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JUST PREACH THE GOSPEL 
Acts 17:15-34 

 
SERMON NOTES FOR LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

Have you ever built something up in your head so much that you were surprised when it 
turned out directly the opposite of what you had imagined? Especially when it was 
something you feared doing? That’s my confession about today’s passage. This will be the 
first time that I can remember having ever preached on Paul’s sermon to the philosophers 
in Athens. (Actually, a check of my records shows that I last preached on this passage 
more than 29 years ago. Yet none of that previous sermon comes to my remembrance.) 
 
You may not be able to identify with my fear of preaching a passage for the first time, but 
you can identify with that same kind of fear in the context of sharing the gospel with 
someone who is not like you. Especially if you think they are smarter or better educated 
or more sophisticated than you are.  
 
This is one of Paul’s most famous sermons. As I prepared to preach, I was pleasantly 
surprised to find that it is not a “high philosophical” sermon but one full of biblical 
theology. Paul references a couple of the Greek poets, not because he agrees with them 
or is using their verse in the same way they meant when they wrote, but because it gave 
him an opportunity to point his listeners to the truth that is contained in Scripture.  
 
Paul preached a thoroughly biblical sermon even though he did not give chapter and 
verse for the points he was making. This sermon is a gospel sermon, and even though its 
audience might have been different from the typical audience Paul faced, the theology 
was the same. 
 
Takeaway: The style may vary but the subject never does. 

 
TAKE THE INTITIATIVE – 17:15-17 
 
PAUL’S SPIRIT WAS PROVOKED BY THE IDOLATRY 

 
Paul was rushed out of Berea in order to keep the peace. He was escorted 222 miles by 
land and sea to Athens. Silas and Timothy remained behind in Berea. The Bereans 
probably breathed a sigh of relief when he was gone. 
 
Paul took advantage of the time while he was waiting for Silas and Timothy. He was not 
a man who squandered his time. He didn’t have to look very hard to see that the city was 
full of idols.  
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You can discern a lot about a city through the statues that it erects. They either celebrate 
a particular event of person of note or else they tell you something about what a city 
deems to be valuable. 
 
The first time I visited Love Field my thoughts were focused on what it must have been 
like when President Kennedy’s plane landed. Upon landing JFK and Jackie stepped into 
the motorcade that would take them through downtown Dallas. I was surprised to find 
that there was no statue commemorating the last airport that JFK ever landed in. Instead, 
I found a statue of a Texas Ranger, with the motto, “One riot, one Ranger” adorning its 
plaque.  
 
When I have gone to Las Vegas on business, I have not been surprised to find the 
multitudes of slot machines that cry out to the traveler in the terminals. 

 
Paul worked his way through Athens and was, rightfully, put off by the abundance of idols 
that adorned the city.  
 

PAUL PREACHED IN THE SYNAGOGUE 
 
This is in keeping with his usual pattern in a new city. He went to the place where the 
Jews and devout persons gathered so he could make the case for Christ. 
 
Luke does not tell us the content of Paul’s message in the synagogue. That’s not the focus 
of Luke’s story; his preaching before the Areopagus is the focus of this passage. But based 
on what we know about Paul, we can surmise that he probably had two messages he was 
preaching.  
 
1.  The first would be like the message he had preached in Thessalonica and Berea and 

would preach again in Corinth; Jesus is the promised Messiah and it was necessary 
for him to die and be resurrected. 

 
2.  The second message probably had something to do with how the Jews and devout 

persons were handling the pervasive idolatry that he was seeing in Athens.  
 
Paul’s disgust was not an “out of control rage” but a sense of a “settled disgust” with what 
he was seeing. This is the way the LXX describes God’s anger against idolatry. Because 
Paul had God’s heart, he was reacting against idolatry in the same way that God would. 
(Peterson) 
 

PAUL PREACHED IN THE MARKETPLACE  
 
Paul did not restrict his preaching to the Jews in the synagogues. He went into the 
marketplace and began engaging with those who were gathered in the area that was 
considered the heartbeat of the city.  
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Whereas Paul spoke in the synagogue on the Sabbath, he took the initiative and went into 
the marketplace on a daily basis. The marketplace was not only the marketplace of goods 
but also the marketplace of ideas. There he would engage with anyone who was willing 
to enter into discussion and debate with him. This is how the great philosophers 
practiced spreading their ideas. They sought out people who had come to the heart of the 
city. 
 
In our current terminology, Paul was doing “confrontational evangelism.” Not 
confrontational in the sense that he was being ugly or rude, but confrontational in the 
sense that he was initiating conversations specifically for the purpose of sharing the 
gospel. 
 

TAKE THE INITIATIVE 
 
This is a good place to remind ourselves of a guiding principle from the founding of SCF. 
We were begun with a “go” philosophy and not a “come” style of ministry. Our intention 
has been to grow SCF through the ministry of the Life Group and not through attracting 
people to the Sunday morning worship time. That is not to say we will turn people away 
from Sunday morning, but when we focus on Sunday morning, our attention turns away 
from “going” to “coming.” Then we depend on the skill of the praise team or the 
attractiveness of the sermon that is preached to make the case for Christ. It causes us to 
become passive and not take the individual and team initiatives we must take as disciples 
of Christ. 

 
Paul was man committed to team ministry, even as we are at SCF. Every indication we 
have at this point is that Paul is by himself, or at least he doesn’t have Silas and Timothy 
with him. Yet he does not use their absence as an excuse for passivity. He takes the gospel 
into the heart of the city and seeks out those who would never step into a synagogue. 
 
Let us follow Paul’s example, and go into the marketplace rather than simply inviting 
them to join us at the synagogue. 
 

EXPECT TO BE MOCKED – 17:18-21 
 

THE EPICUREANS BELIEVED IN TAKING LIFE EASY 
 
There were many competing ideologies and philosophies competing for attention in 
Athens. Luke tells us of two of them, who were distinctly different from each other yet 
united together in their hostility against the message Paul was preaching. 
 
The Epicureans celebrated the pursuit of pleasure and carnal delight. They sought a life 
that was free from pain and religious worries. They did not have a problem with the 
prevalence of many gods in their midst because of the Roman domination; they just didn’t 
think any of the gods were worth getting worked up about. They believed that, even if the 
gods did exist, they took absolutely no interest in the affairs of men. (Bruce, Peterson) 
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I find it slightly amusing that Bill Bright, the founder of Campus Crusade for Christ, now 
called Cru, had a sweet shop in LA prior to his conversion. This sweet shop was called 
“Epicurean Delights.” Toward the end of his life Bright was more famous for his repeated 
calls for Christians to follow him in extended fasts. 
 

THE STOICS BELIEVED IN LIVING A SELF-INDEPENDENT LIFE 
 
The Stoics believed in a rigorous life of rational thought and individual self-sufficiency.  
 
Whereas the Epicureans sought to increase pleasure, the Stoics sought the forbearance 
of earthly pleasure if it impinged on their ability to maintain control of their lives. They 
believed the world was best served by “world citizens” and that national and class 
distinctions were harmful. They were much more religious than the Epicureans. But their 
religious beliefs ran toward pantheism, the belief that “God is in everything and 
everything is God.” They believed in being in control of their lives, up to the very end. To 
them, suicide was a dignified way to remove oneself from the world when they could no 
longer live a life of dignity. (Bruce, Peterson) 
 

THEY WERE UNITED IN THEIR OPPOSITION TO PAUL’S PREACHING 
 
They accused Paul of being a babbler and a preacher of foreign divinities.  

 
The word used for babbler was originally used of seed-eating or scavenging birds; 
metaphorically it was applied to people who obtained scraps of information from others 
and retailed them as their own. (Peterson) 

 
But that did not keep them from doing what they always did. The citizens of Athens, and 
their guests, were known for spending all their time in seeking out new ideas and new 
teachings. This was not because they were people searching for truth but because they 
were addicted to novelty.  
 
They kept saying to Paul, “We want to know.” He picked up on this verbal clue when he 
began to preach the gospel to them. (Peterson) They wanted to hear about “things” but 
Paul was going to preach to them about a “person.” 
 
They united together to oppose the message that Paul was proclaiming. Opposition to the 
truth always brings about such strange bedfellows.  
 

EXPECT TO BE MOCKED 
 
A saying that I used to hear when I was a teenager went like this, “If you don’t stand for 
something, you’ll fall for anything.” 
 
We encourage each other to take a public stand for Christ just as soon as we can when we 
are in a new situation. We want to eliminate any guess work on the part of others around 
us as to who has our ultimate allegiance. If we are true to that allegiance, then the time 
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will certainly come when we have to take a stand that is contrary to the popular and 
agreed upon position of those around us. We should not be surprised if taking such a 
stand brings mockery upon us. 
 
A passage that is helpful for us at a time like this is Matthew 10:24-33. From it we learn 
the following guidelines for dealing with the mockery that will come our way. 

 
If we are Jesus’ disciples, then we will be like Jesus. We will look and act like him and we 
will have his character. 
 
If his opponents maligned Jesus to his face, we should not be surprised when our modern 
opponents malign us. 
 
If we deny him before others, he will deny us before the Father. 
 

PREACH THE GOSPEL – 17:22-31 
 
PAUL SPOKE WITH GENUINE APPRECIATION – 17:22-23 

 
Paul affirmed what he could genuinely affirm about them. He said, “This is my perception 
of you. In every way you are very religious. Everywhere I go I observe the objects of your 
worship.” He connected with them where he could but then he quickly diverged from 
what they might have been expecting him to say. 
 
Paul never attacked their sense of devotion, only the object(s) of their devotion. They 
sincerely thought the best way to live life was to worship many gods. But what he would 
attack was the object of their devotion.  
 
This is what we are faced with today when we disagree with someone’s theological or 
philosophical beliefs. We are accused of being hateful if we disagree with someone and 
fail to affirm all that they are saying. We are simply saying, it’s not enough to believe 
something or anything, we have to believe in the right thing. 
 
Paul was a close observer of the objects of their devotion. He examined them carefully 
because they gave him a clue about the belief system of the Athenians. His point of 
divergence had to do with the fact that they had multiple objects of worship but he only 
had one. In fact, they had so many that they had even named one of them, “The Unknown 
God.” This altar with this inscription, coupled with their desire to “know” what it was he 
was preaching, led him then to declare, “I will make known to you that which you worship 
as unknown.” 
 
The Athenians prided themselves on their diversity. The more diverse the better. But 
their diversity had not led them to a place of knowledge but to a place of ignorance. They 
were so diverse and so willing to accept anything that was new that they were ignorant. 
Paul was going to clear up their ignorance by declaring to them the one true God they 
should be worshiping.  
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Paul uses their polytheism to affirm monotheism. In their anxiety to honor any gods 
inadvertently ignored, the Athenians had displayed their ignorance of the one true God. 
(Peterson) 

 
Think of how this must have sounded to the Athenians. They have never met Paul before 
and he has just met them. Yet he claims that he can tell them who the unknown God is 
that they have been worshiping. Paul’s approach here is almost as audacious as that taken 
by Jesus when he declared to his Nazareth townspeople that he was the fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy. (Luke 4:16-30) 

 
They were used to openness and “on the one hand this, but on the other hand that” 
equivocal approach. Paul is telling them there is only one way to know truth and that is 
to know the God who wished to make himself known to man. What is interesting to note 
here is that, even though later in the sermon Paul will briefly quote from a couple of their 
poets, he is not arguing with them as a philosopher. He is arguing with them, and making 
his case with them, as a Christian theologian. Everything that Paul says is based on God’s 
revelation in the Old Testament, even though he did not quote chapter and verse as he 
was saying it. (Bruce)  
 

GOD IS THE CREATOR OF ALL – 17:24-25 
 
Paul begins his sermon to the pagan philosophers with the creation account. He did not 
hesitate to state it as fact; “The God who made the world and everything in it.” Paul is 
immediately diverging away from their idea of diversity in order to show monotheism. 
Their diversity, their acceptance of many gods, has led them to know no gods. Paul is 
declaring to them the one God who wants to be known. 

 
Paul shows that the creator God is also an actively involved God. “Being Lord of heaven 
and earth.” Jesus reveled that God, as Lord of heaven and earth, had hidden his ways from 
those who thought themselves to be wise and could approach God on their own 
intellectual terms. But he revealed himself to those who approached him like little 
children. Again, without specifically saying it, Paul is speaking in accordance with biblical 
revelation. One must humble himself if he is to find God. (Lk 10:21; Mt 11:25-30) 

 
There are three times in this sermon that Paul states a negative truth. Here he tells the 
Athenians two of them.  

 
1.  This God does not live in temples made by man.  

 
2.  He is not served by human hands as though he needed anything, but he gives to all 

mankind everything that he needs to sustain his life. 
 

Why would Paul use this kind of visual imagery? Because temples dedicated to the gods 
were important to his Greek audience. Paul’s assertion stated the obvious; what can man 
do for God? Nothing. God does not need man to build him a temple so that he can have 



Acts 17:15-34 5.19.19 Page 7 of 12 

someplace to live. He created the materials out of which the temple would be constructed. 
If he needed a dwelling place, he could very well build one for himself. 

 
The God who created everything has no need to seek shelter in anything that was made 
by those whom he created. So why did God dwell in the Tabernacle on the Exodus? Why 
did he have Moses construct the Tent of Meeting on the Exodus? Not because he needed 
shelter from the sun and the elements, but so his presence would be a visible reminder 
to the children of Israel as they were learning how to walk with him on the way to the 
Promised Land. They were leaving a land that worshipped many gods, Egypt. They were 
preparing to enter a land that worshiped many gods, Canaan. They needed to learn what 
it was like to worship one supreme God as they were making their trek. 

 
Paul strikes a blow against idolatry and the building of idolatrous palaces of worship, but 
he also strikes a blow against the idolatry that calls for elaborate rituals and sacrifices to 
appease the gods. God does not need man to do anything for him; he is not served by 
human hands as though he needs anything.  He is the one who gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything. The one who gives these things to all mankind is not in need 
of having someone give him anything. 

 
We can make an immediate application of this concept to something as precious to us as 
our money. The Bible calls on us to worship God through the giving of our tithes and 
offerings. Why? Does God need our money? No, he doesn’t. God is not in need of our 
money. But we are in need of giving him our money in order to remind ourselves that he 
is the one who gave it to us in the first place.  

 
And we are in need of learning the lesson of generosity; that the more generous in 
returning to him what he gave to us in the first place, the more he will give us to be with 
generous with and to bless others with. 
 
God’s life is not lacking; we are not doing him any favors. What do you give someone who 
has everything? This has implications for our worship and for our service. We give to him 
not because he is lacking anything but as an expression of our acknowledgment that 
everything we have comes from him.  

 
GOD CREATED ALL MEN FROM ONE MAN -17:26-28 

 
Without citing chapter and verse, Paul continues to tell the creation story.  
“God made from one man every nation of mankind.”  

 
The Greeks felt they were racially superior to all other races; all others were barbarians. 
Yet Paul is saying here that it was God’s intention that the whole earth was to be covered 
by all of humanity that came from a single source. (Peterson) 

 
But it goes beyond just talking about “what” God did to “why” God did what he did. “He 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place. That they should 
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seek God. In the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is 
actually not far from each one of us.” 

 
To put what Paul is saying in another – simple – way: “God determined when and where 
we should live. As part of his plan to cause us to seek him. Yet he does not hide himself 
from us because he is actually not far from each one of us.” 
 
The imagery used here is that of a blind man feeling his way along a corridor. Man blindly 
seeks for God and is unable to find him until God reveals himself to man. While man is 
casting about trying to find God, he has the feeling that either he will never find God or 
that God is deliberately hiding himself from man. But the reality is that God is not very 
far away from any one of us.  
 
Paul makes use of contemporary writings and poets that would have been known to his 
audience. “In him we live and move and have our being, as even some of your own poets 
have said. For we are indeed his offspring.” He does not quote from them with the same 
meaning that the poets had originally attached to their writings. But his quote serves a 
purpose. This whole idea of worshiping a known God is not that farfetched. It’s as if Paul 
is saying, “I have begun my argument with the creation account. I have shown how God 
has populated the earth in such a way that men have a motivation for seeking him. And 
now I show that this same thought has been expressed by some of your favorite 
contemporary authors.” 

 
This God is in charge. He is the creator of everything. He is Lord of heaven and earth. He 
created all of mankind from one man. He determined ahead of time of when and where 
we would live. God wants us to seek him out. God knows that our seeking will have a 
sense of uncertainty about it. 

 
God’s purpose for humanity remains, despite the blinding and corrupting effects of sin . 
. . Because of human failure to find God as he really is, he can be truly known only 
through repentance and faith in the resurrected Jesus. (Peterson) 

 
God wants to be found. He is not leading us on in some kind of cruel game. But the rest of 
the story tells us that we would never find God if he didn’t reveal himself to us. As we 
seek after him there is always a sense that he is not that far from each one of us. We will 
not find him until we find him through Jesus. 

 
There is a biblical truth echoed in the pagan poet’s reflection on the relationship 
between Creator and human beings. It is natural for people to seek after God, since he 
made us to have a relationship with himself. . . Human ignorance of God has hampered 
this search, but now God is available in a new way, and those who respond with 
repentance will be able to find their Creator. (Peterson) 

 
Paul makes use of what is common from their culture. One does not have to be a Christian 
to know truth. But any/all truth that is known is in accordance with God’s revealed truth. 
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MAN TRIES TO REMAKE GOD IN HIS OWN IMAGE – 17:29 
 
Paul circles back around to the beginning of his sermon. “We ought not to think” means, 
“to form an idea about something, but with some suggestion of tentativeness or 
refraining from a definitive statement.” “He is not an unknown God but a known God. 
Which gives rise to another level of idolatry. Man is always trying to reduce God to 
something looks more like man and less like God.  

 
Paul’s argument is a challenge to all forms of religion which seek to make a god to suit 
the needs of their worshippers. Moreover, idolatry can take many forms . . . intellectually 
. . .  and practically (Peterson) 

 
The tendency of idolatry is to reduce the divine to be like something which we can form 
with our hands. Thus the commandment not to have any graven image. God’s intention 
was to demonstrate where he is through a person—Jesus—and not through a statue or a 
drawing or a crucifix or a . . . Even as God has no need to seek shelter in any dwelling that 
would be made by the hands of man, neither is he in need of being represented by any 
kind of art that man can devise to represent him. He has made himself known to us 
through Jesus. Which is where Paul is headed in this sermon. 

 
GOD WILL JUDGE ALL PEOPLE – 17:30 

 
Paul gave an altar call to the most sophisticated audience he would ever face. He sums up 
his sermon now with the same sense of directness. God has overlooked the times of 
ignorance. 
 
This “ignorance” speaks to a “lack of information” that would result in a lack of awareness 
that could lead to destruction. As Paul tells it, God was willing to overlook or disregard 
that ignorance. But in order for that to happen, everyone must repent.  

 
To repent means to turn around and change direction. They must walk away from the 
ignorance that had marked the past and had personal marked their past, and travel in the 
new direction with Paul was now commending to them.  

 
Think how this must have felt the Athenians as they listened to Paul. They prided 
themselves as being intellectuals who were racially superior to everyone else on the face 
of the earth. Yet Paul is telling them they have been living in times of ignorance. 
(Peterson) 

 
GOD HAS GIVEN ASSURANCE BY RAISING JESUS FROM THE DEAD – 17:31 

 
Paul says that “God has fixed a day on which he judge the world. The criteria for his 
judgment is righteousness. The standard of his judgment is a man whom he has 
appointed – Jesus. 
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But there is a way to face this judgment without fear. Look to the one whom he raised 
from the dead. Even though he does not use his name, Paul is preaching Jesus and the 
resurrection. 
 

They were no more likely to believe in the resurrection of the dead than are the skeptics 
in our modern scientific age. Yet Paul places the resurrection as the crux on which 
everything he has said rises or falls. If the resurrection of Jesus took place, it challenges 
human skepticism about the possibility of encountering God and being judged by him. It 
is the best proof we have of a general resurrection and makes Jesus the key figure in 
God’s plan for humanity. (Peterson) 

 
PREACH THE GOSPEL 

 
Surprisingly enough, I think that Ecclesiastes 11:3-6 speaks to the attitude we should 
have for sharing the gospel. 
 
We have not been called to be successful; we have been called to be faithful. Yet our 
faithful obedience to Christ is stymied when we give more credence to the sophistication 
and intellect of the one who is before us than to the one who created the one who is 
standing in front of us.  

 
We need to do everything we can to present the gospel in such a way that it gains a 
hearing. But we can never change the subject or the content of the gospel in order to make 
it more appealing to that person.  

 
When you have the opportunity, preach the gospel. When you are not sure if you have 
the opportunity, preach the gospel. And when you preach it, preach it simply and directly, 
just as Paul has done. 

 
ANTICIPATE A RESPONSE – 17:32-34 

 
SOME MOCKED PAUL - 17:32 

 
They were willing to listen to Paul until he got to the resurrection. They hadn’t mocked 
him concerning creation. They hadn’t mocked him concerning all of humanity coming 
from Adam. They hadn’t mocked him concerning God establishing the times and 
boundaries of everyone’s existence. But they couldn’t take the resurrection. 

 
The implication is that preaching Jesus and the resurrection is the way forward, despite 
the cynicism this arouses. In both Jewish and Gentile contexts, it is ‘the word’ by which 
God grows the church. (Peterson) 

 
SOME WERE POLITE TO PAUL – 17:32 

 
It is hard to tell if their consciences were genuinely pricked by what Paul had preached, 
or if they were just being polite. Maybe they had no intention of believing what he had 
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said about Jesus and the resurrection but they thought it was in poor taste to say so to 
his face. 
 

SOME BELIEVED AND FOLLOWED PAUL – 17:33-34 
 
There is no indication that a church was planted in Athens as a result of this sermon being 
preached. But Paul was faithful to preach the gospel, taking every opportunity he could 
find to do so.  
 

What can contemporary Christians learn from Paul’s apologetic and evangelistic 
strategies in 17:16-31? B. W. Winter suggests the following: 

 
Connecting with the hearers, correcting their misconceptions, conversing with the 
theological or ideological framework, convicting them of their compromises with their 
consciences in the light of their own intellectual commitment are critical steps. It is also 
necessary to confront them with their need of repentance towards God and faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ because of the coming day of judgment. These are all the essential 
features of a dialogue that is distinctly Christian and biblical. (Peterson) 

 
APPLICATIONS 
 

1.  Know the gospel. 
 

We need to know a gospel presentation but we need to know so much more. The 
knowledge of the gospel that comes from being familiar with how all parts of the Bible 
apply to every part of our lives.  

 
We need the knowledge of the gospel that comes from knowing not only the 25% of 
the Bible that is the New Testament, but also the 75% that is the Old Testament.  

 
We need the knowledge of the gospel that comes from loving it and living with it and 
applying it to every situation that confronts us in our daily lives. 

 
2.  Know something about the audience to whom you are preaching the gospel. Begin 

where you genuinely can with points of agreement. 
 
The easiest way to begin this process is through the asking of questions and careful 
listening to the answers that are given. Then, as we have seen Paul do in Athens, we 
find places of agreement and affirmation. But we also are bold enough to point out 
the errors of their ways.  

 
3.  Never allow your love of culture and your identification with culture override your 

identity as a Christian and the supremacy of the gospel. 
 
It is very easy to forget where our ultimate loyalty lays. We can come to understand 
and appreciate the culture of the one to whom we are sharing, but it is the gospel to 
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which we must be ultimately loyal. The same goes for our culture. Our understanding 
of our culture is constantly being transformed by our growth in the gospel. As we 
share the gospel with others, we are not trying to convert them to our cultural 
understanding. We are being faithful and obedient disciples of Christ who are offering 
them the opportunity to come into a relationship with the one true God of the 
universe. 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

We can so easily get caught up in worrying about how we come across to people who 
seem sophisticated and smart that we forget to preach the gospel. Or we shy away from 
preaching it because we don’t want to seem foolish. Paul gives us an excellent model to 
follow in those situations.  

 
1.  Take the initiative 

 
2.  Expect to be mocked 

 
3.  Preach the gospel 

 
4.  Anticipate a response 

 
 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 
 
 What opportunities do you have before you to take the initiative in sharing the gospel 

with others in your daily life? 
 
 Paul was preaching the gospel in a culture that celebrated the diversity of religions and 

ideas. He was mocked for preaching, with certainty, Jesus and the resurrection. What is 
the prevailing culture in which you operate on a daily basis? What challenges to the 
gospel do you face? 

 
 Preaching the gospel means more than just giving a gospel presentation. It means being 

able to apply what you are learning about the gospel to all of life. What’s an example of a 
way you have learned to apply the gospel to yourself, or to a situation in your work or 
school environment that you had not known before? 

 
 The people we work with (go to school with, live with, etc.) are not always excited when 

we publicly make a gospel remark or application. Sometimes they are polite and 
sometimes they are hostile. What have you learned about dealing with either indifference 
or hostility? 

 
 What idols in your life need to be dealt with this week? 


