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Applications

• Where in your life do you find sin most likely to sprout nowadays:

a) by corrupting good things;

b) through listening to the wrong sources;

c) from tempting circumstances stirring up sinful desires in your heart?

What confession and accountability do you have with others in the Body?

• How can you be more open to the Spirit bringing conviction when necessary 

in your life?  How did He last bring conviction to you?

• Is there someone to whom the Lord is prompting you to go and confront 

sin?  How are you preparing to “speak the truth in love” and to restore?

• Are there any areas of your life at present in which you are being disciplined 

by the Lord?  How can you pursue confession and repentance?
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A Spirit-Driven Holiness

• Be Alert to the Sprouting of Sin (vv 1-4)

• Be Ready for the Spirit’s Confrontation of Sin (vv 3-9)

• Be Respectful of the Father’s Discipline (vv 5-6,10-11)
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Be Alert to the Sprouting of Sin (vv 1-4) 

• One seed of sin is to take what is good and to corrupt it by using it 

in a way or for a purpose God did not design. (4:34-5:2)

– Ananias and Sapphira apparently were inspired by Barnabas’ act of 

giving, but corrupted their version through evil motives.

– God designed and created many good things (money, sex, human 

relationships, marriage loyalty) which people spoil through misuse 

(materialism, perversion, abuse, conspiracy).  (Titus 1:15)

– This type of sin may look good on the outside for awhile, but God is 

concerned with the hidden decay of the heart and its progression.              

(Mt 23:27-28; Eph 4:17-24)
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Be Alert to the Sprouting of Sin (vv 1-4) 

• Another seed of sin is to open yourself up to evil spiritual influences, 

listening to Satan and his suggestions. (v3)

– Though Satan cannot possess believers (they are already possessed by 

the Holy Spirit), they can listen to and be deceived by his promptings.  

Peter had even experienced this. (Mt 16:21-23)

– Satan deceived Eve through: (Gen 3:1-6)

1. manipulation of a misunderstanding of God’s Word (Mt 4:6)

2. planting mistrust regarding God’s intent for her best interests

3. maximizing the immediate appeal and minimizing the long-term 

consequences of her actions
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Be Alert to the Sprouting of Sin (vv 1-4) 

• Many seeds of sin are already planted in our own hearts and germinate 
when exposed to compatible temptations. (v4; Mk 7:20-23; Mt 6:13)

– Ananias and Sapphira envied the respect and honor which Barnabas 
received. (Gen 4:4-10)

– Pressure to give to the needs of others stirred up greed to keep a portion.

– Loving the praise of men motivated them more than a desire to please God. 
(Mt 6:1-4)

– An opportunity to trust in the Lord’s reward revealed they trusted more in 
the more immediate security of their wealth. (1Ti 6:9-10)

– Seeking to conceal their true motives, they “conceived” the plan to lie to the 
Church and to God. (James 1:13-15)
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Be Ready for the Spirit’s Confrontation of Sin (vv 3-9)

• Knowing the corrupting nature of sin, the Holy Spirit exposes and 
confronts sin in individual believers and the Church. (vv3-9; Eph 5:11-12)

– All things are open to the Lord’s eyes.  He will make sure even “secret” sins 
come to light. (Heb 4:13; Num 32:23)

– Speaking the truth in love to confront sin is compassionate, ignoring sin in 
ourselves or others demonstrates a lack of genuine love. (v9, Pr 27:6)

– Confession is one of the first steps of turning from sin, and it is where we 
agree with God about the wrongness of our sin.  (1Jn 1:7-9)

– The Lord often begins confrontation with a question rather than an 
accusation so that opportunity is given for the person to confess. (v8; Gen 3)

– The scope of the confession should be as wide as the knowledge of the sin.
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Be Ready for the Spirit’s Confrontation of Sin (vv 3-9)

• The Spirit confronts sin through our conscience, the Word, individual 
believers, and the local church. (Mt 18:15-20)

– The goal of confrontation is to restore a person entangled in sin. (Gal 6:1)

– The Spirit may prompt our conscience about something wrong. (1Ti 1:19)

– Many times the Spirit will use His Word to convict us of sin. (2Ti 3:16)

– One-on-one confrontations of sin are helpful to expose one’s blind spots. 

– Two-on-one confrontations by believers confirm the reality of a sin. 

– Bringing the matter before the local church will be needed when a believer 
persists in willful sin.

– The most serious discipline the Body can apply to a disobedient believer is 
to break fellowship and put the matter in the Lord’s hands.
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Be Respectful of the Father’s Discipline (vv 5-6, 10-11)

• The Father loves and disciplines His children so that “we may share 
His holiness.” (Heb 12:7-11)

– The Lord may chasten His children in temporal resources to refine them 
in eternal ways, including our health, material wealth, or status.

– Sometimes the Lord gives believers over to their sin, to evil people, or 
even to Satan until they suffer the consequences of their disobedience 
and seek repentance.  (1Ti 1:20; 1Co 5:5; 2Co 7:10; 2Sa 24:13)

– As in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, the Lord may decide the best 
action is to take His children home. (vv 5, 10; 1Co 11:29-30)

– One good outcome of this tragedy was that the Church learned to fear 
the Lord’s discipline and to appreciate His desire for His children to live 
holy lives. (1Co 10:6; Pr 21:11)
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