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Applications

• How did you respond when faced with your last crisis?  What Scriptures can 

you identify and memorize to address the attitudes you need to display?

• How can you participate in and encourage others in praying together for 

needs in the Body at Southfield?

• Can you identify a step of obedience or of faith the Lord is leading you to 

take which you have not yet taken?  What can help you open this “little 

door” to a greater outpouring of God’s grace in your life?

• Each believer is being sanctified by the Spirit of God, but in our experience 

this is an ongoing work.  Ask the Lord to help you: a) identify areas of pride 

and self-exaltation; b) humble yourself before the Lord.
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The Visible Hand of God

• An impossible deliverance (vv 6-11)

• An unexpected answer (vv 12-17)

• Three works in progress (vv 12, 17-19) 
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An Impossible Deliverance

• Peter found himself in an inescapable political, physical, and spiritual 

disadvantage, and now he had run out of time. (v 6)

– How we respond to a “last minute” crisis reveals the object and the strength 

of our faith. Worry, compromise, inconsiderate irritability express little or no 

faith in our good, sovereign Lord. (1Pe 5:6-7; 1Sa 13; Phil 2:14; 4:6)

– Peter was sleeping through his “last night”!  Was this an expression of faith 

in Jesus’ predictions concerning Peter’s death in John 21, or was it another 

lack of prayerful attentiveness as in the “last night” before Jesus’ crucifixion?

– Even if Peter were sleeping because of physical or emotional exhaustion, 

others were covering the matter in prayer! (v 12; Lk 22:31-32, 45-46)
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An Impossible Deliverance

• The Lord miraculously rescued Peter from this impossible situation 

though the ministry of one of His angels. (vv 7-11; Heb 1:14; Ps 91:11)

– Angels are spiritual beings who communicate messages or direction from 

God (8:26; 10:3), who deliver God’s people from harm (5:19; 12:7), or 

who carry out God’s judgment (12:23).

– Just as God works sovereignly in connection with the prayers of His 

people, often His angels do not perform all of God’s designated work, but 

also communicate commands for the Lord’s people to obey. (vv 7-9)

– God commands many angels and bestows each with the power to 

accomplish His purpose, power beyond human ability or understanding. 

(Mt 19:26, 26:53; 2Ki 19:35; v 10)
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An Unexpected Answer to Prayer

• Many believers were gathered in a home praying for Peter. (vv 12-13)

– The believers were “earnestly praying” (v 5).  This describes the intensity 

of their prayers, as well as sacrificing sleep and safety to meet and pray.

– The believers prayed persistently, as Peter had been in jail for days. 

– Mary was likely a widow since her husband is not mentioned. Rather than 

avoiding risk and focusing on her own needs, she offered her home for the 

gathering. God delights in such sacrificial sharing! (Heb 13:16)

– The believers prayed “gathered together.”  This Spirit-enabled unity 

transcended social status of servant and master. God often waits to 

answer until His people are unified in a request. (4:31; Gal 3:28)
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An Unexpected Answer to Prayer

• Though diligent in their asking, Peter’s arrival found the believers 
amazed at the Lord’s answer to their prayers!
– One must admire the genuine love for Peter expressed in Rhoda’s joy and 

her bold persistence in asserting that Peter was at the door.

– Many think that Peter’s “angel” referred to his spirit, and so the believers 
were suggesting that perhaps Herod had already executed Peter and that 
the voice at the door was Peter’s spirit giving them a final visit! (Mt 18:10)

– Praise is an important companion to prayer.  Sometimes we fail to 
remember God can do beyond all that we ask or think because we forget 
how great He is. (Mt 8:26-27; Eph 3:20)

– Do not let a small “wooden door” of unbelief keep you from experiencing 
the wonders that God has opened “iron gates” to give you! (Mt 7:7-11)
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Three Works in Progress

• James the brother of John was called Home, but the Lord supplied new 

leadership for the Jerusalem church through James, the half-brother of 

Jesus. (v 17; 15:13-21; Gal 1:19; 2:9)

– Though James and Jude and the other brothers of Jesus did not originally 

believe, they came to faith in Christ after the Resurrection (1Co 15:7).

– Many think the Lord used the events of Herod’s persecution and the 

scattering of believers to prompt the writing of the book of James, the first 

book of the New Testament canon written (AD 44).

– James is seen taking a prominent role in the Council of Jerusalem.
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Three Works in Progress

• John Mark, son of Mary and cousin of Barnabas, is introduced. (v 12) 
– This young man will be mentored by Barnabas and Paul on their first 

missionary journey, which does not end well. (v 25; 13:13)

– Mark eventually becomes a useful ministry assistant to Paul and to Peter, 
working with the latter to write the Gospel of Mark. (2 Ti 4:11; 1 Pet 5:13)

• Rather than gain further political favor from the Jews, Herod is 
embarrassed by Peter’s inexplicable escape. (vv 18-19) 
– Herod vented his anger by executing the sentries, and he pursued his own 

“escape” from the situation by returning to Caesarea.

– Herod’s self-exalting ego and reign of terror over Christians would soon 
face a final humiliation at the hand of an angel. (Jam 4:6) 
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