
Acts 13:13-43 10.21.18 Page 1 of 9 

GOD’S PROMISE FULFILLED IN JESUS 
Acts 13:13-43 

 
SERMON NOTES FOR LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

This is the first complete sermon that we see Paul preaching the book of Acts. Luke has 
told us of his preaching in the synagogues, but this is the first sermon that we can examine 
in full. 
 
We see that Paul preaches the same message that we have already seen Peter preach in 
Acts. He mentions three figures prominently: David, John the Baptist and Jesus. God 
makes promises to David which are ultimately fulfilled in Jesus. John serves as the 
messenger who alerts Israel to the arrival and ministry of Jesus. Paul is tying the story of 
Scripture together for the Jewish and Gentile audiences who are listening to him. In doing 
so he is preaching the same message that Peter preached, which is the same message that 
Jesus preached.  
 
Too often we got lost in the details of the OT stories and we forget to see how they are 
pointing toward Jesus. This sermon is a short summary of that overview of Scripture. God 
made promised to David. He fulfilled those promises in Jesus. There is no one else coming 
who will fulfill them.  
 
Jesus is the fulfillment of every promise God has made. 

 
I.  JOHN MARK ABANDONS SHIP – 13:13-14 

 
Paul and his companions departed from Paphos – 13:13 
 
Luke shows us that there has been a definite change in the leadership of this missionary 
team. It is no longer “Barnabas and Saul” but is now “Paul and his companions.” In this 
verse Barnabas is not even listed by name. This could simply be the reality of what has 
happened following the encounter with Elymas and Sergius Paulus. Paul is probably 
better equipped to lead the team but that does not mean that Barnabas no longer has a 
role to play. 
 
Many will look at our pastoral arrangement at SCF and ask “How does this team of pastors 
approach work?” We would say that we are exactly what we say we are; we are a team. 
We do not all play the same position and we do not all have the same responsibilities, but 
we all have an equal voice. We respect one another, we listen to one another, and we 
defer to one another where necessary. And sometimes we argue with one another. 
Unanimity is never our goal; but unity is always our goal. 
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John Mark abandoned the trip at Perga and returned to Jerusalem – 13:13 
 
We are not told how long it was that Mark stayed with Barnabas and Saul. And we are not 
told why he decided to depart from the team at this time.  

 
a.  It is possible that he was upset and taking up an offense for Barnabas. Paul was 

clearly now the leader and Mark may have been upset that his cousin Barnabas 
had been usurped.  
 

b.  Or it may have simply been that Mark was immature and not ready for the rigors 
of this kind of ministry travel.  

 
c. But what we do know is that Paul resented Mark’s departure, and saw it as a 

desertion. Paul’s feelings on this will cause a disruption in his relationship with 
Barnabas at the start of his 2nd missionary journey and will not be resolved until 
toward the very end of Paul’s life. (Bruce, Peterson) – Acts 15:37-39; 2 Timothy 
4:11 

 
Paul and his companions continued on to Antioch in Pisidia – 13:14 

 
John Mark’s departure did not slow their progress; they continued on from Perga to 
Antioch in Pisidia. There apparently little or no discussion about whether they should 
continue or turn back or beg John Mark not to leave them. Paul was a driven man. He had 
been commissioned by the Holy Spirit to complete a task and he was not going to let the 
timidity of a young believer deter him. 

 
Again, we are not told why they chose to travel to Antioch in Pisida. It may have been 
because of a sizable Jewish population in the city. It may also have been that Sergius 
Paulus suggested it as the next point in their travel itinerary, possibly because he had 
connections there. (Peterson) 

 
When they arrived at their destination, they followed the same pattern we have already 
seen. They went to where the Jews and the seeking Gentiles were known to gather, they 
synagogue. Paul seems to have attached importance to the evangelization of such centers, 
from which the gospel would readily radiate out into the adjoining country. (Bruce) 

 
What we are going to see here is the third major NT speech given in a synagogue that 
announces the arrival of a significant person in NT theology and history (Peterson): 

 
a.  Lk 4:16-27 – Jesus’ announcement in the synagogue in Nazareth 

 
b.  Acts 2:14-39 – Peter’s Pentecost speech 

 
c.  Acts 13:14-52 – Paul’s sermon in the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia  
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II.  PAUL PRESSES ON – 13:15-43  
 

AN INVITATION TO PREACH - 13:15-16 
 

The rulers invited Paul and Barnabas – 13:15 
 

The rulers of the synagogue were not full-time employees. They were respected leaders 
who had responsibility for carrying out the duties of the synagogue and for securing 
speakers for the weekly services. So, even if Paul and Barnabas’ reputation had not 
preceded them, it would have been normal for them to be asked to address the 
synagogue.  

 
A typical meeting of the synagogue was conducted according to a triennial lectionary; a 
reading from the Pentateuch would be followed by a reading from the Prophets, with the 
expectation that the reading from the Prophets would be somewhat related to the 
reading from the Pentateuch. (Bruce, Peterson)  

 
Paul accepted the invitation – 13:16 

 
Paul is now the undisputed leader of the group. He is the one who stood up to preach. 
Typically the preacher would have sat on the “bema,” or pulpit, but it may have been 
necessary for Paul to stand in order to be heard if there was a large crowd assembled. 
(Bruce, Peterson) 

 
Paul addresses the Jews and the seekers who were part of the synagogue. As is always 
the case throughout the NT, the “God-fearers” will be more receptive to Paul’s message 
than will be the Jews. 

 
GOD PREPARED ISRAEL FOR CHRIST – 13:17-22 

 
God demonstrated his salvation to Israel through captivity and deliverance – 
13:17-20 

 
Let me point out something here that should be obvious to all of us, before we look at 
Pauls’ sermon. He is speaking to Jews who share a common background in Scripture that 
he has. Thus he begins his sermon with Scripture. But that is not the way Paul began his 
sermon when dealing with a pagan audience. 

 
Paul did not adapt the content of the gospel he preached. But he did adapt how he talked 
about the content of the gospel. With the Jews in the synagogue, the most natural thing 
to do was to begin with God’s dealing with Israel. With the Greek philosophers on Mars 
Hill, Paul chose to begin with creation – Acts 17:22-31 

 
All of which is to say, it is important that you do everything you can to know something 
about the background of the person, or people, you are speaking to, so that you can 
approach them from a common point of understanding. If you think back to Ben’s sermon 
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this sermon, you might remember the SALTY approach to beginning a conversation with 
someone you do not already know. 

 
God is the one who chose Israel; God is not a made-up construct of Israel. Israel did not 
choose God from among the gods who were available. Salvation begins with God’s 
electing activity. Salvation by God begins when Israel can do nothing for herself; she is in 
captivity. 

 
God’s election of Israel did two things. He chose them instead of choosing another people. 
And he made them great during their stay in captivity. 

 
Notice that Paul doesn’t use a word for “captivity” to describe their time in Egypt, but he 
calls it a “stay.” That is because it was God who was keeping them there until he was ready 
to deliver them into the Promised Land. Egypt was a captor only as long as God allowed 
them to be. And that was only until his purpose was accomplished. 

 
It was during their “stay” that God made Israel great. What the Egyptians meant for evil, 
God turned to good. Ultimately he caused the captor to fear the captive. 

 
And when it was time, he led them out with uplifted arm, like a man flexing his muscles. 

 
The time in the Wilderness is a demonstration of God’s long suffering patience. He did 
not destroy them in the wilderness like he did the nations who were inhabiting the land 
he wanted to give to them. He kept them in the desert until the unbelieving and 
disobedient generation had died out – Num 14:20-35 

 
Before Israel crossed the Jordan River and came into the Promised Land, God told her 
why he was driving out the nations before them from the territory. It was not because of 
Israel’s might or purity but because of the nation’s wickedness – Deut 9:3-6 

 
How many generations of lives are covered in the 450 years that it took to conquer the 
land? Our lifespan is a part of God’s bigger picture. Our lives are not like a television show 
where the crime is committed and solved within a neat and tidy window of 60 minutes.  
So one of the ways we train ourselves for godly living is to understand and appreciate 
God’s timeframe.  

 
There are many things that we want to see in our lifetime that we will not see in our 
lifetime. But because he is a good God, we will see more than enough, not just to satisfy 
us but to cause us to have a deep sense of satisfaction at what we have seen, and to long 
for the eternal perspective of his plan that we will gain when we are safely gathered to 
heaven – Heb 11:39-40 

 
Israel rejected God and asked for a king; he gave them Saul - 13:21 

 
At the time they asked for a king, Israel had been dependent upon God for deliverance 
and leaders for almost 1000 years: 430 years in Egypt (Ex 12:40-41); deliverance from 
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Egypt; 40 years of leadership by Moses during the Exodus; 450 years of inhabiting the 
Promised Land and being led by Joshua, the Judges and Samuel the Prophet.  

 
This is what happens when you get bored with what God is providing or you begin 
comparing what he has given you with what others around you have. This sin of 
comparison causes you to think that God has not been generous with you and has 
withheld his best from you – 1 Sam 8:4-9 

 
God provided Israel with the king of his choice; David – 13:22 

 
He gave Israel what they asked for – a king – Saul. Then he gave them what he wanted to 
give them – a king – David. Again, God is the one who is doing the selecting of who he will 
raise up and who he will set down – 1 Sam 13:14; Ps 89:20 

 
THE PROMISES MADE TO DAVID HAVE BEEN FULFILLED IN CHRIST – 13:23-37 

 
Jesus is from the lineage of David; John announced his coming - 13:23-25 

 
Paul’s sermon quickly leaps from David to Jesus. God has fulfilled his promise that David 
would never fail to have a descendant to sit on his throne. God has done this in the person 
of Jesus, who has already come. Thus God’s promise to David has been fulfilled. 
(Peterson) – 2 Sam 7:8-17 
 
This will be an ongoing theme of Paul among the Jews; the incomplete theology of those 
who rely on the Law. 

 
John knew that his ministry was to point the way to Jesus, not to draw attention to 
himself. 

 
The message of Jesus is for those who are gathered before Paul – 13:26 

 
Note that, at this point, Paul is doing two things.  

 
a.  First, he is interspersing his instruction with appeals to believe. This is a sermon; 

it includes historical material that needs to be known and believed, but that there 
is also an appeal of “believe this now even if you don’t yet know all the content.” 
(Peterson) 

 
b.  Secondly, Paul is not only addressing the Jews but the Gentiles who are gathered 

before him. He is ultimately addressing all of those who fear God. 
 

Those who observed Jesus did not recognize him even though they had every 
advantage, but instead, they fulfilled Scripture by condemning him - 13:27-31 

 
They had these advantages but they were not enough: 
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a.  They lived in Jerusalem 
 
b.  They heard the prophets being read every Sabbath 
 
c.  Even when they could physically observe him, they did not know who he was 

because they could not comprehend him by faith. They were no better off than 
these Paul is preaching to who had never physically seen Jesus. They were no 
better off than we are. They saw him but they did not recognize him. 

 
They demonstrated their lack of understanding by condemning him. In condemning him 
they were condemning themselves. They fully condemned him by asking Pilate to have 
him put to death. They asked to have an innocent man put to death. They could not put 
him to death themselves, so they appealed to the ruling authority to put him to death. 

 
Everything they did had been foretold by the Scriptures. They thought they were acting 
on their own volition, independent of history, but everything they did had been predicted 
by the Scriptures.  

 
This is another reason why we immerse ourselves in Scripture; to understand what our 
response to Jesus must be.  

 
The resurrection is the fulfillment of Scripture – 13:32-37 

 
Paul now applies this to his listeners in the synagogue. He does not make a distinction 
here between Jew & Gentile; “those among you who fear God.” All who fear God are God’s 
children in the sense that they can and do hear and respond to God’s voice of salvation. 

 
The resurrection is the lynchpin; the resurrection is proof that everything else God said 
or promised is true. The resurrection is foretold in the second psalm – Ps 2:7 

 
The resurrection is the sign/proof that Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promise to David. 
Jesus’ post-resurrection body was not corrupted in any way: not spoiled, the grave 
clothes had been left behind. Not only was his post-resurrection body not corrupted, it 
was actually enhanced – Ps 16:9-10 

 
THOSE WHO HEAR THIS MESSAGE SHOULD HEED THIS MESSAGE – 13:38-41 

 
Forgiveness of sins is found in Jesus – 13:38-39 

 
This is preaching, not teaching. Paul is not just sharing information with them but he is 
appealing to them to believe something. To base their lives on it. They are not just freed 
from some things but from everything – Gal 3:21-29 

 
Pay attention to what you are hearing – 13:40-41 
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Paul concludes his sermon with more persuasion; a warning against unbelief – 
Hab 1:5. 

 
THE HEARERS WANTED TO HEAR MORE – 13:42-43 

 
Paul’s preaching awakened interest in the Jews. Paul’s message struck a nerve in his 
listeners. The people were not giving nice compliments for Paul’s “nice little talk,” they 
were begging to hear more. 

 
Many of the listeners followed Paul and Barnabas out of the synagogue, wanting to hear 
more. Not only did they beg to hear more but they followed Paul and Barnabas as they 
left they synagogue. 

 
III. APPLICATION 
 
WHICH IS MORE IMPORTANT? THE MISSION OR THE MISSIONARY? 
 

Jesus is the fulfillment of every promise God has made. 
 

I heard a saying a long time ago that has always stayed with me. “The work must be 
accomplished; the worker must be fulfilled.” I have been pondering that as I consider 
Mark’s departure from this trip. Was he right to do so? Should Paul have pursued him to 
reconsider what he was doing? Should Paul have harbored such ill will against him? 

 
As always, there must be a balance.  

 
On the one hand, the work has to be accomplished. The mission has to succeed. To that 
end, all who are called to the mission must agree to see it through to the end. They need 
to count the cost up front and understand that the leaders of the mission will not always 
have control over all events and situations. There will be times of hardship and 
inconvenience and personal cost. Such is the nature of the life that God has called us to in 
Jesus.  

 
On the other hand, the leader of the mission must understand that the work of the 
Christian (leader) is not just the completion of tasks and projects but also the growth of 
Christ in the life of the Christian; each Christian for whom they have responsibility.  

 
This is one of the reasons why God puts us into His Body, the Church. Different members 
of the body of Christ will play a different role in the development of younger disciples of 
Christ. Not everyone is perfectly suited for every situation. But the members of the body 
all work together for the common good.  

 
This is also why we keep in mind the element of time. Just because someone fails at a task, 
or quits it early before seeing it through to completion, does not mean that they will 
always quit. But at the same time, if someone never sees any task through to completion, 
what hope do we have that they will ever change? 



Acts 13:13-43 10.21.18 Page 8 of 9 

 
Which is more important, the mission or the missionary? Really, the answer is “neither.” 
God himself is more important than the work that is to be accomplished or the worker he 
enrolls to do the work. And because God is more important, he deliberately gives us 
missions that are impossible to accomplish in our own strength. And he deliberately gives 
us team members who will fail at some point. Why? In order to remind us that he is more 
important than either the mission or the missionary. And to cause us to depend on him 
so that we can marvel at what he does through us. Not because of us, but because of him. 

 
The work will be accomplished and the worker will feel fulfilled when we remember this: 
“God exhibits his life in our lives for the good of others.”  He uses successes that we cannot 
take any credit for. And he uses failures that rightfully should cause us to be written out 
of the script. But he continues to accomplish his work through us because Jesus did not 
see corruption. “David fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and his body saw 
corruption; but he whom God raised up did not see corruption.” 

 
PREACHING JESUS FROM ALL OF SCRIPTURE 
 

Jesus is the fulfillment of every promise God has made. 
 

It is important to see that Paul, along with Peter and Jesus, preaches Jesus from all of 
Scripture. He definitely sees Jesus as the completion of the OT. But he understands that 
his listeners need the OT background in order to understand the role of Jesus in today’s 
world. 

 
That is why we encourage you to be in all of Scripture on a regular basis. You need to 
know the complete story of Scripture and to see how it all points to Jesus. Let me use an 
analogy that I have used before. When we read the NT, we know how the story ends. But 
when we take the time to know the OT as well as the NT, we have a greater appreciation 
for how the story came to be written and how it was shepherded through the centuries 
to its perfect completion. When we continually review the story, and pay attention to the 
details that make up the story, we have a greater appreciation for God as the author of 
the story. 

 
THE POWER OF A CONSISTENT MESSAGE 

 
Jesus is the fulfillment of every promise God has made. 

 
F. F. Bruce tells us that critics of Paul’s message in Antioch of Pisidia try to make the case 
that Paul’s speech (sermon) was not original; he was simply repeating what Peter had 
already said. According to Bruce, that’s not a bad thing to say. To put it in my words, we 
have not been called to be creative with the message but to be faithful to the message. To 
that end Bruce puts forth the following reasons why it’s not a bad thing that Paul was 
saying virtually the same things that Peter had already said: 
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1.  Paul’s own insistence that the gospel story which he proclaimed was the same as 
that proclaimed by the other apostles and early witnesses. 

 
2.  The fact that the common outline of the primitive kerygma (kernel, teaching) may 

be traced throughout the NT, no matter who the speaker or writer may be. 
 

3.  The evidence for a common stock of testimonia or OT selections used by all the early 
preachers of the gospel. 

 
Paul preaches a gospel message that is consistent with the message preached by Peter, 
which was consistent with the gospel message preached by Jesus. In so many ways, but 
especially in the content of the message we preach, we are not called to be creative but 
to be faithful. 

 
The story has been written; God has fulfilled in Jesus every promise he made to David. 
But the story is still being written. Jesus is still showing himself to be faithful to everyone 
who will call on him as Lord and Savior. Have you done that? Are you still trusting in that 
for your salvation? If not, why? If not, why not today? 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
Even though there are many verses that make up this sermon, the outline is fairly simple. 
And it provides a consistent template that SCF can use as we read our Bible for our own 
edification and as we share the gospel with others.  
 
God chose Israel because he wanted to choose Israel. God provided Israel with a home 
and a special relationship, and Israel rejected that relationship.  
 
God gave Israel what she asked for, a king, Saul, and then he gave her what she needed, a 
king, David.  
 
God made promises to David that, from a human perspective, seemed impossible to bring 
about. But God’s perspective of time has always been much longer than man’s. God 
fulfilled every promise he had made to David in the person of Jesus.  
 
He used John the Baptist to announce that Jesus was coming so that all would have a 
chance to respond to him in faith, which they did not. God now extends that same 
opportunity to each one of us. 
 
The more we know this story, the more we become familiar with it, the better we know 
it, the easier it is to see where it is we fit in it.  
 
God chooses us because he loves us. He shows his love for us in that he continues to love 
us even after we reject him and turn away from him and disappoint him. He consistently, 
lovingly calls us back to him. And he always fulfills his promises to us in Jesus. 

 


