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Sermon Notes                   Ben Muir 
Acts 4:1-12           2/4/18 
 

“The March of the Gospel” 
 

Introduction 
Welcome to season 2 of the book of Acts. 
 
Summary of Acts so far (“Previously in the book of Acts”) 

 Jesus promises the Holy Spirit, then ascends. 

 Disciples return to Jerusalem, devote themselves to prayer 

 Disciples replace Judas with Matthias 

 Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost 

 Disciples speak in foreign tongues 

 Peter preaches to the crowd, 3,000 follow Jesus 

 The believers devote themselves to the apostles teaching and to fellowship, they share 
all their possessions, and the Lord added daily to their number. 

 Peter and John heal the lame beggar 

 When all the people are amazed, Peter again proclaims the Gospel, telling of all the 
prophets that spoke of Jesus coming into the world.  

 Peter ends by saying that God sent Jesus to them (the Jews) first so that they may 
repent. 

 
Acts 4:1-12 
“And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in 
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the 
word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 
5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with 
Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-
priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by 
what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of 
the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a 
crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to 
all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the 
stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved.” 
 
Big idea: The spread of the Gospel is unstoppable. 
 
Three elements of the Gospel that stand out in this passage: 
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 The Gospel is powerful 

 The Gospel is threatening 

 The Gospel is exclusive 
 

The Gospel is powerful 
The catalyst for all these events is the verbal proclamation of the Gospel. 

 The phrase “Preach the Gospel at all time; use words if necessary” is a dangerous and 
irresponsible phrase. It is often attributed to St. Francis of Assisi, but I feel compelled to 
clear his name and tell you that he never said this.  

 Paul consistently specifies the importance of words: 
o 2 Corinthians 2:17: “17 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but 

as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in 
Christ.” (emphasis mine) 

o 2 Corinthians 4:2: “2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We 
refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open 
statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience 
in the sight of God.” (emphasis mine) 

o Romans 10:14: “14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never 
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?” 

 
The Gospel is able to transform lives. 

 We have already seen this earlier in Acts 2 when the crowd was “cut to the heart” by 
Peter’s proclamation of the Gospel and three thousand people were baptized. 

 We also just saw it in Acts 4. 
 

We have also seen the power of the Gospel in Peter’s transformation  

 Just weeks after denying Jesus, Peter is boldly proclaiming his name. 

 This is evidence for the resurrection. Peter saw the resurrected Jesus and it changed him. 
 

The Gospel is threatening 
Threatening to whom? Authority structures (vv. 5-7) 

 Some Christians know this in theory, some know it in reality. 

 Christianity is naturally at odds with tyrants. 
 
This is the first recorded official recognition of the church. 
This was also  the first recorded persecution of the early church. 
 
Luke sets up the showdown between human authority and divine authority.  
There are 11 different groups or individuals who oppose the Gospel in this passage alone. 

 Verse 1 (3 groups): priests, captain of the temple, and the Sadducees. 
o Priests: likely not the Levites who were scattered among the people, but rather 

the high priests who were stationed in Jerusalem. 
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o Captain of the temple: oversaw the soldiers of the temple guard, was the 
second-highest Jewish authority next to the high priest. 

o Sadducees: not a legal body but more of a political label. They were a group of 
mostly lay leaders, wealthy and loyal to the Romans. 

 Verse 5 (3 groups): rulers, elders, and scribes. 
o Rulers: people in various places of governmental influence, committees, etc. 
o Elders: lay leaders, likely of wealthy families, likely some Sadducees 
o Scribes: mostly lawyers and Pharisees 

 Verse 6 (4 individuals plus a group): Annas, Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and the rest of 
the high priestly family. 

o Annas: the former high priest; deposed by the Romans earlier, but a high priest, much 
like our presidents, keeps his office for life so the Jews likely regarded him highly. 

o Caiaphas: son-in-law of Annas. The current high priest. Both of these men were 
present at the trial of Jesus. 

o John and Alexander: no details are given or specifically known about them. 
o The rest of the high priestly family. 

 What opposition are you facing in your life? What apparent authority is raising itself 
against you? When you stand with Jesus, nothing can come against you and prosper. 

 
The groups were mad (or “greatly annoyed”) for diverse reasons. 

 Uneducated men were teaching. 

 The Sadducees did not believe in resurrection from the dead. 

 Talk of a resurrection was revolutionary.  

 The authorities likely had a case of déjà vu as well. They had just killed this group’s 
leader and a few weeks later his followers spring back up. 

 
Takeaway: Opposition to the Gospel will vary, our message is the same. Our message of hope 
found in the name of Jesus does not waver. 
 
So what is Peter’s response to this intimidation? 
Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit. And this is even after Pentecost. 

 We see in Scripture, after Pentecost, that the Spirit will still come upon individuals to 
help them accomplish a certain task from time to time. 

 
What are some of these tasks? 
When threatened 

 Jesus predicted this in Luke 12:11-12 

 Also Luke 21:12-15 

 Peter likely recalled these words of Jesus as he spoke to the authorities.  
When proclaiming the Gospel 

 Verse 8: Peter is filled with the Spirit and proclaims the name of Jesus. 
 

The Gospel is exclusive 
V. 12 is one of the most pivotal verses in Scripture. 
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This is Peter merely repeating the claims of Jesus (John 14:6 and Matthew 7:13-14) 
 
 “All religions say basically the same thing” is false. Many people say that all religions are 
superficially different but fundamentally similar. I would say that all religions are superficially 
similar but fundamentally different. 
 
What about the elephant analogy?  

 The main problem with the elephant analogy is that it assumes to have what it claims no 
one can have. 

 
Trevin Wax wrote an article back in November of 2014 stating that Jesus was doubly offensive.  
 (https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/give-me-the-doubly-offensive-jesus-
please/) 
The world is offended by his exclusivity and the church is offended by his inclusivity. 
 
But the apparent paradox is that while the Gospel is exclusive, it is also gloriously inclusive. 

 Peter later writes in 2 Peter 3:9 saying that God is patient, “not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 

 Paul says in 1 Timothy 2:4-6 that God, “desires all people to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all.” 

 
When we share, keep the main point of the Gospel in mind: the person of Jesus. 
 
Peter communicates this in verse 11: “11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the 
builders, which has become the cornerstone.” 

 See Psalm 118:22: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” 

 In the original context of Psalm 118, the “cornerstone” likely referred to Israel and how 
she was despised by other nations but chosen by God to accomplish his purpose. 

 But like so many Old Testament passages, this passage finds its ultimate fulfillment in 
the life of Christ. 

 

Application 
 In what ways do you need to let the Gospel transform your life? Think about it like it’s 

first time you’ve heard it. How does it affect you? 

 What is the opposition to the Gospel in your life? Awkward conversations, rejection, 
people thinking you strange? Identify it. Don’t trivialize it (Americans don’t know what 
opposition to the Gospel is). If it’s really keeping you from sharing the Gospel, then it’s a 
huge obstacle in your life. Treat it as such! Study Peter’s response to opposition. 

 What person in your life do you need to speak the Gospel to?  

 Are you trusting in any other name for salvation? Family reputation, grades, job 
performance? Are these things the source of your salvation or natural outpourings from 
it? 
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