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Applications

• From what sources do you sense pressure to disobey God and to submit to 

them?  What resources from the Spirit can you appropriate to remain faithful?

• How often do you practice your presentation of the Gospel?  How do you 

include the emphasis on obedience to Christ, and how do you invite a 

response?

• How does a materialistic or scientism-based (“science has all the answers to 

life’s questions”) worldview affect you each day?  Whom do you know who 

subscribes to these philosophies?

• In which areas of your life does your submission and obedience to the Lord 

Jesus need to be more consistent?  Where are you tempted to give up?  What 

can you learn from the apostles to help you be faithful to persevere as they did?
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Spirit-Anointed Obedience

• The Gospel Call to Obedience (vv 27-32)

• A Cautious Consideration of Obedience (vv 33-40)

• Consistency in Obedience (vv 41-42)
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The Gospel Call to Obedience (vv 27-32) 

• The apostles experienced a variety of tactics to coerce them to submit to 
other authorities rather than walk in faithful obedience to Christ.(Ro 6:16)

– The apostles were threatened, seeking to motivate them by fear. (Acts 4:21)

– The apostles were arrested and imprisoned overnight, forcing them to think 

on their uncertain situation. (Acts 4:3, 5:18-26).

– The apostles were “set” before the 70 men and high priest of the Council, 

creating a visual setting of being opposed by a large majority. (v 27)

– The Council, or Sanhedrin, was the supreme court of Israel.  This sought to 

intimidate by legal authority, educational credentials, and religious tradition.

– The apostles were falsely accused of teaching sedition. (v 28) 
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The Gospel Call to Obedience (vv 27-32) 

• The apostles remained in faithful obedience to Christ through the work 
and power of the Holy Spirit.

– When threatened by fear, they prayed, and God answered.(Acts 4:24; 5:12)

– They allowed their thoughts and meditations to be upon the Scriptures  
rather than “what could happen.” (Acts 4:25-26; 2 Ti 3:16).

– Their identity with the community of believers in the Body of Christ freed 
them of the need to conform to this opposing majority. (Acts 4:32-33)

– The apostles obeyed and trusted in the sovereignty and authority of the  
risen Lord Jesus over the subordinate authority of man. (v 29)

– Rather than defend themselves, the apostles boldly stayed on task and  
used the opportunity to present the Gospel again to this audience. 
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The Gospel Call to Obedience (vv 27-32) 

• The Gospel the apostles proclaimed clearly emphasized obedience to 
our risen Lord Jesus as central to its message. (Ro 1:5)

– The commands of the Gospel come from the God “of our fathers.”

– Jesus, though the Messiah, was rejected and killed by the religious leaders. 
This disobedience deserves God’s wrath.

– Jesus took upon Himself God’s curse of sin for all. (De 21:23)

– God showed His approval of Jesus’ sacrifice by raising Him from the dead.

– God has now exalted Christ to His right hand as Leader and Savior.

– God calls all to repentance and to faith in Christ for forgiveness of sins.

– God commands His people to proclaim and teach this Gospel.

– God affirms those who have obeyed the Gospel by the gift of His Spirit.
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A Cautious Consideration of Obedience (vv 33-40) 

• The Council responded to the Gospel revelation with rage rather than 
repentance.  They wanted to kill the apostles immediately. (v 33)
– The Sadducees held to a materialist philosophy (no resurrection or spirit). 

This thinking led them to deny the reality of the Spirit and to resist His 
activity and revelation in their lives. (Acts 7:51)

– Many reject the Gospel call to abdicate the throne of their lives in order to 
submit to the Lord Jesus. (Lk 9:23)

– Pride and self-righteousness can blind people to their need of the Gospel.

• Gamaliel’s appeal to “wait and watch” put a pause to their plans. 
– He appealed to the principle that a rebellion soon ends after its leader dies.

– The Pharisees’ belief in the resurrection and the spiritual world allowed him 
to keep an open mind that God could be at work among the believers.
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A Cautious Consideration of Obedience (vv 33-40) 

• The danger of delayed obedience toward the Gospel call is that one 
may “wait and watch” too long. (2 Co 6:2; Heb 3:15)

– The Lord does not demand blind faith, and He has supplied sufficient 

evidence to believe the facts of the Gospel. (Mt 12:38-42; 1 Co 15)

– Delayed obedience is disobedience and leads to a hardening of the heart.

• The Council’s compromise was to flog the apostles and let them go. 

– The next encounter with the Council escalated the opposition to stone 

Stephen and initiate the persecutions inflicted by Saul. (Acts 7-9)
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Consistency in Obedience (vv 41-42) 

• The increased intensity of opposition did not keep the apostles from 
continuing to teach and proclaim the Gospel. They possessed a 

perspective of obedience that enabled them to persevere.

– Though physically painful and suffering human shame, they were able to 

properly interpret the Father’s permission of these events, so much so 

that they could rejoice in them and their identity in Christ. (v 41; Gal 6:17)

– They seized each opportunity daily and did not become idle. (v 42) 

– Like their Master, they looked to the reward. (Jam 1:1-12; Heb 12:1-3)

– They were aware of the Spirit of Jesus being with them in these trials. 

(Mt 28:19-20)
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