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THE HOPE THAT COMES THROUGH ENCOURAGEMENT 
Acts 18:1-11 

 
SERMON NOTES FOR LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

Paul is coming to the end of his second missionary journey. Two things are going to happen 
as he does.  
 
First, he is going to come to the two urban centers where he is going to have his most 
effective ministry: Corinth and Ephesus.  
 
Second, he is going to be able to stay for an extended period of time and not have to run 
for his life. (An extended period of time in Corinth on this, his second journey; an extended 
period of time in Ephesus at the beginning of his next journey.) 
 
He will have time, not only to plant a church in both Corinth and Ephesus, but to be 
involved in helping them get established. Paul did whatever it took to plant churches in the 
cities where he ministered. But he often had to leave town just ahead of a Jewish mob. In 
Corinth, though, and then again in Ephesus, he will have the privilege of not only preaching 
the new church into existence but also being able to spend the time necessary to see that 
it becomes well established.  
 
The preaching of the gospel identifies those whom God is calling to himself. Paul was 
faithful to preach the gospel in Corinth as he had been doing throughout his travels. He 
was discouraged by the Jew’s reaction to the gospel but he was encouraged by his new 
friendship with Aquila and Priscilla, by the return of Silas and Timothy, and by God’s direct 
counsel to him. The purpose of this encouragement was to strengthen him to fulfill the 
ministry God had called him to do. 
 
Takeaway: God encourages us to be faithful through relationship, response and 
revelation. 

 
1.  GOD’S ENCOURAGEMENT THROUGH RELATIONSHIP - 18:1-4 

 
GOD MOVES THROUGH “CHANCE” ENCOUNTERS AND RELATIONSHIPS – 18:1-3 

 
Paul met Aquila and Priscilla for the first time in Corinth. He had not been run out of 
Athens as he had been run out of Thessalonica and Berea. He left on his own accord soon 
after his encounter with the philosophers. There is no record of a church having been 
planted through his efforts but he had been faithful to preach the gospel. He had 
accomplished his mission. 

 
It was only natural that Paul would set out for Corinth, as it rivaled Athens as a desirable 
center for urban outreach. It was only 37 miles away from Athens. Paul would have 
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traveled overland to reach it. And when he arrived there, he would be entering into a 
cultural and commercial crossroad of the ancient world. But whereas Athens was marked 
by its pervasive idolatry, Corinth was known for its pervasive sexual immorality. Even 
among the ancient world Corinth was looked at as a city that took sexual liberty to the 
extreme. It was in this environment that Paul met Aquila and Priscilla. (Bruce, Peterson) 

 
God’s sovereignty does not allow for “chance encounters.” Luke says that Paul “found” 
Aquila. There are two ways that word can be interpreted. In some cases it can mean that 
he was “found” as a direct result of a search Paul made. He was newly arrived in Corinth 
and he was looking to see if there were any other Jews there who were already followers 
of Christ. Or it could mean that Paul “found” Aquila as a result of stumbling across him. 
Either way we take it, Paul’s discovery of Aquila and Priscilla would have positive 
ramifications for the gospel ministry. 

 
Aquila and Priscilla were displaced people, and had only recently arrived in Corinth from 
Rome.  They were already believers by the time Paul found them.  

 
History records that in the ninth year of Claudius’ reign (AD 49), he commanded all the 
Jews to leave Rome because of riots that were taking place that were blamed on the Jews. 
A historian said that the riots were because of disagreements about a man named 
“Chrestus.” Some have thought that this “Chrestus” was a direct reference to Christ; 
others have said that Chrestus was a common name in Rome at that time. If this is a 
reference to Christ then we can suppose the Jews were fighting among themselves as to 
whether or not Jesus was the Messiah.  (Bruce, Peterson) 

 
Paul shared many things in common with Aquila and Priscilla. They were all Jews who 
were living in one of the most dynamic and wicked cities in the world, Corinth. They were 
all followers of Christ, so there was an element of fellowship that they shared with each 
other that went far beyond their shared Jewish heritage.  And they shared a common 
occupation, as they were all tentmakers. 

 
Paul was trained as a rabbi. Jewish tradition held that it was not acceptable for a rabbi to 
seek his financial support from teaching the Law, thus a rabbi would take up a trade to 
support himself. It is likely that Paul did not begin learning how to work with leather until 
he was training under Gamaliel in Jerusalem, prior to his conversion. Under God’s 
sovereignty, this necessity became part of God’s provision for Paul, not only his financial 
provision but his emotional and spiritual provision as well.  (Marshall, Peterson) 

 
Paul, Aquila and Priscilla surely enjoyed sweet times together. They lived together, 
worked together, and sought together to persuade Jews and Greeks to follow Christ. After 
all he had been through, this had to be such an encouraging time for Paul. 

 
PAUL WAS ENCOURAGED TO CONTINUE WITH HIS ORIGINAL VISION FOR OUTREACH – 18:4 

 
He reasoned with the Jews in the synagogue every Sabbath. To reason means “to 
dialogue.” He engaged in dialogue with the Jews and Greeks. But his dialogue was not just 
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talk, he was “talking persuasively about Jesus” so that Jews and Greeks would be 
persuaded to follow Jesus. 

 
We have identified our values at SCF through the acronym LITT, with the first T standing 
for “talking persuasively to others about Jesus.” It is impossible to have true dialogue 
when certain words and positions and expressions and ideas are held to be out-of-
bounds or racist or prejudicial or even to be hate speech. Dialogue is shut down when 
words are outlawed. Maybe in this day and time the church has the mission of preserving 
for future generations the ability to engage in true dialogue by remembering what it is 
like to be able to stake out a position and agree and disagree with someone from an 
opposite position without cutting off relationship with them.  

 
Are we willing to engage unbelievers in conversation? Remember what we have said 
before; American Christians worry about the raised eyebrow, but believers from around 
the world worry about the raised fist. What price are we willing to pay for talking 
persuasively to unbelievers about Jesus? 

 
I recently met this remarkable man while travelling in the Middle East. He, along with 
his wife, is leading a rapidly-growing movement of Muslims turning to Christ in a very 
restrictive part of the Islamic world. I had the great (and exposing) privilege of spending 
hours with him. I wish I could tell you more about his story — how Jesus called him and 
the incredible ways the Lord uniquely prepared him to make disciples and plant 
churches in a very dangerous place. His story is worth a book someday. For now, I will 
spare the details, lest I in any way expose him. 
 
I must pass along something he shared with me, though, because we all might be 
ignoring the obvious and eternally significant “nose” on our collective Western Christian 
faces — to our own spiritual detriment, for sure, but also to the spiritual catastrophe of 
those around us. 
 
My new friend lives in an Islamic country where sharing the gospel, if you’re caught, will 
get you thrown into prison and likely tortured to extract information about other 
Christians. Yet he and his wife are daily, diligently seeking to share the gospel with 
others because they want to “share with them in its blessings” (1 Corinthians 9:23) — 
even more than they want their own survival. 
 
Each morning, when this husband and wife part ways, they acknowledge to one another 
that it might be the last time they see each other. She knows, if caught, part of her torture 
will almost assuredly include rape, probably repeatedly. He knows, if caught, brutal 
things await him before a likely execution. For to them, “to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain” (Philippians 1:2 
 
Yet each day they prayerfully pursue the Spirit of Jesus’s direction in order to show the 
lost the way of salvation. And they are equipping other Christians to do the same. 

(https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/satan-will-sing-you-to-sleep) 
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Paul tried to persuade both Jews and Greeks. He tried to convince the Jews that Jesus was 
the Messiah who had come into the world, died a sinless death, and then was raised back 
to life by God. Paul made no bones about the fact that he was trying to convert them to 
faith in Christ. 

 
Our modern age attempts to use “freedom from religion” language and “anti-blasphemy” 
language in an attempt to make it illegal to try and convert anyone. But even in such a 
context we have the responsibility to engage in extended conversations with unbelievers 
for the sake of winning them to Christ. 

 
When Paul was in Athens he had simultaneously taught in the synagogues while also 
encountering people in the marketplace. But in Corinth, he has reverted back to his 
original method of seeking out the Jews first, to the exclusion of seeking out the Greeks, 
until he received some kind of feedback from the Jews.  

 
It’s the same pattern we have seen elsewhere; go after the Jews first and try to pick up 
Greeks who are already drawn to Judaism. But Paul is also speaking to the Greeks because 
there are Greeks that have become “worshipers of God” or “God-fearers” and are 
attending the synagogue. So in reasoning there on a regular basis, he is preaching to both 
Jews and Greeks. 

 
F. F. Bruce gives some insight into just what this preaching in the synagogue might have 
looked like. He says the following . . .  

 
According to the Western text, Paul did so by “inserting the name of the Lord Jesus” as 
an interpretative expansion in those passages which—as the event proved—pointed 
forward to him. Even if the Western addition is no part of the original text, it does give 
us a convincing picture of the sort of thing Paul did. (Bruce) 

 
So we could picture Paul preaching in a fashion such as this: “For the Lord Jesus grew up 
before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; the Lord Jesus had no form 
or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. the Lord 
Jesus was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and 
as one from whom men hide their faces the Lord Jesus was despised, and we esteemed him 
not. Surely the Lord Jesus has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed the 
Lord Jesus stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  But the Lord Jesus was pierced for our 
transgressions; the Lord Jesus was crushed for our iniquities; upon Jesus was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with the Lord Jesus’ wounds we are healed. (Isa. 
53:2-5 ESV)  
 
We do the same thing when we personalize Scripture as we are reading or praying. We 
will take a passage of Scripture and we will personalize it like this. “For God so loved Alan, 
that he gave his only begotten son, that if Alan believes in him, Alan will not perish but have 
everlasting life.” (John 3:16, ESV) 
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THERE ARE NO “CHANCE” ENCOUNTERS IN GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY 
 

God uses extraordinary means to connect us with future ministry partners. One of my life 
verses is Proverbs 16:9. In light of that verse, and in light of Paul’s introduction to Aquila 
and Priscilla, I have been pondering this question this week, “What role has ‘accidents’ 
and ‘chance encounters’ played in the way my life has turned out?” 

 
In 1992, Cara and I had announced that we were leaving the country church I was 
pastoring in North Texas and moving to the DFW area out of obedience to God’s call. I 
had announced my resignation to the church but I did not have a job that would allow me 
to support the family following our move.  

 
As I was visiting with my good friend Kevin Evans, who was in the process of planting a 
church in the Lewisville area that would eventually become known as Valley Creek 
Church in Flower Mound, I met a guy named Steve Hardin. Steve was for years associated 
with what became known as The Village Church in Flower Mound and throughout DFW. 
This was the only time I ever met Steve. But in that conversation, he said that Bank One 
was hiring Call Center workers and paying them $9/hour. Wow! For someone who had 
no leads until that time, that sounded like a lot of money. That led me to applying with 
Bank One, which led to me working in their call center for 5 ½ years, which led to me 
being able to make the jump to the credit union to manage its new call center. Which led 
to me having stable employment for 20+ years. Which has provided the way for me to be 
able to serve at SCF as one of your bi-vocational pastors.  

 
There are no accidents or chance encounters underneath God’s sovereignty. But that 
doesn’t mean we will always know at the time of the encounter what God intends to do 
with the encounter or the relationship.  

 
As we live our lives in light of eternity, we want to pay attention to the people and 
situations we encounter as we walk through life. This is why we forsake rudeness and 
the temptation to use people to further our agendas. It may be that God’s purpose for this 
encounter is not for our sake but for their sake.  

 
It is a good thing to be faithful to God’s vision for your calling and your ministry. The 
friendship and encouragement of Aquila and Priscilla went a long way in helping to make 
that possible. What are some ways in which we can continue with the original vision God 
has given to us because of encouragement? 

 
1.  The power of companionship.  

 
Ministry can be a lonely business, especially if we are ministering by ourselves. 
Encouraging relationships help us to keep life in perspective. They pick us up and tell us 
that we’re not as bad or evil as others are making us out to be. And they can bring us 
down and make it known to us that we are not God’s gift to mankind, we are not the 
second coming of Billy Graham, and that there are 1,000 others who have skills and 
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abilities that put us in the shade. So we need faithful companions who will tell us the 
truth. 

 
2.  The power of normalcy.  

 
Aquila and Priscilla helped Paul to live a normal life. They helped him earn the money he 
needed to pay his bills. They helped him to have some “non-ministry” times so that he 
could work with his hands and enjoy the satisfaction of completing a project.   

 
So often in ministry there is never a definite beginning or a definite end when you are 
working with someone. We all need parts of our lives where we see projects being 
finished and goals being accomplished and having a legitimate sense of achievement 
when things are finished. Tent making will allow you to experience that sense of 
normalcy. It is acceptable to see the making of a tent as a project, with a definite beginning 
and end. But it is never acceptable to see the making of a disciple as a project. As one of 
our dearest friends used to remind us, “Things are to be used, people are to be loved.” It’s 
a good thing to have some normal “things” in your life so that we can love people in the 
way God intends us to love them. 

 
3.  The power of obedience.  

 
Paul had to have been encouraged when he met Aquila and Priscilla and to know that 
they were already believers. Yet as they worked together, and as they ministered 
together, he would have enjoyed talking with them about Jesus and helping them to 
understand more fully how Jesus was the Messiah. Even though Paul needed 
encouragement and normalcy, he needed to continue being about the business of making 
disciples in an encouraging environment.  

 
2.  GOD’S ENCOURAGEMENT THROUGH RESPONSE – 18:5-8 

 
PAUL ORDERED HIS LIFE AROUND THE WORD – 18:5 

 
Paul was occupied with the word when Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia. 
Peterson believes that at least Timothy, and possibly Silas, visited Paul once in Athens. 
Paul then sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to check on the church, and it was from 
there that they joined Paul in Corinth. 

 
This is the last time Silas will be mentioned by name in Acts. (Marshall) So even as one of 
Paul’s faithful companions is about to begin the process of fading out of the story, two 
others are being brought into the story through God’s sovereignty. 

 
To be “occupied with the word” means to intensely pay attention to the word. The 
ministry of the Word was the uppermost thought in Paul’s life. Remember, we may not 
have the same call to ministry to Paul had. But every Christian is to grow in their 
willingness and obedience to order (arrange) their lives around the Word of God. 
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The arrival of Silas and Timothy would have been very comforting to Paul, because they 
would have brought two precious gifts with them.  

 
1.  The first gift was one of encouragement; Timothy would have assured Paul that the 

believers in Thessalonica were holding fast to Jesus. 
 

2.  The second gift was financial. The church in Philippi would have sent money to 
support Paul in his ministry. This gift of money would have made it possible for Paul 
to devote all of his time to the ministry of the Word rather than having to spend time 
making his living as a tentmaker. (Marshall, Peterson) 

 
Paul’s message to the Jews was that Jesus was the Christ. He was the fulfillment of all that 
had been promised in the OT. 

 
PAUL WAS NOT OVERCOME BY THE REJECTION OF THE JEWS – 18:6 

 
The Jews opposed and reviled Paul. To oppose someone is not only to disagree with them 
verbally but to oppose them physically. To revile someone means to go so far as to 
slander them, to make accusations about them that are patently and deliberately false. 
Taken together this paints a picture of just how much the Jews were opposed to Paul. 
They opposed his ideas and they did everything they could to disrupt his ministry.  

 
Paul physically demonstrated that he was no longer responsible for their spiritual 
condition. He shook out his garments against them as a way of saying that he was 
rejecting their rejection of him. (Marshall, Peterson)This is reminiscent of what Jesus told 
the disciples to do when they were not received by a town during their preaching tours. 
(Luke 9:3-5) This is also what Paul and Barnabas did when they departed from Antioch 
in Pisidia on the first journey. They physically demonstrated that they were no longer 
taking responsibility for what was going to happen to the Jews because of their rejection 
of Paul and his message.  (Acts 13:51) 

 
Paul made a deliberate move toward the Gentiles. In Athens Paul had simultaneously 
sought the Jews in the synagogue and the Gentiles in the marketplace. But most of the 
time he would focus on trying to reach the Jews first, and only turned to the Gentiles once 
had had been rejected by the Jews. In declaring that he was turning to the Gentiles, Paul 
was telling the Jews they were now counted as the people who had never been among 
God’s chosen people, since they had rejected the one he had sent to them. 

 
Keep in mind that Paul’s rejection of the Jews in Corinth was not a “once and done, final 
for all time” kind of rejection. We will see in his next stop, in Ephesus, that he will once 
again go first into the synagogue in an effort to preach Jesus as the Messiah. (Peterson) 

 
PAUL USED REJECTION AS A GUIDE, NOT AS A BARRIER - 18:7-8 

 
Paul was encouraged by having a new base of operations. Paul did not have far to go to 
find a new base of operations when he left the synagogue. He went next door to the house 
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of Titius Justus. One of the interesting things about the house is that the walls were 
probably very thin. So even when Paul was no longer in the synagogue, those who were 
could still hear him preaching in the house of Titius Justus.  

 
One commentator has also pointed out one of the advantages of going next door to 
continue his ministry. It meant that the people who were used to hearing Paul speak in 
the synagogue did not have to change their traffic patterns if they wanted to hear him in 
the home of Titius Justus. We would like to think that we would not lose people when we 
move from one location to another, but the reality is that every change has the 
sociological possibility of causing people to decide they no longer want to be a part of this 
fellowship. 

 
Paul was encouraged through the conversion of a Gentile: Titius Justus, the owner of the 
house. Luke describes Titius Justus as a “worshiper of God.” This is language that we have 
already seen in Acts. It denotes someone who is not a Jew but has been drawn to the 
Jewish religion because it makes more sense to him or her than any of the other religions 
that are being peddled. (Acts 10:1-2; 16:1-4) 

 
Titius Justus has become a worshiper of the Jewish God but he has not become a Jew 
because he has not submitted to the rite of circumcision. For him to make his home 
available to Paul would show that he is now a believer in Jesus, which means he has 
become converted during Paul’s ministry in the synagogue. And, in reading 1 Corinthians, 
(1 Cor 1:14) there are some who believe this is the man Paul later calls Gaius, one of the 
men he personally baptized in Corinth. (Marshall, Peterson) 

 
Much like Lydia did when she first became a follower of Christ, he offered up what 
possessions he had so that the ministry of the gospel could go forth in this new setting. 
In the middle of what was now a hostile environment, Titius Justus was willing to publicly 
align himself with Paul and the gospel. (Peterson) 

 
Paul was encouraged through the conversion of a Jew: Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, 
and his family. Crispus shares commonalities with other stories we have seen. His entire 
household follows him in following Christ. (Lydia, the Philippian jailer) But it does not 
look like many of the Jews followed him from the synagogue. (Peterson) 

 
Paul was encouraged through the response of the many Corinthians who believed and 
were baptized. Notice the sequence in which this was happening. This is what we 
celebrated a couple of weeks ago when we had our baptism ceremony.  

 
1.  They heard Paul proclaim the Scriptures. 
 
2.  They believed the message he was proclaiming. 
 
3.  They were baptized (as a response to the message he was proclaiming). 
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CHRISTIANS BUILD THEIR LIVES AROUND GOD’S WORD 
 
Christians prioritize the Word of God and arrange our obedience and our ministry and 
our lives around the Word. Paul went where he went so that he could be faithful to God’s 
ministry call. Paul chose an occupation that allowed him time and opportunity for 
ministry. 

 
Christians persevere; they do not quit because of rejection. Paul had three tough 
encounters prior to Corinth. He had been beaten and jailed in Philippi, and then asked to 
leave the city. He had been forced out of Thessalonica and Berea, without his companions. 
In Athens, he had faithfully preached the gospel but there was precious little fruit to show 
for it. But when he came to Corinth, he went right back to work.  

 
Christians do not discriminate in the proclamation of the gospel. God was calling men and 
women to follow him through the message of Jesus. This call was not limited just to those 
who were Jew by birth, but to those who were willing to be circumcised in heart and to 
declare Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 
Christians use their purse (their worldly wealth) to support the ministry of the Word. 
The generosity of a young church enabled Paul to devote his time and attention to 
preaching the word. 

 
3.  GOD’S ENCOURAGEMENT THROUGH REVELATION - 18:9-11 

 
GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK – 18:9-10 

 
God encouraged Paul by speaking to him in a vision. In the middle of all this evangelistic 
activity, the Lord gave Paul assurance: “Do not be afraid / Go on speaking / Do not be silent 
/ For I am with you / No one will attack you to harm you / For I have many in this city who 
are my people.” 

 
This is the second time on this journey that God has directed Paul through a vision in the 
night. The first time he directed Paul to go to Macedonia. This time he is directing Paul to 
remain in Corinth. 

 
God directs us in our ministry efforts. We should not become fixated on “how” he does it 
but on the fact “that” he does it. At different times in our walk with Jesus he will give us 
direction in some extraordinary ways. We have occasions in Scripture where God led by 
extraordinary means. (Ex 13:21-22) We have the assurance that God is with us and will 
direct our efforts through Jesus, even if he doesn’t appear to us in a vision at night. (John 
5:17-21) 

 
In between those extraordinary times he will give us direction through ordinary means. 
Because he doesn’t always do it the same way is not an indication that he is not directing 
us or communicating with us. He is always communicating with us, but it is up to us to 
pay attention to how he is communicating with us. 
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Jim Elliff lays out a case for using what he calls “sanctified reason” when seeking to know 
God’s will and finding his direction to travel. 

 
We are to actually think through the given situation, wrestle with the options, weigh 
them, sift them, ponder the implications and consequences, and we are to do all of this 
in light of truth as we find it in the Scriptures interpreted in context. And we presume, 
underneath it all, God is working. 

(Jim Elliff, Led by the Spirit, p 39) 
 

God spoke to Paul in the same way that he used to speak to the OT prophets. In the OT, 
the phrase “do not be afraid” was used to calm the hearer down when he realized that it 
was God who was speaking to him. But here God uses it communicate faith to Paul, that 
his ministry will be successful and that he is to continue doing what he has already been 
doing. (Marshall)  

 
God assured Paul of his presence with him. The assurance of God’s presence was God’s 
promise that Paul would be able to fulfill what God was calling him to do. (Marshall) 
(Judges 6:12; Luke 1:28) 

 
What kinds of assurance does God give us that our evangelistic efforts will be successful? 
Should we be looking for the same kind of dream/vision that Paul enjoyed? To that I 
would point us back to Jesus’ words concerning the coming of the Holy Spirit. (John 16:7, 
13-14) 

 
God assured Paul that he had many people in Corinth who were his people. Who are these 
people in the city who are God’s? Those who already believed whom Paul has not yet 
met? Those whom God had predestined for salvation who will come to salvation through 
Paul’s preaching? (Rom 8:28-30) 

 
How will these people be identified as God’s people? I think God will identify them 
through the preaching of the gospel. God knows who will respond to the preaching of the 
gospel but Paul does not. The only way for Paul to see what God already sees is to follow 
through and do what God has told him to do. Go on preaching the gospel in Corinth. 

 
GOD’S REVELATION ALWAYS REQUIRES AN OBEDIENT RESPONSE – 18:11 

 
Paul stayed a year and six months in Corinth.  During that time, not knowing he will have 
eighteen months before he faces his next significant opposition, he will spend his time 
teaching the word of God. This is a principle that we should always keep in mind and put 
into practice. We must stay and do the last thing that God tells us to do until he tells us to 
do the next thing. Paul puts this into practice as he faithfully teaches the word in Corinth 
for the next eighteen months. 

 
F. F. Bruce says that this is the beginning of a highly productive five years of ministry for 
Paul, in both Corinth and Ephesus. Whereas up till now he had been forced to flee a city 
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ahead of the Jews as they sought to imprison or kill him, he now has the luxury of not only 
planting the church but being extensively involved in teaching the church the Word of 
God from the ground up. 

 
GOD DELIGHTS TO REVEAL HIMSELF TO US 

 
We should be grateful for God’s encouragement in our lives, no matter how it may come 
to you. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
Someone has rightfully said, “We can live without many things but we cannot live without 
hope.” In today’s passage we see ways in which God transmits hope to us, through the 
power of encouragement.  
 
The encouragement of being able to share our lives with like-minded believers who will 
live with us, love us, share their lives with us, and encourage us to be faithful to all that 
God has called us to be and to do. 
 
The encouragement that comes when we see people responding to the life-giving 
message of the gospel. Nothing succeeds like success, and even though we are called to 
be faithful rather than successful, it is true that success is a great producer of hope in our 
lives. We are encouraged to press on when we see people respond to Jesus in faith, either 
through our ministry or the ministry of others who have gone before us or the ministry 
of those who will come behind us.  
 
The encouragement that comes to us as God makes his Word come alive in our lives, to 
assure us, to guide us, and to protect us.  
 
We can live without many things but we cannot live without hope. God gives us hope 
through encouragement. 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 
 
 Hopefully, you have had experienced some relationships in your life that have encouraged you in 

your walk with Jesus. What made those relationships encouraging? How have you used those 
same traits to encourage others? 

 
 We are called to be faithful, not to be successful. Yet, as human beings, we need the 

encouragement that comes through success. Where have you experienced success in your life as 
a disciple of Christ? What has that taught you about following Jesus? 

 
 God encourages us as he makes his Word come alive in our lives. What is a way in which the Word 

has come alive for you recently? (A particular passage? The application of a particular passage?) 

 


