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DRAMATIC AND ORDINARY MEANS 
Acts 8:1-4 

 
SERMON NOTES FOR LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The good news of Jesus Christ was initially given to the Jews but it was never intended to 
be confined only to the Jews. Although the apostles and other followers of Jesus had been 
commissioned to take the gospel throughout the world, they had not yet ventured beyond 
Jerusalem. The death of Stephen and the subsequent persecution of the church in 
Jerusalem provided the necessary motivation and means for being obedient to Acts 1:8: 
 
God is serious about accomplishing his purpose in the world. His will will be done. He 
invites us to participate with him in this great work. He gives us an opportunity to obey. 
And he can be long-suffering as he shapes our lives, our character and our heart so that 
we will desire to be obedient. But there comes a time when our failure to act is the same 
as disobedience.  
 
Many of us have used this pithy definition with our children: “To obey means to do what 
I say, when I say, without complaining.” 
 
Jesus had given the world-wide mandate to his followers at the time of his ascension. On 
that day, the disciples were the ones who were asking questions that had to do with the 
timing of this next phase of ministry. His only response regarding time was that they 
would be filled and empowered for their mission – Acts 1:6-8 
 
The implication of this mandate what that they would become worldwide witnesses once 
they had received the fullness and the power of the Holy Spirit. Yet they were still in 
Jerusalem and had not gone anywhere else. What gave? Here’s the lesson that we learn 
from this: God uses both dramatic and ordinary means to accomplish his purposes. 

 

1.  Appreciate (Marvel At) God’s Providence – 8:1 
 
GOD WORKS THROUGH ALL EVENTS 
 

We need to appreciate God’s providence that is present in horrible events. God’s 
sovereign plan for the world and for his people will come to pass. Events do not happen 
outside of his will, even horrible events. There is an end for which he created the world 
and we need to keep the big picture in mind at all times. We get a truer understanding of 
that big picture as we stay connected to the Word. 

 
There are three events in this passage that I have in mind that cause me to reflect on 
God’s providence: 
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1.  The death of Stephen.  
 

This was the spontaneous action of those whom Stephen had offended as he 
proclaimed that Moses had been superseded by Jesus and the temple, as important as 
it was in Jewish life, was not the home of God. 

 
2.  The appearance of Saul.  

 
Acts 7:58 and 8:1 tell us several things about Saul. 

 
7:58 told us that those who stoned Stephen laid their garments at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. So we know for certain is that Saul was present at the execution. But 
it’s also possible that Saul was a member of the synagogue where Stephen had been 
openly preaching Christ. Thus he was one of those who rose in opposition to Stephen. 
Commentators even speculate that laying the garments at his feet indicated that he 
was the leader of that particular synagogue.  

 
In any case, Saul was in wholehearted agreement that Stephen had gone too far and 
needed to be stopped. Saul and Stephen actually mirrored each other’s understanding 
of the incompatibility of this new religion to the old religion (Bruce). And Saul was 
willing to kill in order to preserve the old way.  

 
3.  The persecution and scattering of the church. 

 
The persecution of the church was probably more limited than we would initially 
think. Stephen had been chosen by the church from the Hellenist wing to see that the 
Hellenist widows were not skipped over in the daily distribution of food. He was 
disputing with the Hellenist Jews about the role of Moses and the temple. He was 
killed by the Hellenist Jews. Therefore it is probably safe to assume that it was the 
Hellenist Jews who rose up to persecute the Hellenist wing of the church.  

 
At this particular point, it does not seem that the Hebrew Jewish portion of the church 
was forced to flee Jerusalem. Yet there was great violence directed against the church 
that caused many members to have to flee for their lives.  

 
THE PROVIDENCE OF NAPALM BURNS 
 

On June 8, 1972, photographer Nick Ut snapped a photo of 9 year old Kim Phuc Phan Thi 
near Trang Bang, Vietnam as she ran screaming down the road in pain. Her village had 
just been bombed with napalm and she was being burned as she fled in fear. 

 
In a recent interview with World Magazine, Kim describes the aftermath of her horrible 
ordeal: a 14-month hospital stay, 16 surgeries to deal her burns, trying to make sense of 
the meaning of what happened through a religion that taught its adherents to worship 
the gods of all the other religions, and the sense of futility that came with being used by 
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the government as a propaganda tool to “demonize Americans and prop up the new 
Communist government.” 

 
Kim is now 55 years old, a Christian and a UNESCO goodwill ambassador. Here is how 
she now views the tragic event of her young life that has shaped all of her days. 

 
Today, Phan laughs and cries tears of joy when contemplating God’s plan for her even 
as a little girl. “I look back at that picture, how ugly it was: I was naked, I was in agony, 
I was so hopeless, crying out. Why would that happen to a child?” Then she responds in 
praise: “Wow, Lord, You allowed that to happen to me. In the middle of that, You were 
there and You saved me. … It changed my life completely, turning darkness into light, 
from hatred to forgiveness, from sorrow to joy, from hopelessness to hope.” 

(https://world.wng.org/2018/04/through_fire_to_forgiveness) 
 
GOD IS WORKING TO BRING ABOUT HIS PURPOSE IN THE WORLD 
 

David Peterson makes three valid observations about what is happening here. I want to 
adopt them as my reasons why we need to appreciate God’s providence. And by 
“appreciate,” I don’t mean something trite, I mean that we should worship God for his 
providence. We should marvel at God’s providence that is at work, even in horrible events 
such as these we are investigating. 

 
 Luke introduces a pattern of events that will be repeated in other contexts: 

 
1.  Rejection in one place becomes the opportunity for people elsewhere to receive the 

gospel and become part of the messianic community 
 

We can be either a backward-looking people or a forward-looking people. This has 
nothing to do with having a positive mental attitude or a cheery optimism, although 
those may become by-products. It has everything to do with our understanding that 
God is guiding all of history toward the climatic return of Jesus and the establishment 
of the new heaven and the new earth where we will live with him forever. In order to 
accomplish that, he has to move us from one place to another to invite others to 
become part of his kingdom. 

 
He doesn’t move us because he’s trying to punish us but because there are people in 
the new location who need to hear what it is we have to share. “What is our sense of 
hope? Where do we get our optimism? What allows us to carry on even when 
circumstances are seeming to work against us?” – Romans 8:28 

 
2.  God and the gospel are not defeated by human opposition, however evil and intense. 

 
Jesus said that we are not to be surprised if the people who hated him should hate us 
also – Matthew 10:24-26 
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Paul said there is nothing that will separate us from the love of God – Romans 8:35-
37 

 

3.  The efforts of the Sanhedrin and Saul to halt the preaching of the gospel and wipe out 
the early church only resulted in expansion and wider impact. 

 
God never intended for the church to be a Jewish church located in Jerusalem. 
Therefore he had to work through some dramatic means to cause it to leave.  

 
When we are prone to wonder why bad things are happening to good people (us), we 
need to step back and consider God’s providence. We know we have limited visibility. 
But we know that God, in his graciousness, is more eager to reveal himself to us than 
we are to ask him to reveal himself to us. It may be that he does not reveal “why” some 
things are happening, but that he will reveal “what” we are to do while these things 
are happening. 

 

2.  Obey God’s Commands – 8:1 
 
WERE THE APOSTLES DISOBEDIENT OR COURAGEOUS? 
 

There is a little saying that church planting gurus like to quote for motivational impact: 
“If we fail to do Acts 1:8, then what we get is Acts 8:1.” We need to obey God’s commands. 
As we are looking at this passage we have a couple of valid questions to ask: “Why did it 
take so long for the church to put Acts 1:8 into action?”  And, “Why did the apostles stay 
behind in Jerusalem?” 

 
The execution of Stephen unleashed unimaginable violence against the church, or as I 
have said, against the Hellenist portion of the church. More than likely it was the priests 
who had whipped up the crowds to their fever pitch. They used Stephen as their whipping 
boy and then they encouraged the Jews to pursue Stephen’s accomplices.  

 
What took so long to obey Acts 1:8? Consider this fact; we are ¼ of the way through the 
Book of Acts and the church has not moved out in obedience to Acts 1:8. Why? And why, 
when persecution drives a lot of them out of the city, do the apostles remain behind? 

 
There’s not a clear cut or simple answer. Let me share a variety of answers with you so 
you can make up your own mind. Some of these suggestions come from Don Richardson, 
some from I. Howard Marshall, some from F. F. Bruce, and some Ben Witherington. 

 
1.  Richardson: The Jews had been blessed with the filling of the Holy Spirit and the 

supernatural ability to communicate the gospel in the Gentile languages on the Day 
of Pentecost. 

 
2.  Richardson: This gift was not for their own edification or spiritual glory but for their 

ability to evangelize all peoples.  
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3.  Richardson: The Jews had been obedient to evangelize Jerusalem. But they had gone 
no further. 

 
4.  Richardson: They are the apostles and they occupy a unique position, but they are still 

sinful human beings. 
 

5.  Richardson: They needed time to process what they had gone through with Jesus. 
They began the writing process that led to the four Gospels. But how much time did 
they need? Anywhere from 5-20 years may have passed. 

 
6.  Richardson: Were they trying to protect Jerusalem as the seat of the church’s power? 

– see Jn 4:21 
 

7.  Richardson: Were they becoming domesticated? – see 1 Cor 9:5 
 

8.  Richardson: Were they being territorial, afraid to leave Jerusalem for fear that one of 
the others would replace them during their absence? (Because they had been 
unwilling to leave, it was necessary for God to raise up a new leader – the violent man 
we are now meeting.) 

 
9.  Marshall: The apostles were left alone (along with the other Christians) because it 

was Stephen’s group of Hellenists that were being attacked. 
 

10.  Bruce: The apostles remained behind as an act of courage. They weren’t necessarily 
exempt from persecution, but they thought it was their duty to remain at their post 
in Jerusalem. 

 
11.  Witherington: The apostles felt a sense of obligation to continue to represent the 

church in Jerusalem because of the good will the church had built up. 
 

But the reality is that Jesus had commanded them to be his witnesses worldwide and they 
had not yet ventured beyond Jerusalem. And they didn’t give any indication that they 
were going to. They seemed to be disobeying God’s command. 

 
PLEASE PUT ON YOUR OXYGEN MASK 
 

By now you have heard of the tragedy that occurred this past Tuesday on Southwest 
Airline Flight #1380 as it was traveling from LaGuardia Airport in New York to Love Field. 
Engine failure, shrapnel damage, a blown out window, and an injured passenger forced 
the pilot to make an emergency landing in Philadelphia.  

 
There has been much to praise about the actions of some of the passengers who 
immediately went to heroic lengths to administer emergency first aid to the injured 
passenger. One passenger even attempted to plug up the blown-out window by backing 
into the space, at the risk of being sucked out of the plane. 
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But a picture taken on the plane during the emergency showed that many passengers 
failed to heed the air attendants’ instructions about the proper way to put on an oxygen 
mask. During the emergency, many passengers prioritized social status over obedience. 
They purchased Wi-Fi from the plane so they could update their social media status 
rather than taking the brief amount of time it would have required for them to put on 
oxygen masks correctly. They had heard the same instructions everyone else had but 
they didn’t obey their instruction.  

 
DON’T LET YOUR “UNCONSCIOUS COMPETENCE” BECOME DISOBEDIENCE 
 

We need to preach the gospel to ourselves on a regular basis. We need to remind 
ourselves of God’s perfection, Jesus’s perfect obedience, and Jesus’ voluntary death in our 
place, his resurrection from the grave that conquered death and evil, and our inability to 
do anything to help ourselves. But we also need to remind ourselves that that same gospel 
contains the command for us to “go.” 

 
As we remind ourselves of this on a regular basis, we are actually developing an attitude 
off “unconscious competence.” It is unconscious competence that helps us to react 
without thinking during an emergency. 

 
Unconscious competence is that reflexive response we get when we are so versed in a 
truth that our actions follow almost without thinking. I say “almost”, but really it’s the 
habit of long-term subterranean thinking that has shaped and formed us.  Or as James 
Smith would say “a liturgical practice that trumps other liturgical practices”. 

 
”The gospel message is to become so habitual in word and practice in our lives that we 
take on unconscious incompetence when the chaos and turbulence hits. . . We need to be 
so well versed in the safety manual, that when the oxygen mask drops we act reflexively 
and breathe the clean pure air of the gospel.  It’s too late during the troublesome events 
of life to bone up on the safety manual. 

(https://stephenmcalpine.com/2018/04/20/paying-attention-is-on-the-nose/) 
 

We need to review the gospel on a regular basis. But we don’t want to take it for granted 
that we already know all there is to know. We need to be amazed at how gracious God 
has been to grant salvation to us. 

 
We must guard against allowing familiarity with the gospel to become disobedience. 
Halfway and half-heartedly listening to the gospel message for so long that we fail to 
consider its radical call for instant obedience to Christ’s commands in every area of life.  

 
I think the apostles shifted from “how” to “why?” At some point, the apostles shifted their 
thinking from “how are we going to do that” to “why are we going to do that” to “I don’t 
even think about it anymore.” It was a gradual slide and it did not come because they 
were deliberately trying to be disobedient, they just weren’t being obedient. 

 

https://stephenmcalpine.com/2018/04/20/paying-attention-is-on-the-nose/
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3.  Demonstrate Public Courage – 8:2-3 
 
PUBLIC CHRISTIANITY REQUIRES PUBLIC COURAGE 
 

We need to demonstrate public courage. It may not have been an act of defiance to bury 
Stephen, but to mourn him in public as the devout men did sent a message to those who 
had killed him. 

 
The first two mentions of “church” in Acts comes during stressful times. It is interesting 
to note that the first two times the word “church” is used in Acts is in 5:11 and in 8:1. Acts 
5 notes that the sudden judgment executed against Ananias and Saphira caused great fear 
to come upon the whole church. And now Acts 8:1 says that the persecution was directed 
against the church in Jerusalem.  

 
Is our concept of church that of a peaceful little gathering place in the quiet valley, or is it of 
the gathering of God’s people as the body of Christ goes forward to establish God’s kingdom 
on earth? The church is at war – not with each other but with the forces opposed to the 
kingdom of God. Are we living our lives courageously in light of that knowledge?  
 

“Devout” men buried Stephen and mourned him loudly.  In performing this act of 
burial they were demonstrating their reverence for God. Is it possible that these men 
were non-Christian Jews? There’s nothing in the text that says Stephen was buried by the 
church. 

 
By law dead bodies were to be buried, even the dead body of an executed criminal. But 
they were not to be mourned. It is possible that the law at that time forbade the lavish 
public mourning over a criminal that was given to an upstanding citizen. If that law was 
in effect at this time, then these men really were devout and they were exposing 
themselves to retribution. If they were Christians, they were demonstrating a great deal 
of courage.  

 
If they were non-Christian Jews, their action was still a great act of courage. They were 
demonstrating by their actions that they did not agree with what had happened to 
Stephen. This is in itself would then tell us something about the church’s standing and 
reputation in Jerusalem at this time. 

 
But it is in the middle of this that Saul begins to savagely attack the church.  His attack 
was intended to maximize the greatest amount of harm that it could generate.  

 
This is the only time that this word (“ravage” is found in the NT and it refers specifically 
to the ravaging of a body by a wild beast (Bruce). Luke’s use of it not only implied physical 
injury but oppression and indignity as well (Peterson).  
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Paul himself, in some of his later defenses of the gospel before Jews and authorities, told 
us what he was like during this time.  (Acts 22:3-5; 26:9-12; 1 Cor 15:9; Gal 1:13, 22-24; 
Phil 3:6; 1 Tim 1:13).  

 
1)  He was entering house after house; he was barging in, he was breaking through 

barriers and coming in uninvited. 
 
2)  He was dragging people off to prison; doing this against their will. 
 
3)  He was dragging off both men and women; he did not discriminate against those 

he hated and sought to put away. 
 

DEMONSTRATE COURAGE IN WHAT YOU ARE ALREADY DOING 
 

One of the most heroic things we can do is to name the name of Jesus as we go about our 
daily activities. So many of us look first to do something out of the ordinary without 
taking time to see how we can make use of what we are already doing. This is not the end 
all of our public courage, but at the very least, do what you can to publicly and vocally 
bring Jesus into the things that you are already doing.  

 
The church had been built up through the use of close relationships. They gathered in 
homes from day to day, they gathered in the temple, they saw that no one was in need. 
They knew each other and what was going on with each other. So when Saul began 
entering their homes and dragging them into prison, they knew how each other was 
suffering. The network that had been a strength could have become a liability.  

 
If it’s true that this persecution was primarily aimed at the Hellenist wing of the church, 
then the Hebrew wing of the church had both the opportunity and the obligation to do all 
they could to ease the suffering of their brothers and sisters. The reality is that, from this 
day forward, the Hellenist wing of the church will never again reside in Jerusalem. The 
opportunity to easily know one another and bridge over cultural differences would be 
lost.  

 
In the same way, there are members of the church today who continue to be negatively 
impacted by hardship, by persecution, and even by racism. It is heroic for us to identify 
with them, not in the sense of only using a common hashtag to publicize their plight, but 
in the sense of spending our time, our money and our emotional energy to look after 
them.  

 

4.  Live Faithful Lives – 8:4 
 
WHERE ARE WE? THAT’S WHERE WE SHARE THE GOSPEL 
 

As the Christians fled Jerusalem, they did not choose the time or means of their travel, 
but they made the most of their opportunity. They were escaping Jerusalem and the 
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persecution they were experiencing. But they were traveling with a sense of purpose, and 
that is seen in the way they shared the gospel as they traveled.  

 
Luke uses a combination of words in his writings to talk about how the gospel was 
verbalized: preach, speak, proclaim. He’s not necessarily saying here that the fleeing 
Christians were necessarily holding services so they could preach the gospel, but that 
they were verbalizing the gospel wherever they went. (Peterson)  

 
It was a natural thing for wandering Christians to talk about the gospel. The most 
common question they would be asked was, “Why did you leave Jerusalem?” And they 
would then have the opportunity to talk about their life in Christ. (Marshall) 

 
This means that, everywhere they went, they were talking persuasively about Jesus. He 
had meant for them to go to new places all along, and they hadn’t yet done it. But now 
that they were, they were faithful. 

 
THE LIMITATIONS OF COMFORT 
 

One of the biggest challenges we have to being faithful is the challenge of comfort. Listen 
to these words from a blog post titled, “What is the Biggest Problem Facing 
Evangelicalism? Comfort” 

 
The biggest problem facing the British Evangelical church today is, without doubt, our own 
personal comfort. Far too many of us are happy in our middle-class Christian enclaves, in 
comfortable areas of the country, going to churches full of people exactly like them. If they are 
even willing to countenance joining a church plant – and many won’t because it is far more 
demanding to join a small core team rather than remain a consumer in a larger church – it is 
nigh on impossible to get them to consider a council estate or deprived community. It is fine to 
join a plant if it’s with our mates, probably reaching other white middle class that we tend to 
mix with, with nobody asking us to do anything we’re not especially uncomfortable doing. 
 
As I said here, our idol of comfort has led to another fairly unpleasant moral decision: we are 
implicitly willing to allow the poor and those in deprived communities to head to Hell because 
the areas in which they live don’t quite do anything for us.  

(https://stephenkneale.com/2018/04/19/what-is-the-biggest-problem-facing-
evangelicalism-comfort/) 

 
IT IS GOD’S PURPOSE TO SEND US TO HARD PLACES 
 

Let me share Kneale’s considerations for fixing this problem.  
 

1.  We have to give up our idolatrous worship at the altar of comfort and commit to 
taking the gospel to the hard places that are out of our comfort zone. 
 
This will mean allowing God to change our definition of worldly success, ease of 
retirement, and even our “right” to personal safety. We will have to give up our sense 
of expectation that unbelievers will act like believers.  

https://stephenkneale.com/2018/04/19/what-is-the-biggest-problem-facing-evangelicalism-comfort/
https://stephenkneale.com/2018/04/19/what-is-the-biggest-problem-facing-evangelicalism-comfort/
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2.  We have to commit to gospel-priorities rather than worldly ones. 

 
There are social and government agencies who are willing to do hard things, even as 
we are. But we are giving up the right to do hard things so that we can patronize those 
we are serving or so we can feel good about ourselves.  We are doing hard things for 
the glory of God and not for our own glory. 

 
3.  We have to know and live the gospel. 

 
It’s going to be difficult to take up our cross, follow Jesus, and die to ourselves if 
comfort remains our greatest ambition. 

 
4.  Especially in our current set of circumstances.  

 
The reason so few of us go is that we have failed to fully grasp the truth of the gospel, the estate 
of the lost and we worship a false god; one who promises I can be comfortable and ease myself 
all the way to Heaven. The truth of this is seen not just in our unwillingness to move to deprived 
communities but in our general unwillingness even to share the gospel meaningfully in the 
comfortable middle-class communities that we refuse to leave. Even with our friends and 
neighbours – the people we remain around because it is comfortable and they are just like us – 
we still fail to share the gospel. Our god of comfort tells us it is too awkward, too difficult and 
they might reject us. 

 
If we can’t even share the gospel with the comfortable people we have chosen to live our 
comfortable lives around, an even bigger question surely needs to be asked: how well have we 
grasped the gospel? If we are unable, or unwilling, to share the gospel with people just like us, 
what hope have we got of reaching anybody not like us? 

(https://stephenkneale.com/2018/04/19/what-is-the-biggest-problem-facing-
evangelicalism-comfort/ 

 

Conclusion 
 

God uses both dramatic and ordinary means to accomplish his purposes. 
 

The providence of God is displayed when bad things happen to good people.  The murder 
of Stephen was evil and those who did it were ultimately held responsible by God. At the 
same time, he used that great evil to accomplish his means. He did not cause the murder 
to happen and he was not powerless to stop it, yet it furthered his purpose for the church 
to take the gospel to the uttermost parts of the world.  
 
The evil that lies so near the surface in the heart of man is evident today. The crowd that 
participated in the murder of Stephen easily and quickly rose up against the church and 
drove many of them outside the city. Much like those who thought they were silencing 
Jesus by killing him, instead of getting rid of their problem, they were simply fulfilling 

https://stephenkneale.com/2018/04/19/what-is-the-biggest-problem-facing-evangelicalism-comfort/
https://stephenkneale.com/2018/04/19/what-is-the-biggest-problem-facing-evangelicalism-comfort/
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God’s purpose. We need to be careful about our susceptibility to being swayed by the 
emotion of the moment and the movement of the crowd. 
 
The unrelenting evil that drives some enemies of the gospel is the very vehicle that 
carries them to the throne of grace where they can be rescued from their ride to hell. Saul 
acted wickedly and violently against the church. To the natural eye he appeared to be the 
most unlikely candidate for salvation. Yet the same fury that drove him to persecute the 
church would soon be transformed into a drive to see the gospel spread throughout the 
world. 
 
We like to hear stories of heroes of the faith, but we cannot overlook the everyday 
courage and faithfulness of the unknown believer who takes the gospel into the everyday 
happenings of their life. Those who were scattered from Jerusalem took advantage of the 
opportunity they had been given even though it had come about because their lives had 
been turned upside down. 

 
Let us . . .  

 
1.  Appreciate (Marvel At) God’s providence 

 
2.  Obey his commands 

 
3.  Demonstrate public courage 

 
4.  Live faithful lives 

 

  



Sermon Rev 2: Acts 8:1-4 Date to Preach: 4.22.14 Page 12 of 12 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 
 

1.  Appreciate (Marvel At) God’s Providence – 8:1 
We know that God, in his graciousness, is more eager to reveal himself to us than we are 
to ask him to reveal himself to us. It may be that he does not reveal “why” some things 
are happening, but that he will reveal “what” we are to do while these things are 
happening. 
 
 Is there a difficult area in your life where you wish God would reveal “why” 

something is happening (has happened) as it is? What part of Scripture has assisted 
in helping you to gain some level of understanding of what he is doing? 

 If you don’t have any direction in the area of “why,” what insight do you have about 
“what?” What is God asking you to believe and do through this difficult time? 

 

2.  Obey God’s Commands – 8:1 
We need to preach the gospel to ourselves on a regular basis. We need to remind 
ourselves of God’s perfection, Jesus’s perfect obedience, and Jesus’ voluntary death in our 
place, his resurrection from the grave that conquered death and evil, and our inability to 
do anything to help ourselves. But we also need to remind ourselves that that same gospel 
contains the command for us to “go.” 

 
 What does it look like when you preach the gospel to yourself? What benefit do you 

receive from doing so?  
 Where is Jesus commanding you to “go?” Is there someone in your daily path that he 

is leading you to share the gospel with? How would you rate your obedience? How 
can your Life Group pray with you in this situation?  

 

3.  Demonstrate Public Courage – 8:2-3 
In the same way, there are members of the church today who continue to be negatively 
impacted by hardship, by persecution, and even by racism. It is heroic for us to identify 
with them, not in the sense of using a common hashtag to publicize their plight, but in the 
sense of spending our time, our money and our emotional energy to look after them.  

 
 Where have you been prompted to identify with the ostracized and hurting? How can 

your Life Group encourage and assist you? 
 

4.  Live Faithful Lives – 8:4 
It’s going to be difficult to take up our cross, follow Jesus, and die to ourselves if comfort 
remains our greatest ambition. 

 
 When you think about having to give up a comfort in order to follow Jesus, what 

comes to mind?  
 Where in your life is Jesus asking you to do hard things? Someplace familiar or 

someplace new? 


