
Prayer Section for Covenant Renewal: Five Prayers for the New Year 

 (Jn 4:31-38; Mt 9:35-38) 

 

This last spring (2017) Molly Kruse was traveling back to OU in Norman, OK after visiting with 

her dad in Fort Worth.  It was Friday evening, and I remembered hearing a weather report 

about the possibility of severe weather.  I checked the radar on the computer in my office and 

noticed a rapidly developing storm just west of I35 near the Oklahoma border which would be 

crossing near the time that Molly would be in that area.  As Rebecca called Molly and asked her 

to be alert, I saw the storm had just produced a tornado and that it was just a few miles north 

of where Molly was and was changing direction toward her!   Molly couldn’t see the rain wrapped 

tornado in the storm, but she quickly took cover at a convenience store near Gainesville. 

A couple of miles north of where Molly was, the swirling clouds crossing the road caused traffic 

to stop, trapping many on the highway. They began to experience the terror of baseball size hail 

bombarding their cars.  Fortunately no lives were lost, but there were many expensive repairs 

for those who had not perceived the danger and avoided the area.  Interestingly enough, almost 

twenty years earlier my grandfather had provided the same service for us as we travelled back 

home from Oklahoma City!  The principle was clear:  with weather in the spring on I35, you’re 

safer being in communication with someone who knows what is going on ahead of you! 

As we proceed down the 2018 road, it’s good to remind ourselves of the importance of close 

communication with our Lord.  He is the only One Who intimately knows the road ahead, and if 

we will be diligent to listen to His voice and to ask Him for provision and direction, we will safely 

arrive at the good goal of His Sovereign plan for our lives.  Two passages discussing the harvest 

prompt five prayers for us in 2018, 

 

 “31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I have 

food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone 

brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent 

me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the 

harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for 

harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so 

that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and 

another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and 

you have entered into their labor.” (Jn 4:31-38 ESV) 

 

35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he 

saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 

into his harvest.” (Mt 9:35-38 ESV) 



 

1. Lord, give me the eyes of Jesus to see Your perspective and Your priorities in the midst of 

the performance of my daily routine and responsibility.  (Jn 4:31-35) 

a. Many of us are spiritually near-sighted, with “my optics” being all that I pay attention to! 

While getting a drink, Jesus saw an opportunity for the Gospel to satisfy the greatest 

need of a thirsty soul.  He took time to “see the crowds,” to look around Himself and 

observe the needs of others.  Though He ate and drank and walked and slept, He was 

attentive to what the Father was doing around Him.  His food was to do the will of Him 

Who sent Him and to accomplish His work.  When Jesus began His ministry, Satan had 

tried to tempt Jesus to use His authority as Son of God to meet His own needs over the 

priority of finishing what the Spirit had led Him to do.  “Man does not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” 

b. Application: How can you stay alert to the Spirit’s promptings during the daily 

routine? How can you discern the Lord’s priorities for the day and make sure those 

take priority? 

2. Lord, motivate me to pray with the passion of Jesus. Give me an awareness of the poverty of 

my passion for the things of God, my weakness and inability in the service of God, the 

urgency of spiritual need in this generation, and the limited time. 

a. Clyde Hodson observes that two things which motivate us to pray are vision and crisis.  

Our first prayer dealt with asking for vision to pray, here we are asking to realize the 

crisis we are in.  We may face many crises this year, but our spiritual needs and the 

needs of those around us impact eternity, but lesser issues often steal our attention.  We 

often treat this day, this month, and this year as though they will all come just like the 

last ones did.  We forget our time and opportunity and abilities are limited. Jesus urged 

His disciples to see the dual crisis of great need and few laborers, but He did not leave 

them with a desparate outlook – He also directed us to look to Him for resourcing.  When 

asked to feed the 5000, the disciples looked at their meager resources that had been 

offered by a little boy, Jesus gave the instruction which fed many, “Bring them to Me.”  

That is one of the purposes of crisis and need, to teach us to bring the situation in prayer 

to Jesus.   

b. Application: How can you live today with a passion to breathe each breath 

remembering that it is a loan from the Lord? What are “time wasters” in your life- 

how can you reduce these in your life?   What task have you refrained from because 

they are too difficult?  Could this be an opportunity for you to move out of your 

comfort zone and obey, bringing the issue daily before the Lord? 

  



3. Lord, grant me the faith to see You at work as You permit me to impact Your Kingdom in 

prayer. 

a. We often see the disciples make mistakes, and we sometimes laugh at them. In our John 

passage we see them more concerned about lunch than learning.  In the feeding of the 

5000, we see them concluding the situation was impossible. We see Jesus knowing what 

He was going to do, and being the Son of God He could have turned all the stones to 

bread.  But perhaps most amazing of all is that He used them – He involved them in the 

work!  He used their incomplete understanding and their meager resources to accomplish 

a great miracle.  But here in our Matthew passage He commands an even more amazing 

thing, “…pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest…” John MacArthur states it this way, “Jesus affirmed the fact that believers’ 

prayers participate in the fulfillment of God’s plans!”  In other words, the Lord 

sometimes waits, directs, or provides in response to our requests before His throne. 

b. Application: Where do I need to be more responsible in my intercession?  Could it be 

that the Lord is waiting for me to pray to bring about a spiritual breakthrough in 

this generation?   

4. Lord, I offer my plans, my resources, my schedule, and myself to You to be used by You or 

set aside by You.  

a. After Jesus asked His disciples to pray for harvest laborers, that was not the end of 

their role.  The next chapter records how He sent them into the harvest.  Just like 

Isaiah, we should not be focusing primarily what God needs to do with others, but offer 

ourselves to His service: “Here I am, Lord. Send me!”   

b. Application: How does the Lord want you to serve Him by serving others?  What 

would be evidences of confirmation in prayer, the Word, fellow believers, 

authorities, or circumstances? 

5. Lord, open my understanding to know Your glory, Your power, and Your love in a greater way.  

a. As the disciples walked with Jesus, He revealed more and more of Himself to them, yet it 

still often was a process of growing from “head knowledge” to “heart knowledge.” There 

were many times the Lord asked, “O You of little faith, why did you doubt?”  That is a 

valid question for us to ask ourselves.  There is also ample opportunity for us to confess 

our trust in things that are not God, perhaps our money, our career, our abilities, or other 

people.  May this year find us growing in our understanding and worship of the One, True 

God! 

b. Application: What perfections of God’s nature are the most meaningful to you?  

What tend to be “God substitutes” you look to in a difficult time? 

In view of our need of God’s perspective, of God’s passion, of faithful intercession, of selfless 

consecration, and of growing in the knowledge of God, let us pray.  



 

LET US PRAY 

 

Let us adore the Father, the God of love. 

He created us; 

He continually preserves and sustains us; 

He has loved us with an everlasting love, and given us the light of the knowledge of his glory in 

the face of Jesus Christ. 

 

You are God; we praise you; we acknowledge you to be the Lord. 

 

Let us glory in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Though he was rich, yet for our sakes 

he became poor; he was tempted in all points as we are, yet without sin; he went about 

doing good and preaching the gospel of the kingdom; he became obedient to death, death 

on the cross; he was dead and is alive forever; he has opened the kingdom of heaven to all 

who trust in him; he sits at the right hand of God in the glory of the Father; he will come 

again to be our Judge. 

 

You, Christ, are the King of Glory. 

 

Let us rejoice in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life.  By him we are 

born into the family of God, and made members of the body of Christ; his witness confirms us; 

his wisdom teaches us; his power enables us; he will do for us far more than we ask or think. 

 

All praise to you, Holy Spirit. 
 

 


