
1 
 

Sermon Notes                    Ben Muir 
2 Corinthians 5:14-15                    1/14/18 
 

“New Covenant Ministry” 
 

Main passage 
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
“14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, 
therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for 
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” 
 

Big Idea 
The love of God, shown in the life of Jesus Christ, compels us to live for him. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
Many events in Scripture can be boiled down to a “cause and effect” structure. 

 The Fall: God said, “Don’t do this or bad things will happen.” They did “this” and bad 
things happened. 

 The Flood: The wickedness of the people compelled God to act. 

 The First Covenant (the Law): Blessings and curses. God told the Israelites that if they 
obeyed his commands they would be blessed. But if they disobeyed them, they would 
be cursed. We know how that generally turned out. 

 The New Covenant: 2 Corinthians 5:15 – “he died for all, that those who live might no 
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” 

 
This last “cause and effect” is what we’re focusing on today. 
 
“the love of Christ” 

 John 15:13 – “13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 
friends.” 

 The anniversary of Jim Elliot and his companions’ death was this past week (Monday, 
January 8th).  

 That episode was a picture of the love of Christ. The love of Elliot and his friends 
compelled others – their wives included – to return to the killers and still love them. And 
many put their faith in Jesus as a result. 

 
“and he died for all, that…” (v. 15) 

 Paul doesn’t stop at saying that Jesus died for all, though that is true. 

 He says that Jesus died so that something else might happen. What is that “something”? 

 “Something” = “that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who 
for their sake died and was raised.”  
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“that those who live” (followers of Jesus) “might no longer live for themselves” 

 This statement is counter to the cultural message at large. 

 Social media has made us more socially-aware but also more self-aware than ever. 

 But the message of Jesus is in Matthew 16:24 when Jesus says, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” 

 This is “new covenant ministry.” 
 
“but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” 

 So we are not to live for ourselves but for Jesus.  

 A few things this passage does not say: 
o “might no longer live for themselves but for other people” 
o “might no longer live for themselves but for friends” 
o “might no longer live for themselves but for family”  

 This is the “effect” of the “cause and effect” structure that we see here.  

 To clarify, living for Jesus certainly has a “others” focus. But separated from a 
relationship with Christ, all the selflessness in the world is fruitless and ultimately 
meaningless.  

 Our “others focus” must be through the filter of Jesus. This is “new covenant ministry.”  
 

Conclusion 
The covenant we are re-affirming today is the new covenant that replaced God’s old covenant 
with his people. 

 Luke 22:20 – “20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup that is 
poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.’” 

 Listen to this description of the new covenant from Hebrews 8. 
Hebrews 8:6-13 – “6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more 
excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on 
better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been 
no occasion to look for a second. 8 For he finds fault with them when he says: “Behold, 
the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 9 not like the covenant that I made with 
their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, 
declares the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them 
on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 11 And they shall not 
teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12 For I will be merciful toward 
their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 13 In speaking of a new 
covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing 
old is ready to vanish away.” 
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Let Us Renew Our Covenant with God 
 

Pastor 
In the Old Covenant, God chose Israel to be his people and to obey his laws.  Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by his death and resurrection, has made a New Covenant with all who trust in him.  We 
stand within this Covenant and we bear his name.  On the one side, God promises in this 
Covenant to give us new life in Christ.  On the other side, we are pledged to live no more for 
ourselves but for him.  Today, therefore, we meet expressly, as generations of our fathers have 
met, to renew the Covenant which bound them, and binds us, to God. 
 
Beloved in Christ, let us again claim for ourselves this Covenant which God has made with his 
people, and take the yoke of Christ upon us.  To take his yoke upon us means that we are content 
that he appoint us our place and work, and that he himself be our reward.   
 
Christ has many services to be done; some are easy, others are difficult; some bring honor, others 
bring reproach; some are suitable to our natural inclinations and material interests, others are 
contrary to both.  In some we may please Christ and please ourselves, in others we cannot please 
Christ except by denying ourselves.  Yet the power to do all these things is given us in Christ, who 
strengthens us. 
 
Therefore, let us make this Covenant of God our own.  Let us give ourselves anew to him trusting 
in his promise and relying on his grace. 
 
Lord God, Holy Father, since you have called us through Christ to share in this gracious Covenant, 
we take upon ourselves with joy the yoke of obedience, and, for love of you, engage ourselves to 
seek and do your perfect will.  We are no longer our own, but yours. 
 
 
Congregation 
I am no longer my own, but yours.  Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; put 

me to doing, put me to suffering; let me be employed for you or laid aside for you, exalted for 

you or brought low for you; let me be full, let me be empty; let me have all things, let me have 

nothing; I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure and disposal.  And now, 

glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you are mine and I am yours.  So be it.  

And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.  Amen. 

 
 

 
 


