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COURAGEOUS COMMUNICATION 
Acts 6:8-7:60 

 
SERMON NOTES FOR LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
INTRODUCTION  
 

What would you do if you actually spoke your convictions out loud and they got you in 
trouble? 

 
This sermon and the violence that results as a reaction to this sermon will set into motion 
the events that will scatter the church out of Jerusalem. Stephen is not one who has been 
appointed to preach yet God moves powerfully through him. He takes every opportunity 
he has to preach the gospel and he is unafraid to make a direct application to his audience, 
to the point of it costing him his life.  

 
God has never been constrained by geographical boundaries or by physical dwellings or 
by men who oppose him. As we look at the ministry of Stephen we see the following: 

 
1.  The geographical expansion of the church.  

 
Jesus had said his disciples were to give witness of him to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. Stephen’s death will set this in motion.  

 
2.  The presence of God outside of the temple. 

 
God refused to be constrained to a building offered him by David and completed by 
Solomon. Jesus promised that his Father would send the Holy Spirit after his 
departure to dwell in the lives of every disciple. Thus the need for a particular or a 
dedicated building to house him was done away with. 

 
3.  The expansion of God’s kingdom despite the opposition of men who don’t want to see 

it happen.  
 
We have already seen in the Book of Acts that opposition to the gospel simply made 
the apostles that much more determined to be faithful in proclaiming the gospel. We 
will see this all through the end of this book. This is a reality that we have seen in 
history and it is a truth that we have committed ourselves to upholding. 

 
When the Jews kill him, they make Stephen the first martyr of the fledgling church. He 
wasn’t the last.  

 
We must courageously communicate the meaning of the gospel to our listener. 
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1. STEPHEN IS FALSELY ACCUSED – 6:8-15 
 
STEPHEN’S MINISTRY – 6:8 

 
Stephen’s ministry is marked by two characteristics. Luke describes it as “full of grace 
and power. Stephen was put forth by the Hellenist Jews in the Jerusalem church as one of 
seven men given the task of making sure the Greek widows got their rightful share of the 
daily food. Though it is not explicitly mentioned, Stephen did that job and more. We see 
that he is in trouble for his preaching. People never get in trouble for waiting on tables, 
but they may lose their lives for preaching the gospel. 

 
Stephen was also doing “great wonders and signs” among the people. Note the 
superlative in Luke’s account; he was not just performing “wonders and signs” but “great 
wonders and signs.” “Signs and wonders” are given by God to complement the faithful 
preaching of the gospel. They are not “things” unto themselves. So Stephen’s “great signs 
and wonders” accompanied his effective preaching of the gospel. They arrested the 
attention of onlookers and the curious and caused them to pay attention to Stephen’s 
preaching of the gospel – Acts 4:33 

 
Stephen had been given the job of waiting on tables but here he is ministering the word. 
He was not limited by his priority of waiting on tables. He has attended to his priority and 
had the ability to do more than just that one task of waiting on tables. 

 
Ministry supersedes logistics. Administration, logistics and structures should serve the 
priority of doing ministry rather than making our ministry fit our favorite way of doing 
logistics. 
 

FALSE ACCUSATIONS – 6:9-14 
 

A number of Jews had been taken prisoner under Emperor Pompey. The Freedmen were 
either former Roman prisoners, or their descendants, who had been granted freedom. 
The other names (nationalities) listed represented the names of other local synagogues.  
(Marshall) 

 
They were opposed to Stephen’s message and disturbed by his preaching; they rose up 
to dispute with him. But they could not compete with him. They couldn’t make any 
headway against the evidence of his logic and they could not withstand the incredible 
stature of wisdom and Spirit that marked his daily sermons. 

 
So they did what their fathers had done to the prophets and what others had done to 
Jesus. They stirred up false charges against him and they set up people to give untruthful 
testimony about him.  

 
They said he was speaking blasphemously about Moses and God. Was there any truth to 
their charges? We will see from Stephen’s defense that he is going to dispute there was 
any truth to it. But what had Stephen been doing? More than likely he had been preaching 
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a message similar to what Jesus had preached; that Moses and the temple had been 
superseded by Jesus’ fulfillment of Scripture and the filling of the Holy Spirit. This was 
the blasphemy that he was accused of. 
 

At this time “blasphemy” meant any violation of the power and majesty of God.  It was 
not restricted to the use of the name of God. (Marshall) 

 
They had a plan for getting Stephen in trouble. They purposely riled up the following 
constituents: 

 
a.  The people – for popular support. 

 
b.  The elders – to protect the purity of the Jewish religion. 

 
c.  The scribes – to provide theological cover for what they were trying to do. 

 
Their plan for getting Stephen into trouble was taken straight from the playbook of the 
Pharisees, Sadducees and the priests: 

 
a.  Get the constituents stirred up through the accusations of false witnesses 

 
b.  Catch him in the act 

 
c.  Seize him 

 
d.  Bring him before the Council 

 
e.  Present false witnesses who will lie about what he had done (there has to be 

enough evidence for the charges to at least seem plausible)  
 

f.  Carry out their sentence against him.  
 
Note that the priests are not mentioned here. This is the action of the Greek-speaking 
Jews. (Marshall) 
 

Even if Stephen had known what was going on, would that have changed anything he was 
doing? Probably not. Because of the example of Jesus before him, whose only safety 
measure was to withdraw away from Herod so that he would not be taken before his 
appointed time in Jerusalem (Lk 13:31-35) As we have discussed so many times, Jesus 
knew what awaited him in Jerusalem and he tried to prepare the disciples for it. (Mk 8:31; 
9:31) 

 
Stephen would have also been influenced by the example of the apostles in those days in 
Jerusalem. Every time they were threatened or jailed or beaten, as soon as they were free 
to return to their work, they did so with greater vigor. 

 



Acts 6:8-7:60 4.15.18 Page 4 of 13 

We live in a world where it is incredibly easy to spread false information. Technology has 
not made us any worse than we ever were, it’s simply made it easier and faster for us to 
plumb the depths of our wretchedness. We need to be people who can discern truth from 
falsehood. 

 
What they are saying is close enough to what Stephen probably said that it gave it a sense 
of credibility. This is similar to the attacks that were made on Jesus – Jn 2:13-22 

 
STEPHEN’S DEMEANOR – 6:15 

 
Stephen’s demeanor was obvious to all. 

 
The description is of a person who is close to God and reflects some of his glory as a result 
of being in his presence (Ex 34:29ff). (Marshall) 

 
2.  STEPHEN DEFENDS HIS MESSAGE – 7:1-53 
 
ISRAEL HAS ALWAYS REJECTED GOD’S MESSENGERS – 7:1-43 
 

Much like Caiaphas and Pilate had done with Jesus, the high priest gave Stephen an 
opportunity to defend himself. Caiaphas and Pilate gave Jesus an opportunity to offer up 
an excuse – he didn’t take it, at least he did not answer their questions in the way they 
wanted him to answer them. (Mt 26:57-66; Lk 23:1-3) 

 
Stephen is going to take the opportunity to speak up, not in order to defend himself, but 
in order to proclaim the gospel. He knows he is appearing before a hostile audience. He 
does not know that they are going to kill him but he knows he has a great opportunity to 
give another witness to Christ. And he doesn’t modify his message. 

 
I want to acknowledge the source for my understanding of Stephen’s sermon. As I looked 
at this and I puzzled over how best to interpret it and present it, I saw I. Howard 
Marshall’s condensation of F. F. Bruce’s take on it. Here it is: 

 
1.  Throughout their history God raised up men to act as deliverers of his people, but the 

Jews repeatedly rejected them and disobeyed the law given by God. 
 

2.  The Jews had the tabernacle in the wilderness and later the temple built by Solomon, 
but they fell into idolatry and made the mistake of thinking God actually dwelt in the 
temple. 

 
3.  I want to add one other observation about this passage.  

 
Keep in mind that what we are looking at is Stephen’s verbal defense in front of the 
Council against false accusations of blasphemy that have been made against him. He 
is speaking, he is not sitting down and writing.  
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If you were to take many of the things that Stephen will say and compare them to their 
original place in Scripture, you would notice some differences. You might be tempted 
to think, then, that Scripture is inconsistent . . . and you would be wrong.  

 
Stephen is not making any factual mistakes as he defends himself before the Council; 
but he is interpreting and applying the biblical record to apply to the audience before 
whom he is preaching. 

 
The call of Abraham (the call of faith) – 7:2-8 

 
The God of glory appeared to Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in 
Haran.  

 
Which means that Abraham moved because of God’s call on his life; it was not a situation 
where Abraham was already on the move and God redirected his steps. And this call to 
Abraham came when he was outside of the land of Canaan.  

 
The “god of glory” perhaps to emphasize at the outset the transcendence of the God who 
does not live in a temple. . . Mesopotamia – to emphasize the fact that God’s self-
revelation is not contained to the land of the Jews. (Marshall) 

 
God appeared to Abraham and he directed Abraham’s steps. He said (in Gen 12:1-3), 
“Leave and go.” Which is the template of the missionary call. This was an 
acknowledgment that God was directing Abraham to leave that which he knew and to 
venture into something unknown. 

 
Abraham obeyed by leaving Mesopotamia. He ended up in Haran. He did not go directly 
to the Promised Land. God seldom takes us on a direct voyage to the place he is leading 
us. He has to train us first to be able to occupy what he is bringing us into (Ex 13:17-18).  
 
It wasn’t until after his father had died that God moved Abraham from Haran into Canaan. 
This is proof both of a relationship and of his ability to keep his promise. Since Haran was 
not the intended final destination, God remained in relationship with Abraham until he 
brought him into Canaan. 
 
He promised Abraham a land but did not give him a foot’s length in the land to which he 
had brought him. He promised Abraham offspring even though he had no child. 

 
If God made this promise to Abraham, and did not give him even a foot’s length in the 
land that he was promised, why would the Jews think that God was tied to a particular 
land?  

 
God’s promise went beyond just giving Abraham’s descendants a land; it included a 
promise to return them to the land after they had been removed from it. This is 
reminiscent of Jesus speaking to Peter – “after you have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers” (Lk 22:32) 
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God promised he would judge the nation that imprisoned Abraham’s offspring. And 
because Abraham responded to him in faith, God gave him the covenant of circumcision 
as the external mark of faith. 

 
Preservation through Joseph – 7:9-16 

 
God eventually gave Abraham the offspring he had promised him, Isaac. And then Isaac 
became the father of Jacob. And then Jacob became the father of the twelve patriarchs, 
who demonstrated their hardness of heart through their jealousy of Joseph. They sold 
him into Egypt but God was still with him. The patriarchs rejected the man God had 
chosen to preserve his promise in Egypt 

 
God rescued Joseph out of all his afflictions while he was in Egypt, on more than one 
occasion. God gave him favor and wisdom before Pharoah, who in turn made him ruler 
over Egypt and over all his household 

 
God raised Joseph up in Egypt before the famine hit all of Egypt and Canaan. Along with 
the famine came great affliction. The remaining patriarchs could find no food. They would 
ultimately be dependent for food on the one whom they had earlier despised and 
rejected. 

 
Jacob sent the fathers on the first visit.  Joseph recognized them but did not reveal himself 
to them. It wasn’t until their second visit that Joseph made himself known to his brothers 
who had rejected him. As a result of this, Joseph’s family became known to Pharoah. 75 
people went into Egypt and became a great nation there. 

 
Again, the promise had been made to Abraham but it was not fully realized during his 
lifetime. He descendants grew into a mighty people but they became enslaved in another 
land until they could be delivered and returned to their land. 

 
Egyptian captivity – 7:17-19 

 
God’s promises always have a delivery date. We just don’t know what that date is.  

  
Remember the Easter story and the women who went to the tomb and discovered that 
Jesus was not there.  

 
As we read the story we know what is going to happen. They are going to encounter the 
resurrected Jesus and their new found joy will be greater than their old joy. God knows 
where we are in our story even though we don’t.  
 
God is not bound by the limitations of space and time. He created space and time but he 
is not subject to space and time.  
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Have you ever attempted to solve the puzzle of the 9 dots? The goal is to connect all 9 of 
the dots in 4 lines without lifting the pencil. The solution to this puzzle is an excellent 
illustration of the way in which God operates outside of the boundaries of space and time 
as we currently know them. 

 
Deliverance through Moses – 7:20-43 
 

We come now to the heart of Stephen’s sermon; God’s use of Moses to deliver his people 
and their response to Moses. Stephen pays more attention to Moses than the others, 
possibly because the false accusation against him was that he was blaspheming Moses.  

 
Moses was born a Hebrew but he was brought up in the house of Pharoah. He was 
beautiful in God’s sight. He was brought up for three months in his father’s home. When 
Moses’ family finally exposed him, as Pharoah demanded, he was adopted by Pharaoh’s 
daughter and brought up as her own son 

 
Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. He was mighty in words and 
deeds. All was well and good until he was 40 years old. Everything in Moses’ life takes 
place in 40 year intervals: 

 
a.  Lives in Egypt till age 40 

 
b.  Toils in the desert from 40-80 

 
c.  Wanders in the desert with Israel from 80-120 

 
Moses’ instincts as the deliverer of the Hebrews were good and right. He recognized that 
one of his Hebrew brothers was being wronged. He defended the oppressed man. But he 
sought to liberate the oppressed man by killing the oppressor.  

 
As opposed to the motives behind the actions of Joseph’s brothers, what Moses intended 
for good actually turned out to be evil because it was done in the wrong manner at the 
wrong time and violated God’s commandment. 

 
If we contrast this attempt with what will happen later, we see Moses had the instincts of 
being a deliverer. At the core of his being, Moses was a Hebrew and not an Egyptian. But 
Moses was not fit – as he currently was - to fill the role that God had for him. God would 
need to remake him before he could give him the job. 

 
Moses’ first attempt to deliver his people was rejected by the Hebrews. The Hebrew 
brother did not recognize the authority that Moses thought was his. He was judging 
himself by his intentions and they were judging him by his actions. 

 
What have we gone through in the last 40 years? Stephen talks about it casually but 
there’s an awful lot of living that takes place in 40 years. But in God’s economy, neither 
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the first 40 years of Moses’ life in Egypt, nor the next 40 years in the desert, is wasted; it’s 
preparation for what God is preparing Moses to do. 

 
Moses was attracted by the strange sight of a burning bush that did not burn up. Out of 
the burning bush came the voice of God. At the burning bush God connected himself with 
the patriarchs. Moses trembled at the voice of God. God then took Moses through the 
process of a call. 

 
a.  There was the call to purity – “take off your sandals, for the place where you are 

standing is holy ground.” 
 

b.  There was the awareness of, and identification with, suffering – “I have surely seen 
the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their groaning.” His 
awareness is accompanied by his ability to deliver – “I have come down to deliver 
them.” 

 
c.  Finally, there was Moses’ commissioning – “And now come, I will send you to 

Egypt” 
 

Stephen recounted why this was significant. This is the Moses whom they rejected, 
saying, “Who made you a ruler and a judge?” This is the man God sent as both ruler and 
redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. This is the Moses 
who said to the Israelites, “God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. 
This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke 
to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. 

 
In the midst of all the ways that God was displaying himself to us through Moses, they 
rejected him. They refused to obey Moses but thrust him aside. In their hearts they 
returned to Egypt. They asked Aaron to make them a god to serve 

 
Oh the irony involved with this request. The only reason they could make a god with their 
own hands in the wilderness is because the real God had delivered them from their 
Egyptian captivity, something they had not been able to do by their own hand while in 
captivity. And he had provided the materials with which they made their god because he 
instructed them to ask the Egyptians for precious jewels and treasure before departing 
from Egypt. 

 
Stephen then uttered a chilling statement which is a foretaste of the direct application he 
will make at the end of the sermon; “God turned away and gave them over.”  

 
Per Stephen’s interpretation, God was promising to send them into exile in Babylon even 
before he got through with telling how they came out of the wilderness and into the 
Promised Land 
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GOD IS NOT CONSTRAINED TO A TEMPLE MADE BY HANDS – 7:44-50 
 

The fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness. This tent was a visible reminder to 
the people that God was dwelling among them and had not abandoned them on their 
journey. It was plain to see. And even though it was plainly there in front of them, they 
still chose to reject his presence in their lives. 

 
The fathers brought the tent of witness into the Promised Land and it remained with 
them even as they were dispossessing the nations who inhabited the land. 

 
The tent remained with them until the time of David. Part of David’s favor before God was 
that he was allowed to conquer the land and to ask permission to build God a permanent 
home. God did not give that privilege to David but to his son Solomon. 

 
But when all is said and done, God does not need to have a home built for him. He does 
not reside in a home. And if man is to build him a home, what are the resources that are 
going to be used, except for those that he himself created. And who will do the building, 
except for those whom he also created. 

 
STEPHEN BROUGHT HIS SERMON TO A JARRING CONCLUSION – 7:51-53 

 
What caused Stephen to end his sermon at this point? And why end it on such a pointed 
note? 

 
Stephen leveled his accusation against his listeners. He said they were stiff-necked, 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, always resisting the Holy Spirit, and just like their 
fathers 

 
He said their fathers had persecuted every prophet and killed those who announced 
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One 

 
And then he made it really personal. “You betrayed and murdered the Righteous One, you 
have the law. The law was delivered to you by angels but you did not keep the law.” 

 
3.  STEPHEN IS MARTYRED – 7:54-60 
 
THE JEWS’ REACTION – 7:54-56 

 
The Jews were enraged at Stephen’s words and ground their teeth at him. Stephen’s 
sermon had hit home. Their reaction left no doubt that they understood he was not 
backing away from the message he had been preaching. Not only that, he was accusing 
them of being as blind to the appearance and message of the Righteous One as their 
fathers had been of the prophets who foretold his coming. 
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They heard Stephen declaring what he could see in the heavens. It’s bad enough when 
someone claims to be able for speak for god, but when they go forward and say that they 
can see what is going on in heaven, there’s no excuse for that. 

 
THE DEATH OF STEPHEN – 7:57-60 

 
They cried out with a loud voice so they didn’t have to hear his words. This is reminiscent 
of children who cover their ears and chant loudly so they don’t have to hear their parents. 

 
They laid their coats at the feet of Saul. We will have more to say about this man beginning 
in chapter 8. 

 
They stoned Stephen to death. This is the spontaneous act of an enraged mob. There was 
no pronouncement of a sentence against Stephen, there was no official conclusion to the 
end of his trial before the Council, and there was just the rush to justice. 

 
Stephen forgave his murderers as they were attacking him. The last act of a faithful man 
as he is being put to death.  

 
This brings up a comment that I have recently heard, “Christians do not seek retribution 
for persecution.” Stephen chose not to try and defend himself. He followed the path of 
Jesus. 

 
Isa 53:7 - He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led 
to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 

 
APPLICATION 
 
1.  We must know the story. 
 

Stephen was able to make his case from Scripture when he was asked to give an account 
for why he was ministering as he was. We see guidelines for how we should do this in 1 
Peter 3:13-17. Which, if you read closely, you will see that Peter is recommending we do 
it differently than Stephen did. But, still, we need to be ready to make a defense of the 
hope that is within us, the gospel, to anybody at any time.  

 
This is why we need to constantly be in the Scripture. We need to read through it so that 
we’re constantly looking at and learning the big picture on a regular basis.  

 
We also need to take time to dwell in certain portions of Scripture to study it. Strangely 
enough it is this concentrated times of study that helps us see more of the big picture.  

 
And we need to know what the voice of Jesus sounds like. This is why you need to be in 
the Gospels on a regular basis. So you know what the voice of Jesus sounds like. So you 
can learn the rhythm of his vocabulary. So you can think about what he values and 
treasures and what he despises. So you can think his thoughts and have his perspective.  
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I used this analogy with a co-worker this week, as we discussed a troubling 
personal situation. I said, “You and I have worked together for many years. If 
you were to picture the two of us having a conversation about a particular 
work topic, you would have some idea about my thoughts on the topic. You 
would have some idea about the vocabulary I would use, the way I would 
phrase part of the conversation, and the stance I would take on the situation. 
It’s because you know me at some level.” That’s why we are regularly in 
Scripture, and especially in the Gospels; so we can know be in relationship 
with Jesus and know what his thoughts are. 

 
We need to know the story of Scripture so that we can share it accurately. 

 
2.  We must be able to interpret and apply the story to each situation. 

 
We also need to know Scripture so that we can interpret it correctly and give wise 
counsel or a correct response. We also need to know Scripture so we can make an 
appropriate application to each situation. We need to know which tool to use and when 
to use it 

 
 

Stephen is not just recounting biblical and Jewish history; he’s making a point.  “You are 
accusing me of blasphemy against the temple and Moses. And I’m making the point that 
the men of Israel have always rejected God and God’s messengers. I’m the true messenger 
and you’re the false messenger. And, how can I be accused of blaspheming against the 
temple because God does not live in the temple. The temple is made by human hands and 
God does not live in temples made by man.” (Paul’s argument to the Athenians – Acts 17) 

 
Part of the beauty of knowing Scripture is experiencing the Holy Spirit bringing to your 
mind and your mouth the exact thing you need to say at just the right time. And doing it 
in ways that amaze you because you had not put it together yourself previously. 

 
Here is my interpretation of what Os Guinness recommends; we need to make every 
effort to get as close to our audience as we possibly can without changing the meaning of 
our message 

 
St. Paul was a master of changing tactics, preaching from the Torah in a synagogue and 
quoting from the Cretan poet Epimenides on Mars Hill (Acts 17:29), but he never 
changed the truth. He reduced the differences between himself and his audience almost 
to the vanishing point, but only so as to stress the distinctiveness of his message once his 
hearers had seen his point.  

(Os Guiness, Fool’s Talk, p 221) 
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3.  We must be willing to press the application of the gospel home. 
 

Here is where we turn the corner from sharing information to pressing for a commitment.  
 

Some of you recoil and shudder as you think about pressing for a decision. But we haven’t 
shared the gospel if we haven’t made it clear that accepting or rejecting the gospel is a 
life or death decision. And we need to press for our listener to choose life.  

 
Stephen did not end his sermon by saying, “You can take it or leave it; the decision is up 
to you.” No, he pressed the issue home and made it plain that he was rejecting their 
premise of blasphemy; if anyone was guilty of blasphemy, then it was them and not him.  

 
“Evangelism is preaching or teaching the gospel message with the aim to persuade or 
convert.” https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/awkward-is-better-than-silent (Mack 
Stiles) 

 
I have always like the way the Evangelism Explosion method of sharing the gospel would 
deal with this at the end of the presentation.  

 
1)  The qualifying question: “Does this make sense to you?” 

 
2)  The commitment question: “Would you like to receive the gift of eternal life?” 

 
3)  The clarification of commitment that is being called for. 

 
4)  The prayer of commitment. 

 
5)  The assurance of salvation. 

 
The Three Circles presentation does the same thing. It closes with this question, “Each of 
lives in one of two circles: either in Brokenness or in God’s Perfect Design. Which circle 
do you live in?” And you take it from there. 

 
There needs to be some way in which press home to the listener that this is not just 
information for the sake of information but transformation. Either by your words or by 
your conviction, or by both, you need to impress them with the need to respond now – 
today. 

 
4.  We must be willing to accept the consequences of our obedience. 
 

This may be the hardest part. It’s hard because you’ve acted out of obedience up to this 
point and you’ve invested a lot of thought and energy into faithfully sharing the gospel. 
But you can’t convince them to accept Christ. Even if they are friendly and open toward 
you, you can’t convince them. Only the Holy Spirit can. But there’s one other thing; you 
have to be willing to accept the consequences of your obedience. 

 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/awkward-is-better-than-silent
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What will it cost you to share the gospel? We have talked about this so many times. It 
could cost you your reputation. It could cost you your comfort. It could cost you your 
freedom. It could cost you your life, as it did Stephen. But it will not cost you anything 
that God will not multiply back to you in eternal life. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 

This story helps us to see, again, that faithfulness to Jesus does not mean a trouble-free 
life. It also helps us to see that distasteful events are used by God to accomplish his 
purposes. God used the death of Stephen and the scattering of the church from Jerusalem 
for his purpose. 

 
It shows that the setting of priorities in Acts 6:1-7 did not impose a limit on Stephen’s 
ability to faithfully preach the gospel. I am sure that one of his last acts of service to 
perform before this text was to faithfully serve food to the Hellenist widows.  

 
What will be the last thing you will do in your life before you are called to give an account 
to God for what you have done with Jesus? 

 
If you had just performed your last act of service, was it something that would have 
brought God glory? 

 
 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 
 
1.  We must know the story. 
 
What Bible reading plan are you currently using? What Bible study are you doing in addition 
to your reading plan? If you’re not, what kind of a study would you like to do? 
 
2.  We must be able to interpret and apply the story to each situation. 
 
Share with your Life Group a story of a recent opportunity you had to share something from 
Scripture with someone who (1) does not go to SCF, or (2) is not a Christian. 
 
3.  We must be willing to press the application of the gospel home. 
 
What is your favorite method of sharing the gospel with someone? A presentation? A tract? 
A hodge-podge method based on the situation you are in? How would you go about teaching 
somebody else to use your method? When was the last time you shared the gospel with 
someone? 
 
4.  We must be willing to accept the consequences of our obedience. 
 
The best way to prepare to be obedient in the future is to be obedient in the present. What 
opportunities are you currently having that are shaping your obedience? 


