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Applications

• “Initiating servant relationships” is a key Scriptural priority we emphasize at 

Southfield. What ministry opportunity is the Lord calling you to today?  Is there 

a ministry to which you have been called already which you need to continue or 

complete? Is there an individual who needs your mentoring in order to grow in 

their leadership abilities? What challenges ministry to others in your life?

• What individuals or people groups do you find difficult to love?  Ask the Lord to 

give you His love for these people and to show you how you can invest in them.

• Where is an area of spiritual battle in which you can join with other believers in 

“reinforcing the supply lines” through prayer, encouragement, or a visit?

• Many ministries are strengthened when we team with other believers with 

complementary gifts.  What ministry could the Lord be calling you to team with?    
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The Next Frontier of Gospel Expansion

• The method of expansion (vv 4-13)

• The means of establishing the new believers (vv 14-25)
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The Method of Expansion

• This expansion of the Gospel had been prophesied by Christ, yet its 

timing only became evident as the Church pursued faithfulness in its 

Jerusalem work and trusted in the sovereignty of God. (v 4; Acts 1:8)

– Faithfulness in boldly proclaiming the Gospel, nurturing unity in the Body 

of new believers, caring for the needy, and developing new leaders 

prepared the Church for the next phase of the Gospel expansion.

– God was not limited by the threats of the Sanhedrin or by the men who 

murdered Stephen.  Just as in the death of His Son, what seemed a 

setback to many was exactly what He would use to display His glory 

and power to even more people! (Ac 4:27-31)
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The Method of Expansion

• The expansion of the Gospel was made possible by the development of 
additional ministers other than the apostles.(v 5; Acts 6:1-7; Eph 4:11-12)
– Philip was one of those chosen to minister to the widows in Jerusalem along 

with Stephen, freeing the apostles to focus on their ministry priorities. 

– His close association with Stephen may have put him next on Saul’s hit list, 
so Stephen fled Jerusalem with many of the Hellenistic believers.

– Rather than persist in self-pity because of the ministry he could not do in 
Jerusalem, he pursued the ministry opportunities he could do - in Samaria! 

– God desires all of His people to live out their salvation by being zealous for 
good works, displaying His workmanship by eagerly seeking ministry to 
others. Ministry is not only for “professionals.” (Titus 2:11-14; Eph 2:8-10)

– Faithful in “little” ministry prepares you for greater ministry. 
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The Method of Expansion

• The expansion of the Gospel required Philip to possess a Christ-like love 
for people different than himself. (vv 6-8, 12; Lk 10:25-37; Jn 4; Rom 5:8)
– Samaria was the ancient capital of the northern kingdom of Israel which fell 

to the Assyrians (722BC) after God judged over 200 years of idolatry. Forced 
resettlement led to a racial mix of Jews and Gentiles called Samaritans.

– Cultural tensions arose after the Samaritans opposed the Jews returning 
from the Babylonian captivity in rebuilding the Temple and Jerusalem. 

– Religious tensions led to Samaritan worship at Mt Gerizim Jews viewed the 
Samaritans as apostate.  

– A Samaritan village refused hospitality to Jesus on His last trip to Jerusalem, 
prompting James and John to ask if they could call down fire from heaven!

– Philip obeyed Jesus’ teaching regarding loving one’s enemies. (Mt 5:43-45)
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The Method of Expansion

• The expansion of the Gospel required confrontation of deception and 
wickedness in the spiritual domain. (vv 7, 9-13 )
– Simon the Magician dominated the attention of the Samaritans, presenting 

himself as a god (God?) using science, astrology, divination, and the occult.

– When Philip proclaimed the Gospel with the power of the Spirit, the 
attention of the Samaritans turned to the Gospel. Many believed and were 
baptized.  Even Simon was amazed, expressed belief, and was baptized! 

– Spiritual oppression does not yield without a fight. It seeks to intimidate with 
fear and to deceive. Believers must stand on the truth that “greater is He 
that is in them than he that is in the world.” (1 Jn 4:4; Mt 28; Acts 13:5-13)

– Successful Gospel proclamation requires Spirit-filled preparation in prayer, 
in fasting, and in putting on the whole armor of God. (Eph 6:10-20)
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The Means of Establishing the Samaritan Believers

• God strengthened and unified the new Samaritan believers with the 
Church at Jerusalem through the gift of the Holy Spirit. (vv 14-17)

– Each time that the Lord expanded the Gospel to a new scope as described 
in Acts 1:8, he poured out His Spirit in a special manifestation with apostles 
witnessing the event. Normally, the Spirit is given as the Gospel is received.

– This event validated God’s Samaritan work to the Jewish believers and 
confirmed the authority of the apostles to the Samaritan believers. 

• God received the glory as He worked through the complementary gifts 
of multiple believers. No single person could take the credit.

– Philip’s “newer ministry” was affirmed by the “seasoned” apostles.

– The gifted “starter” was completed by the gifted “maintainers.”
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The Means of Establishing the Samaritan Believers

• God protected the ministry through other gifts in the Body. (vv 18-24)

– Peter discerned Simon’s faith was not genuine.

� Peter exposed the spiritual danger of this “wolf in sheep’s clothing.”       
A positive external response to the Gospel may hide an unregenerate 
heart. (Jn 2:23-25; Mt 7:15-23)

� Simon desired power to bestow the Spirit more than the Spirit Himself.

� Simon’s bitterness arose from being displaced as the center of attention.

� The Spirit granted Peter the ability to see that Simon’s heart was not 
right before God.

– God mercifully granted Simon an opportunity to repent. 

• The apostles joined this new work among the Samaritans. (v 25)
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