they do nothing to disprove this resurrection (see Matthew 28:11-15) 
 
Here in Acts 4 we see their plans are still being thwarted by this resurrection from the dead, 
and yet they still remain stubbornly unbelieving. Which leads us to our next category… 
 
Mindset: blindness 
Vv. 15-18: Do not be surprised when people living in darkness are blind.  
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They clearly recognize that a “notable sign” (v. 16) has been performed. They literally say “we 
cannot deny it.” 

 This sounds like what Paul describes in 2 Corinthians 3:12-17:  

 See also 2 Corinthians 4:3-6  
 
These authorities have already killed Jesus. They’ve chosen a side. To go back now would bring 
them ridicule and embarrassment.   
 

Kingdom of light 
Citizens: Peter and John, lame man 
 
Peter and John: 

 End of v. 13: The disciples actions, words, and demeanor all communicated that they 
had been with Jesus. 

o This brings to mind John 7:14-15 
o Also Matthew 7:28-29 

 Interesting: Luke does not record John doing or saying anything in this whole account. 
And yet the authorities also recognize that he had been with Jesus. 

o Non-verbal communication matters. 
o This boldness of Peter and John was not something that Jesus merely taught. He 

embodied it. He lived it. And Peter and John noticed.  
 
Takeaway: who in your life are you observing for the purpose of growing? Who in your life loves 
the Lord and is around you in such a way that you can observe their life and emulate it?  
 
Takeaway: Can people observe your behavior and believe that you follow Jesus? What about 
your driving habits? What about your demeanor at the grocery store? What about your words 
in the closed-door meeting with your annoying co-worker? 
 
The lame man: 

 V. 14: “seeing the man who was healed standing beside them” 
o James Boice, in his commentary on this verse, proposes that Luke uses the word 

“standing” on purpose. He could have easily just said that the man was “with” 
Peter and John. 

o So Luke is emphasizing the obvious nature of the miracle. 
o Boice also points out that the Greek word for “resurrection” is “anastasis.” The 

root word is “stasis” which means “standing.” 
o Boice says, “To the Greek mind resurrected people were people who were 

standing up, as opposed to dead people, who were lying down. So there was a 
sense in which this ‘resurrected’ man was a symbol of the very gospel Peter and 
the others were proclaiming.” 
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Educational requirements: none 
V.13: “uneducated” and “common” didn’t mean “illiterate” or “dumb” as much as “not trained 
in rabbinic schools or had formal theological education.” 
 
V. 13: Doing ministry does not require a seminary degree, or any degree at all. Get rid of the 
notion that you’re not qualified to be obedient. Being a disciple is about obedience, not about 
oh-I’m-so-smart. 
 
In 1963 Dr. Robert Coleman wrote a book called “The Master Plan of Evangelism.” It is a book 
that simply observes the way Jesus did ministry and applies it to our lives today. His first 
chapter is called “Selection,” and in it he talks about the type of people Jesus chose (or 
“selected”) for his disciples: 
“By any standard of sophisticated culture then and now they would surely be considered as a 
rather ragged collection of souls. One might wonder how Jesus could ever use them. They were 
impulsive, temperamental, easily offended, and had all the prejudices of their environment. In 
short, these men selected by the Lord to be his assistants represented an average cross section 
of society in their day. Not the kind of group one would expect to win the world for Christ. 
Yet Jesus saw in these simple men the potential of leadership for the Kingdom. They were 
indeed ‘unlearned and ignorant’ according to the world’s standard (Acts 4:13), but they were 
teachable. Though often mistaken in their judgments and slow to comprehend spiritual things, 
they were honest men, willing to confess their need. Their mannerisms may have been 
awkward and their abilities limited, but with the exception of the traitor, their hearts were big. 
What is perhaps most significant about them was their sincere yearning for God and the 
realities of his life... These men were looking for someone to lead them in the way of salvation. 
Such men, pliable in the hands of the Master, could be molded into a new image – Jesus can 
use anyone who wants to be used.” 
 
Takeaway: What is God wanting you to be obedient in, but you haven’t followed through yet? 
What are you trying to convince yourself isn’t of God? 
 
Currency: fear of God 
What has value in God’s kingdom? The fear of God. 

 Ecclesiastes 12:13  

 Psalm 147:11 

 The fear of God clearly reigns supreme in the disciples. 
o Jeremiah 20:9 

 Vv. 19-20: Christians do have a responsibility to obey the authorities. 
o Romans 13:1-2…unless obeying the authorities causes you to disobey God. 

 
Allow the Spirit of God to mold you into someone who fears God over all else, no matter the voice. 

 Have you ever been in a situation with two voices telling you to do two different things? 
How did you determine which one to follow?  

 
Mindset: Aware 
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We talked about this last week: Peter and John have seen the risen Christ. They are forever changed. 
They know the truth of the Gospel. They are the original “transformees” of the Gospel! 
 
We talked about how the kingdom of darkness is blinded to the gospel, as we clearly see from 
the authorities words and actions. But Paul describes the state of mind of the believer in 
Ephesians 1:16-18 as “enlightened” 
 
V. 21: “all were praising God for what had happened.” That means Peter and John had been 
effective in their insistence that it was by the name of Jesus that the man had been healed.  

 Evaluate your ministry: Does your ministry gain God points or gain you points? Are 
people praising God and growing closer to him as a result of your ministry, or does your 
ministry just mostly impress people with your ability?  

 

Application 
 For the non-follower of Jesus: What are your thoughts on the resurrection of Jesus? 

 For the believer: Are you always prepared to talk persuasively about Jesus? If someone 
asked you right now, “What is the Gospel?” or “Who is Jesus?” what would you say?  
*story of asking this question in GoNow interviews, getting mixed responses* 

 Whose walk with Jesus are you observing so that you can emulate it? 

 Can people observe your life and know you are “with Jesus”? 

 Looking at this passage, how do you need to obey God? 
 


