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A FAVORABLE CLIMATE 
Acts 18:12-22 

 
SERMON NOTES FOR LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

Paul is concluding his second missionary journey. The end of this journey, and the 
beginning of his next journey, brings Paul into the two locations where he will have the 
longest tenure of any of his travels: Corinth and Ephesus. 

 
God’s promise of protection for Paul in Corinth proves to be true. Even when he is 
brought up on charges before the Romans, God uses his ordained authority to protect 
Paul. In doing so he establishes the favorable political climate in which Paul will work for 
the next decade.  

 
Paul continues to adhere to his philosophy of ministry, “to the Jew first and also to the 
Gentile,” and he is faithful to proclaim the gospel wherever he goes. As a result of these 
three journeys, we are given the historical background of the churches that become the 
recipients of the letters that make up much of the remainder of the NT.  

 
God is as work in the seemingly mundane details of bringing a journey to its conclusion. 

 
God provides a period of political peace and stability that enables Paul to preach the 
gospel. Paul takes advantage of this provision and is diligent in the task God had 
commissioned him to do. 

 
God provides a government authority who steps in to make a defense of Paul, and by 
extension the gospel. Even though he is not about to become a member of The Way, Gallio 
rightly refuses to intervene in an ecclesiastical matter. 

 
God so encouraged Paul that he was careful not to give the wrong impression when he 
was dismissed by Gallio. He did not immediately leave town but stayed in the city that 
tried to ban him. He demonstrated as much personal courage in Corinth as the apostles 
had demonstrated in Jerusalem following the crucifixion of Jesus. 

 
God continued to direct Paul to the commercial and cultural centers where the gospel 
could take root and spread around the world.  

 
Takeaway: Pray for political favor but don’t depend upon political favor. 
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TRIAL - 18:12-17 
 

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF A CHANGING CLIMATE - 18:12-13 
 

God had promised Paul that no one would attack him to harm him in Corinth, but he 
hadn’t promised that no one would attack him. (Bruce) After eighteen months of relative 
peace in which to preach the gospel, Paul came under attack. It coincided with the arrival 
of a new Roman administrator, Gallio. (Marshall) 

 
Gallio was from a well-known Roman family. He was the oldest son of Seneca, the orator, 
and the brother of Seneca, the famous writer and philosopher. He was a man of personal 
charm, being apparently well-liked wherever he served. Yet he may have suffered from a 
delicate constitution, which was the cause of his only staying in Corinth for about a year. 
Historians tell us that he served as proconsul in Corinth from May, AD 51 to May or June, 
AD 52. (Peterson) Gallio, along with other members of his family, ran afoul of Nero in AD 
65. (Bruce)  

 
The Jews made a “united attack” against Paul. This was a coordinated attack, intended to 
take advantage of Gallio’s arrival in Corinth. Their charge against Paul was that he was 
“persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.” Whose law? 

 
The Romans had extended a modicum of protection to the Jews that was called ‘religio 
licita,’ meaning, “a religion officially tolerated by the state. (Marshall) The Jews’ argument 
was that Paul was preaching a religion that may have looked Jewish but was, in fact, not 
in keeping with the officially state-tolerated form of Judaism. Because he was not 
preaching “orthodox” Judaism, he should not be able to lay claim to the protection which 
was extended to Judaism. (Bruce) 

 
It was church historian Kenneth Scott Latourette who would later make this very 
argument as he discussed how Christianity was able to establish a foothold during the 
early years of the church. Even though the Jews understood, and resisted, the message 
Paul was preaching because it did not stop where Judaism stopped, the various 
authorities did not seek to eradicate it because they thought it was just another form of 
Judaism.  

 
Paul faced an opponent in Corinth that he had not faced elsewhere until now.  In 
Philippi he was turned over to the civil authorities. In Thessalonica it was the city rabble 
who sought to curtail his preaching. But these Jews are bringing him directly to the court 
of the Roman administration.  

 
A civic authority would have only been able to ban Paul’s preaching in that particular city. 
But a successful ruling from the Roman government would make it possible for Paul’s 
opponents to make trouble for him in all the provinces, pointing to the ruling as 
precedent that should be followed everywhere. (Bruce) So they took Paul, by force, and 
brought him before Gallio at the tribunal. Their charge was that he was guilty of being 
successful at “persuasion.” 
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To “persuade” someone means to “induce” them, not to “compel” them, as in “compelling 
by force.” When we are trying to persuade somebody to something, we are trying to 
change their manner of thinking and believing. Paul was very good at this and the Jews 
could not stand against it. 

 
This understanding of persuasion is at the heart of what we stand for at SCF. We have our 
acrostic list of values we call LITT. The first “T” stands for “talking persuasively about 
Jesus wherever we go.”  We believe this is what we are called to do. But in saying this, we 
are also acknowledging that it is God who does the ultimately persuading of men and 
women. It is God who compels, not man. We can witness and we can “talk persuasively” 
but only God can draw people to himself through Jesus. 

 
We want to talk to people in a persuasive manner that includes sharing information with 
them in such a way that they are persuaded to believe the information we are sharing 
with them. But we want to do it with the understanding that the Holy Spirit is the one 
who is actually doing the persuading. He enlists our help but he is not dependent upon 
our help. Yet in obedience we participate with the Holy Spirit in speaking persuasively to 
others about Jesus. 

 
The Jews were attacking Paul as if he was guilty of compulsion, not persuasion. This is a 
common tool of the opponents of Christ; to fall back upon the law and try to make a 
religious act an illegal act.  We don’t have any tool to force people to change their 
allegiance, but we do have persuasion.  

 
A PROMISE KEPT - 18:14-16 

 
Paul was used to being in charge. But when he was about to take charge, Gallio stepped 
in and superseded him. In Philippi, Thessalonica and Berea, Paul was not given the 
opportunity to give a defense; he was sentenced and punished but not given much of a 
hearing. In Athens he was given an opportunity to speak, and then he was mocked. But 
there was no violence raised against him in Corinth. He has had 18 months of relative 
peace. 

 
Gallio was unwilling to hear their accusations against Paul. He said his realm was limited 
to matters relating to wrongdoing and vicious crime. He had no jurisdiction, indeed no 
intention, to rule over their words, names and law.  

 
Now, to be honest, he does sound a bit derisive of the Jews when he talks about their 
words, names and law. He didn’t care if Paul needed to be disciplined, he just wasn’t going 
to do it himself. To Gallio, Paul was just another Jew and there was no need for him to get 
involved in their dispute. (Bruce) 

 
Rulers have a legitimate right to rule in their sphere. But the right to rule in one sphere 
does not mean the right to rule in other spheres or in all spheres. The right to rule is 
always a delegated rule; no man can take upon himself a divine mandate to rule. Any 
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ruling we do is to always be limited by the boundaries of God’s clearly defined principles 
of authority. 

 
AN ANTAGONISTIC CLIMATE - 18:17 

 
But all may not have been as simple as what we think we see in our text. As soon as Gallio 
dismissed their case, somebody beat Sosthenes in front of him? Who was it? And who 
was Sosthenes? Why did he deserve to be beaten? 

 
The only thing we know about Sosthenes is that he was the “ruler of the synagogue.” Was 
he a co-ruler who had served with Crispus, who has now converted to Christ? Or was he 
the one who followed and replaced Crispus after his conversion? We don’t know.  

 
And who made up the crowd that beat Sosthenes? We only have two groups to choose 
from.  

 
The first guess is that they were Gentile onlookers from the tribunal. They saw how Gallio 
had quickly dismissed the claims of the Jews and they saw this as their opportunity to 
beat up a Jew. (Marshall) 

 
If this beating of Sosthenes was carried out by the Gentiles and Gallio refused to 
intervene, this could be an example of anti-Semitism on his part. He didn’t see Paul as an 
issue that needed his intervention. And refusing to intervene to stop the beating could be 
seen as his subtle way of poking the Jews in the eye, giving other Gentiles a feeling that it 
was “open season” on the Jews. (Peterson) 

 
Our second guess is that the crowd was made up of Jews. They were frustrated that Gallio 
had not intervened in their case against Paul and they were taking out their frustration 
on Sosthenes. But why would they do that?  

 
Possibly they felt that Sosthenes had failed to reign in Paul when he was in the synagogue.  

 
Possibly because Sosthenes was sympathetic to Paul and to Crispus, and maybe he had 
even become a believer but had not yet left the synagogue. In which case we see a rise of 
persecution against Christians in Corinth. Paul does list a Sosthenes as a co-author of his 
first letter to the Corinthians – 1 Cor 1:1 

 
Christians do not go looking for opportunities to suffer for the name of Christ. But neither 
do we take suffering as an indication that we have done something wrong or that God has 
abandoned us. The example we have before us is that we rejoice if our suffering is for the 
name of Christ – Acts 5:40-41 

 
Gallio’s ruling did indeed serve as a precedent for other rulers over the areas where Paul 
and his disciples would preach the gospel for the next 10-12 years. He was an influential 
man, especially as he was known as the brother of Seneca. When others saw that he did 
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not take a hard line against these Christians, they gave them the benefit of the doubt. This 
favorable ruling made it possible for the gospel to be widely preached for the next decade. 

 
PRAY FOR FAVOR 

 
Pray for political favor so that the gospel may be freely preached.  

 
Paul took advantage of the peace he had in Corinth to preach and teach the gospel.  He 
did not ask God for favor but the Lord extended it to him. And when it looked like the 
peace was going to be disrupted, the Roman authorities stepped in and intervened on 
Paul’s behalf, even if it was for their own reasons.  

 
Liberty is neither automatic nor guaranteed. Not many of us in this room today have had 
to literally fight in the armed services for the freedoms we enjoy and make use of, but we 
need to fight for them. Liberty is fragile and we should do everything we can to protect 
it. And that, most definitely, includes praying for those who are in positions of authority 
in our land. 

 
On a weekly basis I include time to pray for our national leaders, state leaders and local 
leaders. And I pray for the leadership team at my place of employment.  

 
As I pray for these circles of concern, my prayer is that they would lead and serve with 
the understanding that one day they will give an account to God for the manner in which 
they have led. I pray that they will lead to serve and not to rule.  

 
I pray also that, in each of these spheres, the environment would be created and nurtured 
that would allow public discourse about the gospel; that we would be able to speak 
persuasively about Jesus wherever we go. 

 
Do not depend on political favor for preaching the gospel. 

 
The reality is that you and I always have religious freedom. We always have the ability to 
speak persuasively about Jesus wherever we go, even if laws exist that say we do not. The 
question is whether we are willing to accept the consequences that may come from taking 
advantage of or freedom to preach the gospel. 

 
As we pray for political favor for preaching the gospel, let’s not fall prey to the fallacy of 
thinking that the political climate determines the level of freedom we exercise. We are 
always free to preach the gospel to all people, as long as we are willing to pay the price 
for doing so. 

 
Let us resist the temptation to censor ourselves.  

 
“Where the church actually suffered little overt persecution . . . from the beginning of 
communist rule, this nation’s churches quickly and completely embraced the verses that 
Paul wrote in Romans 13 about honoring and obeying the authority of earthly rulers. In 
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fact, the churches emphasized those verses so much that they ignored and failed to obey 
many other Scriptures, including some of the central teachings of Christ. For example, 
once that nation’s churches had made their go-along-get-along strategy for survival a 
central tenet of their faith, they pretty much forgot the very last instruction Jesus gave 
His followers— to go and make disciples . . . . Why would they ever face overt persecution 
when they had already surrendered almost everything?” 
 

Ripken, Nik; Lewis, Gregg. The Insanity of God: A True Story of Faith Resurrected 
(pp. 181-182). B&H Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

 
Is our highest priority in life the saving of our lives? (Mark 8:35) 

 
Let us be a church that recognizes that our freedom to preach the gospel comes from God 
and not from a government. 

 
“One of their pastors applied to the government for permission to study theology in 
England . . . After three years of study, this pastor returned home. In a meeting with 
fellow pastors, he reported on his experience. “The ONLY important thing I learned,” he 
told his colleagues, “was that we are free! We are free, because our freedom comes from 
God, and not from our government. We need to start acting like we are free!”. . .  They 
fasted and prayed. They tried to understand how this freedom related to the teachings 
of Romans 13. In the end, about half of the pastors signed a carefully-drafted letter that 
they then sent to their repressive communist government. It said, in essence: Our Bible 
instructs us to respect and accept your authority over us and the people of our country. 
For years now, we have done that. But our Bible also teaches us to distinguish between 
the authority granted to governments and the authority that belongs to God. In the 
letter, they tried to articulate that difference. They assured the authorities that there 
was no intent to oppose or overthrow the government. But, respectfully, they also 
explained that they would obey God and do what God tells his followers to do in His 
Word. They explained that the Holy Spirit was giving them the freedom and the strength 
to do this. From that day forward, they stated, they were determined to fulfill the biblical 
and historic role of their faith— to proclaim the gospel, to plant churches, to witness to 
their beliefs in the public arena, to baptize new believers, and to worship together when 
and where they chose.” 
 

Ripken, Nik; Lewis, Gregg. The Insanity of God: A True Story of Faith Resurrected 
(pp. 182-183). B&H Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
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TARRY - 18:18-21 
 
NEW TRAVEL COMPANIONS – 18:18 

 
Paul did not run away from the problem in Corinth. Much like the apostles in Jerusalem 
following the crucifixion, he remained in a city where they wanted to kill him.  

 
Luke uses wording here to show us that Paul did not leave as soon as he could, but the 
length of time he stayed is not what is important. Luke says Paul “took leave of his 
brothers.” To “take leave” means something like “saying a formal farewell, taking the time 
to say your goodbyes.” Paul was not being run out of town but was leaving on his own 
accord at the time of his choosing. 

 
I always think he did this for the sake of the church; he wanted to protect the young 
believers as long as he could. The hostility toward Paul was coming from the Jews, not 
from the general (Gentile) population. Did that help Paul feel safer? 

 
Paul is now accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. We will not see Silas again in the Book 
of Acts or with Paul. We will see him with Peter. We will see Timothy serve with Paul, 
often being sent to check on the churches whom Paul was concerned about. But he is not 
with Paul when he leaves Corinth. It is possible that he and Silas are being left behind to 
care for the Corinthian church.  

 
As Paul leaves he takes time to stop in Cenchreae, which is the eastern seaport of Corinth. 
He cuts his hair because of a vow he had taken. We do not know if it was a vow that he 
had taken in Corinth (such as asking God for protection in Corinth) or a vow he was taking 
as he was anticipating sailing for home (safe travels).  But before he arrives back in 
Antioch, he will stop in Ephesus. (Peterson) 

 
PLANTING SEEDS FOR FUTURE MINISTRY – 18:19-21 

 
This was Paul’s first time to set foot in Ephesus but it wasn’t the first time he had intended 
to enter Ephesus. At the beginning of this journey, Paul, Silas and Timothy ended up in 
Philippi because the Holy Spirit would not allow them to enter Asia, of which Ephesus 
was the capital. (Acts 16:6) What looked like a “no” in Paul’s travel itinerary at the 
beginning of this trip turned out to be a “not yet.” Paul will make up for whatever time he 
missed spending in Ephesus by spending the majority of the next three years there at the 
beginning of his next journey. (Peterson) 

 
Ephesus was the greatest commercial city in Asia Minor at the time of Paul’s arrival. It 
was the greatest commercial city north of the Taurus range. It was both the seat of Roman 
rule in Asia and a free Greek city. Ephesus was home to the “Temple of Artemis,” 
considered to be one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. It was truly a significant 
city. (Bruce) 
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Luke gives us a very slimmed-down version of the events that take place in Ephesus on 
this part of the journey. Paul’s plan is to leave Priscilla and Aquila in Ephesus while he 
returns to Antioch.  

 
Priscilla and Aquila will settle down in Ephesus, probably for years. They may have 
moved their base of business operations from Corinth to Ephesus or else they considered 
their move to be an expansion of business operations. If so, it is likely they now had 
branches open in Rome, Corinth and, now Ephesus. (Bruce) 

 
This is not the time where Paul will spend an extended amount of time in Ephesus. That 
will come at the beginning of his third journey, which will begin almost immediately after 
the conclusion of his second journey. When Paul returns to Ephesus, he will then spend 
more than three years in the city. 

 
In the middle of all of these brief details we see God’s hand at work during something as 
uneventful as dropping Priscilla and Aquila off in Ephesus while he goes into the temple. 

 
This is what God does so often. He takes us to a place or through a place to which he will 
one day bring us back. It’s as if he is giving us a sneak peek of a place that will one day 
become very important in the story of our lives. But we can’t see it at that time because 
we don’t have his vision.  

 
It is in Ephesus that Priscilla and Aquila will hear Apollos preaching so enthusiastically 
in the synagogue, yet preaching a not-yet-fully formed gospel. They will be in place to 
take him aside and instruct him in the way of God more accurately. 

 
Ephesus is an influential town. And there is a sizable enough Jewish population in 
Ephesus to have a synagogue. It is to this synagogue that Paul goes upon his arrival in 
town.  

 
Last week we made the point that at one point in his ministry in Corinth, Paul told the 
Jews that he was shaking them off and turning his back on them in order to focus on the 
Gentiles. But we also made the comment, “this was not a final position of Paul.” We see 
here in Ephesus that Paul has returned to his original ministry strategy: “to the Jew first 
and then to the Gentile.” Paul stays in Ephesus only long enough to briefly proclaim Jesus 
among the Jews and to whet their appetite for more. When they ask him to stay longer, 
he declines but says he will return if it is God’s will. Paul made enough of an impression 
on the Jews that they asked him to stay and delay his trip. He really is in a hurry to return 
to Antioch. 

 
OUR GOAL IS TO MAKE DISCIPLES 

 
Making disciples is the number one task that we have been called to do in the church – 
Matthew 28:18-20 
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It would be better for all of us if we did so by being on-purpose as opposed to making 
disciples incidentally. We are always making disciples whether we know it or not. So we 
should carefully think about how we go about the business of making disciples so that, if 
we are successful, they look more like Jesus than like us. 

 
Disciple-making requires spending time together and doing ministry together. One of the 
greatest inhibitors we have to making effective disciples is that we see it as a program 
rather than a relationship. Paul’s chief method for making disciples was by doing life and 
ministry together. He had a curriculum that he used for instruction, called the Bible. And 
he undoubtedly taught it to them systematically, but he followed the method that Jesus 
had used. He called people to be with him and to spend time with him. (Mark 3:13-15) 

 
But making disciples is more than a matter of relationship. As others have said, it is a 
lifestyle of sacrifice and inconvenience. (Ajith Fernando)  

 
There is no efficient way to make disciples. There is an effective way – live by the Word 
in loving community in a purposeful and systematic manner – but there is no efficient 
way. 

  
TESTIMONY - 18:22 
 
PAUL RETURNS HOME  

 
Paul landed in Caesarea. He was probably blown off course by the winds, thus he landed 
at Caesarea. 

 
Paul went up and greeted the church (in Jerusalem?) This is not stated explicitly but is 
implied. 

 
Paul then returned and greeted the church in Antioch. Paul closed the loop with his home 
church and began the process of raising support for his next journey. 

 
MISSIONS IS CENTERED IN THE LOCAL CONGREGATION 

 
We have wonderful mission sending agencies, both denominational and faith-based. But 
all missionary activity begins with and is centered in the local congregation. At SCF, we 
want to retain strong ties to the missionaries we support. If at all possible, we want to be 
their home congregation. If we are not, we want them to feel like we could be their local 
church.  

 
Communication is essential for successful ministry. We want our missionaries to know 
that we are interested in them as people, as fellow disciples of Christ, not just as “holy 
heroes.” Therefore we want to be in constant communication with them, so that we can 
encourage them through relationship and so that we can better pray for and support 
them. 
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CONCLUSION 
 

Paul did not seek the favor of the authorities in Corinth; it was God who took the initiative 
to extend that favor to Paul and he communicated it to him in the vision. God provided a 
favorable political climate that would enable the preaching of the gospel.  

 
It is acceptable for us to pray for such a climate.  

 
But should we not have such a climate, we are not excused from faithfully preaching the 
gospel. At the very least, this should encourage us to pray for our elected officials and the 
other authorities to whom we are subject.  
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 
 
 Who are the different authorities in your life that you should be praying for on a regular 

basis? If you haven’t already, why not take time as a Life Group and come up with (1) a 
common list of names of authority figures, (2) a unique list of names that apply to you, 
and (3) a plan for praying for these people on a regular basis. You might even spend time 
as a Life Group to pray for these people tonight. 

 
 God took Paul through Ephesus briefly at the end of his second journey. It will be at the 

beginning of his third journey that he will return to Ephesus and spend a significant 
amount of time with the church. Has God ever given you “sneak peeks” like that in your 
own life? If so, how did it strengthen your faith and sense of call? 

 
 Missions is centered in the local congregation, even when missionaries are associated 

with other sending agencies. How can you pray for our missionaries on an ongoing basis? 
Has your Life Group ever taken the time, as a Life Group, to pray for our missionaries? 
Maybe tonight would be a good time to start.  

 
 


