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Applications

• In which situations do you become anxious or feel that God is distant?  

How can you better “practice the Presence of God” in these situations? 

What confession and accountability do you have with others in the Body?

• Regarding a current matter about which you are praying, which 

attribute(s) of God do you find most precious in building your faith?

• How balanced are your prayers in a) praying for others as well as 

yourself; b) praying for spiritual things as well as physical?

• In which requests have you “fainted” because the Lord’s answer has 

been delayed?  How can you be more tenacious and shamelessly bold in 

your prayers?
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Lord, Teach Us To Pray

• The Purpose of Prayer (vv 1-2, 9, 13)

• The Practice of Prayer (vv 1-4)

• The Passion of Prayer (vv 5-13)
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The Purpose of Prayer

• We develop intimacy and passion in our relationship with God 
through prayer. (v 1; Ps 16:8)
– Prayer draws our attention to God’s continual Presence around us. It 

puts our problems and our limited resources in perspective. (Jn 6:5; 11)

– Prayer expresses the faith in which the Lord delights, but prayerlessness 
reveals an inadequate view of Who God is. (Lk 18:7-8; Heb 11:6)

– “Father” is the Name of God that best emphasizes our relationship and 
the basis for our requests. 

– Acknowledging His holy Name prompts us to worship Him as God, to 
remember His revealed Names, and to delight in His perfections.

– Prayer highlights many other ways we relate: Sovereign/Possessor, 
Master, Benefactor/Provider, Judge/Savior, Guide/Protector. (vv 2-4)
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The Purpose of Prayer

• Prayer is God’s chosen means for us to participate in His 
sovereign plan. (v 2; Rom 15:30-32; 2Chr 7:14)
– Prayer is commanded. (v 2; 1Th 5:17)

– Praying for one another is a family responsibility. (vv 3-4; 1Sam 12:22-23)

– God acts when His people pray together. (Acts 4:31)

• Prayer glorifies God. (Jn 14:13-14)
– God answers prayer. He is the Living God! (v 9, 13; Jam 5:16)

– God honors His Name by delivering His people from trouble. (Ps 50:14-15)

– God responds consistently with His character. (Dan 9:16-19)
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The Practice of Prayer

• God’s reputation and His goals take first priority in prayer. (v 2)
– Pleading for God’s Name and His ways to be cherished and valued in this 

world also calls to holy living each of us Who take His Name.

– Seeking His Kingdom cries for more people to receive Christ, for His people 
to submit more of their will to Him, and for Christ to come again to this earth.

• Our needs provide an opportunity to bring God glory. (vv 3-4)
– Looking to God for even our most basic physical needs demonstrates His 

generosity and Presence. Worry dishonors God. (Phil 4:6; Ps 37:25)

– Confessing our sin and asking forgiveness honors God’s holiness. They also 
motivate us to forgive others. (Ps 66:18; 1 Jn 1:5-9)

– Requesting guidance to avoid evil temptations respects God’s wisdom. 
Asking protection from spiritual danger relies on God’s power. (1Jn 4:4)
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The Passion of Prayer

• Pray boldly. (v 8; Eph 3:12)

– “Boldness” goes against our natural inclination in approaching a King, 

but not a Father. (Es 4:11; Heb 4:16)

• Pray persistently. (v 9)

– One of the biggest obstacles to our prayers is persisting until God’s 

answer is brought about in God’s timing. (Lk 18:1-8)

• Pray expectantly. (v 10; Ps 5:3)

• Pray confidently. (vv 11-13)
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