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Applications
• How well do your values, your possessions, your investments, and the 

location of your treasures reflect the Lordship of Christ in your life?  How is 

the Lord prompting you to improve your stewardship?

• In which activities are you regularly involved in to build up the Body of Christ?  

How can you be more purposeful in promoting unity and healing divisions?

• How skillful and faithful were you a) in sharing the Gospel this past week b) in 

building up the Body at Southfield this past week? How can you make 

Southfield more effective as a place for growing new believers?

• What needs do you perceive at Southfield?  How can your stewardship of the 

resources God has given you help address these needs?

• What angers you on a regular basis?  Does this give an indication of 

something the Lord wants you to yield to His ownership?
2/25/18 The Spirit-Filled Community |  Acts 4:32-37 2

The Spirit-Filled Community

• A Community of Submissive Stewardship (v 32)

• A Community-Empowered Testimony (v 33)

• A Community of Sharing (vv 34-37)
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A Community of Submissive Stewardship (v 32) 

• One key work of the Spirit is to transform and unify believers’ hearts and 
minds so that they live out the Gospel reality of being the Body of Christ.

– They shared a common teaching and doctrine (Acts 2:42; Eph 4:1-6).

– They prayed together (Acts 2:42; 4:24; Eph 6:18-20; Mt 6:12).

– They shared time together. This provided the opportunity to encourage, to 
discern needs, and to stimulate in love and good deeds. (Heb 10:24-25)

– They sacrificially served one another and shared in a love of fellow 
believers as family, displaying the Christ-like quality of considering others 
as more important than themselves. (v 34; Php 2:3-5)

– God warns and judges those who create divisions or put stumbling blocks in 
the way of others (Acts 5:1-11; 1Co 3:16-17).
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A Community of Submissive Stewardship (v 32) 

• A second Gospel reality the Spirit is working out is the Lordship of 

Christ in every area of our lives, including its impact on our values,  

our possessions, and our rights of ownership.

– Our Lord and Savior bought us with a price. We belong to Him. (1Co 6:20)

– “You can’t take it with you - but you can send it on ahead.” (Randy Alcorn, 

The Treasure Principle, see also Mt 6:19; 1Ti 6:6-10)

– Our heart is where we invest our treasures.  What we own eventually 

owns us.  (Mt 6:21)

– As we give what we own to the Lord, He often gives it back to us to 

manage as stewards. (Ps 24:1; Mt 25:14-30; Col 3:23-24; 2Co 9:6-15)
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A Community-Empowered Testimony (v 33) 

• The Christian community’s love, care, and zeal for good works 
evidenced a supernatural work and affirmed the reality of the risen Lord. 
The testimony of a Spirit-filled community empowered the apostles’ 
testimony of the Gospel.

– The world recognizes the “great power” necessary to transform a person’s 
perspective toward others and their attitudes toward possessions and 
create a loving, unified community. (Jn 13:35)

– The “great power” was the result of “great grace,” not “great organization,” 
“great funding,” or “great personalities.” Grace is God granting favor and 
power to live the Christian life, and it comes from renouncing pride and   
self-reliance and through seeking Him in dependence and humility.
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A Community-Empowered Testimony (v 33) 

• The proclamation of the Gospel and the ministry to the Body of Christ 
must be balanced as both essential and complementary ministries.

– For the proclamation of the Gospel to be effective, there must be a caring 
group of believers to disciple new believers, to promote accountability, 
and to provide opportunities for ministry.

– The early Church built community and ministered to its poor, but it did not 
allow its focus to become exclusively internal. If we share our Lord’s heart, 
we will work obediently in the harvest, proclaiming the Gospel to the lost. 

– The Spirit supplies different gifts empowering individuals in various areas 
of evangelism and Body ministry to promote interdependence and unity, 
but all believers should grow in effectiveness in each area. (1Pe 4:10)
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A Community of Sharing (vv 34-37) 

• Love combined with an attitude of submissive stewardship kept the 
community attentive to the Spirit’s promptings and to needs in the Body.

– The ministry prioritized needs among believers. (v 34; 1Jn 3:17; Mt 25:40)

– The ministry did not promote financial “equality,” but met basic needs.

– The offerings were voluntary, not confiscations.

– Gifts were given to the Church leadership to distribute at their discretion. 

� Direct gifts between individuals may contains “strings” of influence.

� Direct gifts may promote dependency or class envy rather than unity.

� The combined wisdom and gifts of the leaders may better assess need.

� Church distribution encourages people to stay in right fellowship.
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A Community of Sharing (vv 34-37) 

• Barnabas: an example of a faithful steward who gave of himself time 
and again to address needs and build up the Body of Christ.

– Though Joseph was his given name, he was such an encourager and 
exhorter that he was given the nickname “Barnabas.”  

– Perhaps related to his being of the tribe of Levi, he sold a field to meet 
some needs in the Body of Christ.  This encouraged others to share.

– After Saul’s conversion, Barnabas was one of the first to vouch for him.  
When the church at Antioch began to grow, the apostles sent Barnabas to 
build them up.  He later recruited Saul to assist.  From that church the Holy 
Spirit called and sent them on their first missionary journey. (Acts 9,11,13)

– Barnabas restored his cousin John Mark to effective service after his 
missionary failure. (Acts 15:36-41; 2Ti 4:11)
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