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THE RESURRECTION CHANGES EVERYTHING 
Luke 24:1-12 

 
SERMON OUTLINE FOR LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

In 1799 a piece of stone, described by Wikipedia as “a granodiorite stele” was discovered 
in Egypt. (“Stele” is the name for a stone or a wooden slab that was often erected in the 
ancient world. We would most likely call it a monument.) The stele could be used as 
boundary marker or a tombstone marker or to commemorate something significant. 
Whatever the reason was for this particular stele to be erected, it eventually served as 
grammar book.  
 
This stele was erected in Memphis, Egypt in 196 BC. On its face was three sets of texts, 
one on top of the other. The top two sets of texts were written in Ancient Egyptian, using 
hieroglyphic script and Demotic script. The bottom text was written in Ancient Greek. 
Translating the bottom text made it possible for archaeologists to translate the top two 
texts. Finally the code had been broken for being able to translate Ancient Egyptian 
hieroglyphics. The name that was given to that stele was “The Rosetta Stone.” 
 
Since then other discoveries have been made that have assisted in the translation of 
hieroglyphics. The Rosetta Stone is no longer unique, but it will always be the first. The 
name “Rosetta Stone” is now used as the term for the essential clue to unlocking 
understanding in a new field of knowledge.  

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosetta_Stone) 
 

If you want to understand Egyptian hieroglyphics, you look at The Rosetta Stone. If you 
want to understand what God is doing in the world and throughout history, you have to 
look at the resurrection. If we understand the truth of the resurrection and the 
indispensability of the resurrection, then we know how to put the rest of Scripture into 
perspective. It is what enables us to see the Bible as one story with many authors and 
events and settings and threads, rather than seeing all of the words and pages as 
disjointed stories that have little connection to one another.  

 
This particular text, and the way in which I intend to draw it out, speaks to the following 
issues: 

 
1.  Our natural inclination is to look for death instead of life.  

 
The women had no way of knowing what a resurrection was like because they had 
never seen it before. In the same way, in our natural persons, we have no reason to 
look for life. But once we understand the resurrection, we have every right to expect 
that our circumstances will end in life rather than death. 
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2.  We are unable to understand the evidence without understanding the meaning God 
intends for us to have.  

 
The women were unable to interpret and act on the evidence that was staring them 
in the face until their understanding of Jesus’ words was opened to them by the angel. 
Even though they were looking at the evidence, it didn’t make any sense until they 
had spiritual revelation. 

 
3.  Once we understand the truth of the resurrection, we are compelled to witness with 

conviction.   
 

The women’s natural response was to share it with those who were closest to them. 
Even though their witness was rejected and they were thought to be “talking crazy” 
they had been faithful to discharge what they had been called to do. 

 
1.  IT CHANGES OUR EXPECTATIONS: FROM DEATH TO LIFE – 24:1-3 
 
THEY DIDN’T EXPECT A RESURRECTION BUT THEY LOVED JESUS 
 

Everything that the women did came out of their love for Jesus but it did not come with 
the expectation of finding an empty tomb. They expected to find a dead body and to finish 
the task that had been interrupted at the end of the day on Friday.  

 
The women went to the tomb just as early as they could, at early dawn on the first day of 
the week. The Sabbath had technically been over at sundown of the previous day, but 
they had to have enough light to see where they were going. So they left just as early as 
they could see the path in front of them.   

 
They knew where Jesus was buried because they had seen the burial by Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus.  

 
They carried aromatics with them to finish anointing his body. These were the spices that 
were used to cover the stench of death. They expected to find a dead body; they knew 
they didn’t have much time before the body began to decompose and stink. So they were 
going to cover up the stench of death.  

 
If they had been expecting to find an empty tomb they would not have bothered to carry 
these spices with them. The resurrection takes away our need to cover up the aroma of 
death. The resurrection takes away the stench of death and the sting of death and 
replaces it with the blessed fragrance of life. 

 
As they approached the tomb, they discovered the first sign of the resurrection: the stone 
that covered the opening of the tomb had been rolled away.  

 



Luke 24:1-12 4.1.18 Page 3 of 12 

Then they found the second clue of the resurrection: his body was missing. From every 
indication we have, they had no expectation that they would fail to find the body of Jesus 
at the tomb. 

 
The women are the ones who go to the tomb as early as they can on the day following the 
Sabbath. It’s not the disciples. When they arrive at the open tomb, they do not hesitate to 
enter and see for themselves what has happened. When Peter checks it out for himself 
later on, he stoops and looks in but does not enter the tomb, according to Luke’s version. 
It is the women who will be the first witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus. They showed 
great faith but they had limited understanding; they did not expect to find life. 

 
THE RESURRECTION CHANGED THE WAY THE WORLD LOOKED AT THE BODY AFTER DEATH 
 

The resurrection answers the question about why Christians have historically chosen 
burial rather cremation. It’s because of the expectation of life. 

 
 “One of the most controversial topics that I ever address among Christians is not 
abortion, same-sex marriage, or immigration policies as you might imagine—it’s 
cremation. Many senior adults in churches I’ve served have wanted to save on costs for 
burials and funerals and ask about cremation. I don’t bind their consciences, but I point 
out that Christianity, historically, has rejected cremation as a false picture of the body. 
Burial signifies a Christian hope; that the deceased is “sleeping” and thus will be “waked” 
at the coming of the Lord. Cremation signifies a perspective found in Buddhism and 
other religions, that the body is consumed into nothingness. I find that the first 
implication people draw from this is that, somehow, I am suggesting that cremated 
people go to hell. “Can’t I be resurrected from an urn as easily as I can from a casket?” 
they ask.” 

 
“Of course. That’s not the point. God can resurrect me if my body is eaten by alligators, 
but I wouldn’t dispose of Aunt Gladys that way, shrugging and asking, “What does it 
matter? See her in heaven.” The way we treat the body is a sign of what we believe about 
the future. The women around Jesus cared for his body, anointing it with spices, because 
it was him; they knew that the body is important because it will be part of the new 
creation, whether that resurrection happens in a matter of days or after billions of years 
of decay. Christians respect the body because we believe that our material bodies are 
part of God’s goal for us and for the universe. At the same time, we don’t make the body 
ultimate. The belly is destroyed along with its contents, Paul told the churches. The body 
returns to the dust. Those who make the body ultimate, as ancient Egyptians seeking to 
mummify themselves and carry their bodies into the next life, miss the vision of the 
kingdom. And those who dismiss the importance of the body misread that what matters 
ultimately is not just spiritual life but embodied life. ‘That changes the way we live now. 
The old Christian heresies that spoke of the body as a prison from which we would one 
day escape didn’t really lead to body-denial but body-obsession. The heretics could fight 
and fornicate and carouse, because they believed the “real me” was the spiritual person 
within, communing sweetly with Jesus in a garden somewhere.” 

(Russell Moore, Onward, pp 61-62) 
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Even with their “not fully-formed” understanding of Jesus’ sacrificial death and 
resurrection, these women demonstrated a deep love for Jesus. They wanted to take care 
of his body after death because they loved him. Their love was real and genuine but it 
was not yet fully formed. They were in for a great surprise and great joy with what the 
angels were going to reveal to them. 

 
THE RESURRECTION IS THE REASON WE LOOK FOR LIFE RATHER THAN EXPECTING DEATH 
 

We know how this story will turn out. We know that the women are going to be overcome 
with joy in just a few verses when they understand that Jesus is not dead. But we’re not 
there yet in our story. But that’s okay, because that limited human perspective gives us 
some idea about what God knows about us.   

 
You don’t know how your story will turn out, but God does. God has the same perspective 
on your situation that you have on this story; he already knows how it is going to turn 
out. And the Christian has every reason to believe that whatever it is that you are looking 
at right now that looks like it will end in death will actually end in life. That doesn’t mean 
it will turn out the way you think it should or the way you are envisioning it as I speak, 
but it will turn out in such a way that it will produce life and not death.  

 
Are you failing to see that God has already given you life, even if he hasn’t given you all 
that you want in life? It is very easy for us to think back to past situations and to think 
that something happened to us that was outside of God’s sovereign control. Especially if 
we feel that we are missing something now because of something that happened to us in 
the past. But don’t we see that God was sovereign then, and that he could see where we 
would be today? And that he is still sovereign and he knows what we will need 
tomorrow? It’s not a matter of will he give us life, it’s a matter that he has already given 
us life. 

 
Are we feeling like we can do nothing except give up, that we have tried everything 
possible and there’s no more hope . . . for our relationship, for our job, for our future?  
What if the women had acted like the men, and not gone to the tomb, what would have 
happened? They would have missed the blessing that turned their lives around. We can’t 
give up, we must persevere, and perseverance and endurance can be one of the most 
joyful experiences we ever have.  

 
What if we’re so desperate for a relationship that we’re willing to take desperate 
measures? What is the most desperate thing we could do? It might be that we would look 
for a human being to fill a role in our lives that only Jesus can fill. And whenever Jesus 
shows up in our lives, he always brings life, not death. 

 
But this expectation of finding life and not death is not universal, it is only for the 
Christian. If you are not a Christian, you don’t have any reason to think that will happen 
for you. If you are not a Christian, any happiness and joy you find will be short-lived. It 
may seem like it will last forever, but it will be much like the spices that the women were 
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bringing to cover the stench of death. One of these days, the fragrance will wear off and 
the rotting corpse will be exposed. But it doesn’t have to be. Your life can change, you can 
change, and the resurrected Jesus is the one who can change you. You can’t do it, but Jesus 
can. 

 
1)  God is the loving creator and ruler of the world. He made the world and he called it 

good, and he created us to be rulers of the world under him.  
 

2)  But something happened in the Garden of Eden and it has happened with us as well. 
We rejected God as the ruler and decided that we would try to do things our own way, 
without him. If we’re honest that that is what we have done, can we be honest about 
the results our decisions have produced?  

 
3)  The reality for each one of us is this; God will not allow us to rebel forever. In his 

common grace we may allow us to temporarily escape the consequences of our 
rebellion, but the day will come when he will punish our rebellion. His punishment 
for our rebellion is death and judgment. 

 
4)  But because we’re talking about life, we celebrate this. God is love and he expressed 

that love by sending Jesus into the world as both man and God. Jesus did what we 
never could; he always lived under God’s rule. He died in our place, he took our 
punishment, and he purchased our forgiveness.  

 
5)  Today we are celebrating the fact that Jesus did not remain dead. God raised Jesus to 

life again as the ruler of the world. Through the resurrection, Jesus conquered death 
and gave us new life. And he is coming again.  
 

6)  This is the choice that is before you. You can choose the life that Jesus has already 
purchased for you, as demonstrated by the crucifixion on the cross and the empty 
tomb, or you can continue along the path you are now walking. But life is before you; 
please submit to Jesus as your ruler and rely on Jesus’ death and resurrection as your 
provision for eternal life. Experience the forgiveness of sin and begin to enjoy eternal 
life now.  

 
The resurrection changes our perspective on everything. Where we once expected that 
we would only see death, for the Christian, now we anticipate that we will experience life.  

 
2.  IT CHANGES OUR UNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S WORD: FROM INFORMATION TO 

TRANSFORMATION – 24:4-8 
 
THE WOMEN NEEDED SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING FOR JESUS’ WORDS TO COME ALIVE 
 

The women had all the evidence they needed but they couldn’t comprehend what they 
were seeing. They did not know what to make of what they were seeing. They had come 
as soon as they could, prepared to anoint Jesus’ body for burial. But when they arrived, 
they came upon the tomb with the stone rolled away. They entered the tomb and found 
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that the body of Jesus was not there. They were perplexed; they were in doubt as to what 
they were seeing. More importantly, they were in doubt about what they could not see. 
They could see all the evidence that they needed to see but they didn’t have the 
framework with which to interpret the evidence.  

 
And then suddenly, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And the women did what 
you and I would do in that kind of a situation; they bowed. Why? You could say it was out 
of respect for the authority the angels possessed. Or you could say that it was their 
reflexive response to seeing a heavenly being.  

 
The angel said three things that pointed them back to Jesus’ words. 

 
First, he asked a telling question, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” The key 
verb is “seek” – they were actively seeking a dead body rather than anticipating they 
would not see him. And here we have the key understanding of what we are doing today. 
We are not celebrating the tragic death of a great figure, but the resurrection and the 
empty tomb of our living Savior. 

 
Second, he told them what had happened. “He has risen.” In other words, there is a reason 
why you can’t find a dead body to anoint with spices; it’s not here. And the reason it is 
not here is because he is risen, not because he never died in the first place, not because 
his body has been stolen. His body is not here because has risen. 

 
Third he said, “Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of 
Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day 
rise.” And they remembered his words. 

 
The angel did not leave it up to the women to guess which words of Jesus he was pointing 
them back to, but to the words he spoke to them in Galilee that addressed this very issue 
– Luke 9:18-22; 17:22-25; 18:31-33. 

 
Leon Morris says that it was at this time that the women understood; Jesus had said many 
things metaphorically, but now they understood that he was speaking literally when he 
said these things in Galilee. 

 
It was not enough for them to see the evidence. They were staring at the evidence and 
they couldn’t comprehend what they were looking at. What they needed was spiritual 
understanding that helped them comprehend what they were now seeing and 
experiencing. 

 
This kind of understanding always requires spiritual revelation; it does not come about 
naturally. They saw the evidence for themselves. They remembered many of Jesus’ words 
but they weren’t remembering these particular words until the angels reminded them. It 
wasn’t until the angels interpreted what they were seeing that it made sense to them. 
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Keep in mind, this takes place before God sent the Holy Spirit to live within his children. 
That is why the angels are being used. You and I have the same need for spiritual 
understanding that these women had, the only difference is that we get it from the Holy 
Spirit rather than from angels. 

 
PEOPLE DON’T UNDERSTAND THE BASIC FACTS 
 

It’s hard to understand when you don’t understand what it is you should understand. We 
have an appalling amount of ignorance being displayed these days about the level of 
misunderstanding our cultural commentators display about Christianity. 

 
A major news outlet had to issue a correction on Friday to one of its earlier tweets. It said 
this, “An earlier version of this post incorrectly described Easter as ‘the day celebrating 
the idea that Jesus did not die and go to hell or purgatory or anywhere at all, but rather 
arose into heaven.” 

 
And to add to that, a major network news anchor made this statement, “I’m a bit hokey 
when it comes to ‘Good Friday.’ I don’t mean disrespect to the religious aspect of the day, 
but I love the idea of reminding folks that any day can become ‘good,’ all it takes is a little 
selflessness on our own part. Works EVERY time.” 

 
Thankfully the women at the tomb did not show such appalling ignorance as this. But 
even with their “insider” and “first hand” knowledge of who Jesus was and what he had 
said, they needed spiritual insight to be able to put it all together. 

 
WE NEED HELP IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND WHAT WE ARE SEEING 
 

We need revelation in order to be able to understand the evidence. Once we have the 
revelation, the evidence makes sense. 

 
That is not to say that we can go to the extreme of saying that we will just step out of the 
way and let the Holy Spirit do the work without us doing anything. Part of the way in 
which God moves sovereignly in bringing people to him is through our witness, through 
our conversations and discussions, through our attempts at apologetics and evangelism, 
through our obedience. Consider what the angel referred to when he spoke to the women. 
He pointed them back to the words that Jesus had already shared with them. They were 
admirers and followers of Jesus and they heard his words, and they did not instantly pick 
up on their meaning. But Jesus was obedient to instruct them before any of these events 
happened and when the angel reminded them of what he had said, all of a sudden it made 
sense to them.  

 
Paul preached Jesus and the resurrection to pagan audiences, even impressive pagan 
audiences. In Acts 17:18 we are told that Paul continued to preach Jesus and the 
resurrection to those who were making fun of him and calling him a babbler. Even in the 
middle of a hostile, unbelieving audience, Paul was speaking the truth of Scripture as he 
was attempting to make Jesus known.  
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Those who reject Christianity as ludicrous will often adopt a belief system that has no 
realistic foundation to stand on. I am amazed as I watch our culture continue its headlong 
descent into paganism. So many are quick to reject Christianity as being intolerant and 
absurd, and then they turn around and become orthodox adherents to the most 
ridiculous belief systems. 

 
They attempt to fashion a god in their own image and preference. Our world is, and 
always has been, full of those who wish to replicate what the children of Israel did on the 
Exodus; create a god with their own hands that they can worship. It is inherent that men 
and women worship something, and when they reject the God of the universe and his 
Resurrected Son, they turn to something that they can create for themselves.  

 
In the midst of the battle, persevere. So what do we do? Do we withdraw from the battle? 
Do we shrink away from our duty? Do we attempt to be faithful but with little joy? No, we 
don’t do any of those things. We continue to share the truth of their situation and God’s 
remedy for their situation with them. We continue to speak the truth to them that is found 
in God’s word.  

 
But as we persevere in our efforts to make Jesus known, we pray for them to have the 
same spiritual understanding that we have come to. This prayer for spiritual 
understanding should be both for ourselves and for others. It should come during our 
regular prayer times – praying for those we know to be lost and those whom we don’t 
know but will encounter as we go through the day. It should come when we are preparing 
to have a conversation with them about eternal things. It should even come in the middle 
of the conversation as we are having it. And it should come after we have had the 
conversation. 

 
Is Christianity a reasonable faith? Yes it is. Reason is called for but reason by itself is not 
sufficient; we can’t reason our way to God; ultimately we will have to take a step of faith. 
No matter how much we think our reason may close the gap, that step we have to take 
will always seem to be a leap of faith. But the Holy Spirit is there to point us back to the 
words of Jesus and to point us to the resurrected Savior. 

 
3.  IT CHANGES OUR WITNESS:  FROM FEARFUL TO COMPELLING – 24:9-12 
 
THE FIRST WITNESSES BECAME THE FIRST MISSIONARIES 
 

The women acted on what they knew to be true. 24:9 is a Great Commission verse! The 
women did something immediately with the good news they had just heard. They sought 
out the people who knew them the best, the people they were the closest to. 

 
They told “all these things” to the men. Which must surely have included the details that 
point out they were expecting to find death but found life instead. They told them about 
the message of the angels as well. And they certainly included the reminder that he had 
told them all that was to happen to him before it happened 
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Look at what their witness was. They witnessed immediately. They witnessed to those 
who were closest to them. They gave their witness with the sense of urgency that comes 
from conviction. In every Gospel account of the resurrection the women are the first 
faithful witnesses of the resurrected Christ. 

 
As convinced as the women were, the men were equally unconvinced. There’s was not a 
matter of gentle unbelief but firm and sharp rejection. Leon Morris makes the following 
two points about the response of the men.  (1) They were not impressed. And, (2) they 
thought the story was just such utter nonsense. Why didn’t the men believe the women? 
Was it because they were women? Or was it simply because they had not had the spiritual 
revelation these women had? 

 
Peter finally made a feeble attempt at confirming their witness. Peter chose to go and 
investigate for himself (According to the Gospel of John, he was accompanied by John). In 
Luke’s account, Peter also saw the physical evidence of an empty tomb. But seeing the 
evidence alone was not enough to convince Peter. Yet this will change later on this night 
of the resurrection when Jesus makes his appearance to the disciples as they are gathered 
behind closed doors. The point that is made here is consistent; perusal of the evidence by 
itself is not sufficient to bring us to salvation; we must have spiritual revelation as well. 

 
LASTING WITNESSES ARE MOTIVATED BY THE TRUTH, NOT BY A LIE 
 

I have used this illustration before, but please bear with me as I share it with you again. I 
first shared this at our Easter service at Stovall Park on March 31, 2002. This comes from 
Charles Colson’s book, Loving God. At that service I was preaching from John 20. 

 
Three different people are listed as witnesses to the empty tomb on that decisive day in 
history. And they are only a handful of witnesses who actually visited the tomb that day, 
or who actually saw Jesus “in the flesh” later that day, or who witnessed Him over the 
course of the next forty days before His ascension into heaven. Yet, many people today 
claim that this entire story is an intentional attempt to fool the simple-minded who are 
eager to believe based on fear and not fact.   

 
Let me remind you once again of another recent historical occurrence that did involve 
a cover-up. This cover-up involved an American president and his closest advisors. 
Charles Colson, one of President Richard Nixon’s advisors and one of the men involved 
in the cover-up tells the story this way: 

 
“I have been challenged myself many times on the resurrection. My answer is always 
that the disciples and five hundred others gave eyewitness accounts of seeing Jesus, risen 
from the tomb, But then I’m asked, “How do you know they were telling the truth? Maybe 
they were perpetuating a hoax.” 

 
My answer to that comes from an unlikely source: Watergate. 
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Watergate involved a conspiracy to cover up, perpetuated by the closest aides to the 
President of the United States—the most powerful men in America, who were intensely 
loyal to their president. But one of them, John Dean, turned state’s evidence, that is, 
testified against Nixon, as he put it, “to save his own skin”—and he did so only two weeks 
after informing the president about what was really going on—two weeks! The real 
cover-up, the lie, could only be held together for two weeks, and then everybody else 
jumped ship in order to save themselves. Now, the fact is that all that those around the 
President were facing was embarrassment, maybe prison. Nobody’s life was at stake. 

 
But what about the disciples? Twelve powerless men, peasants really, were facing not 
just embarrassment or political disgrace, but beatings, stonings, execution. Every single 
one of the disciples insisted, to their dying breaths, that they had physically seen Jesus 
bodily raised from the dead. 

 
Don’t you think that one of those apostles would have cracked before being beheaded or 
stoned? That one of them would have made a deal with the authorities? None did. 

 
You see, men will give their lives for something they believe to be true—they will never 
give their lives for something they know to be false.” 

 
But before the men could witness to the truth, they had to be convinced of the truth. 

 
THE RESURRECTION GIVES OUR WITNESS OF CHRIST A SENSE OF URGENCY AND CONVICTION.  
 

I would like to say that we are facing unprecedented pressure to keep us from speaking 
out for Jesus in America, but we’re not, at least not yet. If persecution ever does come to 
this land, such as has been experienced by brothers and sisters in other lands, it will 
probably be extreme. Why? Because it will be measured against us in accordance with 
the fact that we have enjoyed the greatest liberty to freely share the gospel in our land 
that has ever been known to man since the resurrection. We still have that freedom. And 
should physical persecution ever come, we would still have that freedom. We are always 
free to speak the truth of the gospel in whatever situation we are in, we just have to be 
willing to accept the consequences that may accompany our act of obedience.  

 
So why don’t we act like these women, boldly sharing our conviction that the tomb is 
empty because Jesus has risen?  

 
1.  Fear of rejection: In some cases it’s because we are afraid of rejection.  

 
2.  Fear of reputation: In some cases it’s because we are afraid of looking backwards 

or ignorant, or afraid that we will look stupid because we can’t answer someone’s 
question.  

 
3.  Fear of attention: In some cases it might even be that we want to content ourselves 

with a private faith; we don’t want to draw unwanted attention or persecution 
from others.  
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None of these reasons are acceptable. 

 
What lesson can we learn from the example of the women? 

 
Their first attempts at witnessing to the truth of the resurrection was met with 
indifference and rejection. None of the men changed their minds about what they 
believed based on the testimony of the women. So how would they have ranked their 
gospel sharing efforts if we were able to ask them? They would have said, “We were 
obedient. We gave witness to the truth, whether anybody believed it or not.” I think they 
also would have said, “The reality of the resurrection makes any short-term rejection 
worth it. To obey is better than sacrifice.” 

 
Keep this in mind as you are contemplating how God is calling on you to continue to be 
faithful in sharing a witness about Jesus in the world in which you walk.  

 
God uses our obedience to draw others to himself. 

 
Not everyone will believe our witness, but that does not stop us from giving our witness. 
Again, we are presenting them with evidence of the truth. It is what they need to know 
so that they can believe. But even if we give a flawlessly perfect presentation of the truth, 
they still need the Holy Spirit to unlock their understanding so they can believe. So be 
encouraged, continue to share boldly, and pray for their understanding as you are sharing 
with them. 

 
Not everyone comes to faith at the same time and in the same way as we have. All I can 
say is that there are many similarities about how and when God draws people to himself, 
but the reality is that it is always personal and unique to that person. The women walked 
away with no indication that their witness had been believed. But later on that night, it 
would be believed. And to this day, it is believed. Blessed be the testimony of the first 
witnesses of the resurrection.  

 
CONCLUSION 
 

Nassim Nicholas Taleb popularized the phrase black swan in the title of his fine book The 
Black Swan. A black swan event is a surprise, it has a major impact, and there will be those 
(after the fact) who claimed they saw it coming. But in actuality, virtually no one saw it 
coming because these things are extremely difficult to predict. But after they happen, they 
seem so obviously inevitable. Take a daily feature of everyone’s life now — the development 
of the Internet. There it is, a black swan. 

 
In fact, any historical event, once it occurs, however unlikely, can be shown to be inevitable 
by any competent historian. But reading the clues before it all happens is a different matter. 

 
Christians understand the resurrection of Jesus was the black swan of all history — it was a 
surprise to everyone, it has transformed the world, and modern Christians like to tsk at the 
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twelve disciples for hiding in the upper room instead of being out by the Lord’s grave, 
looking expectantly at their watches. Jesus had told them plainly beforehand what He was 
going to do, and then after the fact, He showed them again — going through all the 
Scriptures — how these things had to happen. It is so plain to us . . . now that it has 
happened. 

 
But the resurrection was not a one-off event — it was more like a theme. And so, as 
Chesterton observed once, Christianity has died often, but it has not even slowed us down. 
This is because we serve a God who knows the way out of the grave. 

(Douglas Wilson, “A Black Swan Revival,” 12.27.2012) 
 
 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 
 
1.  IT CHANGES OUR EXPECTATIONS: FROM DEATH TO LIFE – 24:1-3 
 
 In what situation in your life are you tempted to see death instead of life? Where are you 

beginning to see life where you had previously anticipated nothing but death, even if 
you’re not yet seeing all that you want to see? 

 
 Is there a particular passage of Scripture that has encouraged you recently? How has it 

encouraged you? What have you done to make it come to life for you? 
 
 
2.  IT CHANGES OUR UNDERSTANDING OF GOD’S WORD: FROM INFORMATION TO 

TRANSFORMATION – 24:4-8 
 
 This is both a statement and a question. The statement is this, “We cannot expect spiritual 

revelation if we are not consistently spending time in God’s Word. It may happen, 
occasionally, but not as consistently as it should if we neglect reading, thinking about, 
meditating upon, and, even, praying God’s Word.”  
 

 The question, then, is this, “What keeps you from being consistent (if you are 
inconsistent) in being in the Word?” Another question would be, “What can you point to 
in your life that you are believing or doing as a result of God bringing it to life for you? 
(giving you revelation)” 

 
 Is there a particular area of God’s Word where you would like to be better equipped? 

What is it? Why do you feel you need to be equipped in this area? 
 
 
3.  IT CHANGES OUR WITNESS:  FROM FEARFUL TO COMPELLING – 24:9-12 
 
 What response did you receive the last time you shared the gospel with someone? How 

did you respond to that response? 


